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nlex trenil st art te fin ish.l~eaby
wilei wîaiter ('a aie, ive rn îgt hiesitate
abeiît taking car imsual 'jillit ccnd de-
ufle te sta wiere wve we'e. but iot se
îvitli the birds; those w ho go te ivarner

cImtewhe cii îîter enies(" eh.ý retiuriî
,;eyfully ee s)iiIig, readyv and eager
te star:t theim'bîiIiîg Then, if yenl
looîk eloseiy but iiet tee inquisitively-
voet )Vi sec îvhat wondcrfinl architects
tbese tinY ereatiires are, fer t'ew nests
arc, fa shieîied ai ike. Iii one ting (l

Ire theY sua riiÏ, for. quiccr als it in ay
sein, thieir hliliies seldeai haïve roofs.
But i lls causes our bilder 11o diseorn-
fort ; as lie usually builds in the trees,
hic lias the broad, green leaves to shield
Iirin -\vhen the sun is hot, ai-d, if it
rains, whlat nced lias bie of a roof: whenl
hie always bias his raincoat on? Quicli
and fast thougli the drops may corne,
thîey alxvays roll off Ilis feathers, leav-
ing him dry and eonmfortable. Then,
t oo, yen mnust remember that lie has'nt
anv fiirniture to spoil. ini lis littie eue-
roomn home, anid, if the nest should get
wet, lie lias only to fly off to a neigh-
boring branch until it is dry again. But
tis rarelY b appenis, for lie generally
,sees, when lie selects the place to build
tbat it is safcly sheltcrcd.

One house that a little browrî ereeper
built wvas ba('k of sone hoose bark, higli
lip on the truîuk of a tree. It was lined
witiî feathers anîd was as warrn and
s5lugo as ouie oould wish.Thhoef
thc thrasiîer is usually miade iii thc
thicecst auid tlîorniest of bushes, ai-d,
whiic this littie faniily wishes te be
very seelruded, they pull the thorns off
vcry eleverly, s0 ils to mnake a tiny pas-
sage for thrnsclvcs te get te thieir homec.
As tlîey tell 110 ene thc secret, they are
sc.doni discovered.

A queer little builder is the oven-
bird. Hie builds on the grround in the
\voods and, with. sticks and ].caves, con-
structs a litthe b)ox exactly like an evenl.
8e well dees it match the ground iii
celer, tbat ene ean bardhy sec it. Yen
have heard him, 1 amn sure, in the
WVoods, calling, ''Teacher! teacher!''

One cf tlue prettiest homes is that cf
the vireo. It is a dainty swinging
basket, hurng niear the end cf a braneli,
W'hcrc it rocks te anud fre ii the breeze,

ail i(leal house for tins dlainty * vittle
(reattire wilh bier miodest olive grecn
gocii. Another i)iiflQl of tbis sanie
faîîîil \ builds an even. miore tiecorative
home, for the ontside is eovered -\withi
bits et lielictis, hrouight tbere seule-
tiriies trn quite a ditstanee, andl( tie>se
fieelis ef dark and Ilîght green, yel-
Io-%\ and blaek give qîîîte a festive ap-
pearailee to it.

T1hii have yoin ever seeni, axvcy up
inîider the beais of the big barn, close
te the reof, the home of the barri swai-
lews ? Lik1ýe the home*of the robins and
some other birds, it is made of rnud,
and this is the way they make it. After
they have selected the place te build
their home, our t-\ve littie barn swal-
io-ws bmîiit out some ncar-by puddle
whcere flic earth is soft, and, taking a
bit cf the mud in their l)ccks, they
work it around until it forms a tiniy
bail. Then they fly off with this and
stick it te the beami on which they are
going te build their home. Back again
they- go to the puddle for aniother bail,
and this they bring and fasten te the
first bit cf nîud, then fly away for more.
And se tlîey keep busily at it, unitîl the
inuid eradie (gr-owýs te be tbrce or four
inclies lîigh and an inch thick; and ail
the wlîile their tiny beaks are at work,
rounding it off bere and flattening it
there, mueli as a potter builds up liis
jar of clay. Whcîîi it is donc, they line
it defty inside with fine grass and soit
feathers, which they pick up iii their
flighits. They are sociable creatures,
like the blackbirds, and bîîild together
in little colonies. They bave miueli to
say te each otlier and chatter awŽat a
great rate, but their voier - iru vcry
swc et.

\XThile the barn sxvallomv iakes Ilis
home iii the barn, bis cousin, the cave
swallow, bnilds under the caves eut-
side, whierever they are overhaflging
enougli to afford huai sufficieiit protec-
tion. Tbierc is anotiier cousin, how-
ever, -who prefers te have sonie one cisc
do his building for hiîn, and that is the
martiti; he would far rather live in a
bird lieuse, wvbich some eue very kindly
lias put up for him. But, while tlîis
saves him a let of trouble, 1, arn sure he
misses a great deal of cîîjoyiiierit, for


