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TOPICS 0F THIE WEEK.

CLOSC sicrutiny into the Redlistribîution Bill cf thu(, Ontario (lovern-

"'ont 'ails te tietect a reai grievanlce in the shape c f a TJryculîr t

.BYhapsible te point eut ait instanlce oMtv uwîcitr't' unr

ck qualitY is net attaiied. As always iîappeus unîdî'i redtistribtut ion, filt

GoOvernnelit has taken te ltself any bîalanice' 0f aluti.t5wiili uiight

bave '3"eîî thrown iiîte ititer scale. Thiis wvas ane)îa1lî 1 aud oes 1 et

forrn a BU)(C of sFieus coniplaint. The itrîsiutioli cf minerity repira-

Iltttieil, Toronto being« the scat of the experimntt aftei' the couife'sseil

failure Of luineOrîty representatieli in England, wiil ba (illicuit tI) îlfeitd.

TOronto 15 te foriti a single conlStitll'cy witlt three lueuuîbers, Of whiom

no0 onc wiîî bc allowed te vote for More than tw,%o, and a thtird cf the

Votesi wiil bc supp rcssed. Thîis is the worst forum of minlority repire-

Panta 0c1, which it wvas possible te select. itority represtuttat iOn

as aPPhied iu Glasgow and Birmîinghamt dües itet preveut tlie Liberals

elOtilng ail three mniîers ; in Toronto eue party cannot, umîder tue plan

prOP"ge(, Possiîiiy elect more than two ilfleitIî)rs. Oneî etlf wii >

Politicai stagnation, ncititer party feeling thtat it bas anlythîuîg te gaint or

'ose hy a ccntest ; but te minerity nîcinber, as ,always happiens, Will lc

chailied te his seat ; if lie resignei ntkn fiel u oerumlellt lie

weuld be defeatd, and in case cf deatbi thîe ,uimority wottld loethe Uic at.

'VIen the bill cf 1867 was before Parliamnent, Mr. Giladîstonelrgilylet

that "the principle cf Parliamnentary representatien ils titat we siîould

reOgnize each censtituency as heing in itself an cneeat btte

Want in this lieuse is Le have te prevailiug sense cf the ceintnullity." The

tn'ority in liet without representation ;what it dees îîot geL in elle cou-

antelY iL geLs in another. If the pr inciple cf utinority representation

Wara applied, iu connectieli with numeri2îl reprlssentatîeîî, tebalance

WOuid ha se aven that a dead-lock weuld ba likely te ensuS. \Vhat is inluel

better in the Frenchi system, under which ne caudidatel oaa ho elected uniesiý

'le receives an absolute majority of ail the votes cast, aud if there be ne

rnjetitY under the first ballot, a Second takes place. This gives Il

eh ance for an independant candidate whe may hu beaten on tue flrst ballet,

But in the three-cornered constitumncy, with the right of voting restricted

te two canîdidates, the resuit is deterînned in advance, election is reduced

to a forinality, and politicali life is smnothered out.

OUR imuple expiresioni of an opinion that the Licensed Victualiers are

justîtied iii the leiand wlîich thecy have muade for legal protection against

iniproper influences iu Scoett Act Elections, similar te that provided in the

case of Parliintary Elections, can lîardiy have been twisted by any candid

reader juto an accusation of inaipractices brouglit hy us against eithier

J)arty. Nothing is morte notorioUs thau the effcct of enthusiasni, even

honest enthusiasnt, iii distertiug the moral vision and leading mon te act

upon the principie that the, end justifies the mneans. Tt is dificuit to gay

Nvbat mne;îus woultl net lllNoiti Justifiable in the cyes of a mani who had

been persuaded ty >Scott Act lecturers that if tho Act were passed prisons

anti hospitais woultl be ne0 more. We are awaro that thîs journal bias alnîost

alouie bî'en guifty cf refusiuîg to succunilb te the violence of Uic agitation,

andi we are perfectly prtpart(l te hear that our course is deterinined by

Our desire cf 1t1ýL4aitig 'ur pattrons in the liquor traffic.'' There in

pî'otaly xîot a journal lu the country legs beheiden te the liquor traffic for

its circulattiont tbaii TiFîma \vJ.:n. We wish te proinote temperance and

we believe that, thic lîcîceinoriai habit,; cf îuankind illinest thiroughout

Uic. îcrld ieiîîg wiîat thty art, thc only temiperancl practically attainabie

is the mocderato; use cf wleeomie, or ciparativly wholllsoito, bever-

ages, sucli a, liiht wiuie anti iter, wiîich aie knownl te forin a regular part

of I lle dtt, cf natttis aicoig wii dtruiiecss(ý is extreînely rare. Tt in

tice provttl tticluey cf tic Soctt, Act, anti cf other legisiation cf that class,

te put, a stop te tIhe use cf sncb beveragesi as liglit wineo anti heer, and

pýracýtieily te tirivt' flic peo)ple te driiîkiuîg ardent spirits of the most

deleterieusi kint, at th(, satine tiîine substitutiitg for the rogulatad hotel or

tavern the' unliconsed drinking-siiop, andt teachiisg citizOi5 to despise the

law. To tie argument that if Prohibition dees net prehibit thora can bie

ne claiini te coineatiofl, the answor is that Prohibition tices preitibit the

respe'ctablie trade while it fosters tho contraband. Wo are glad te learn

that upen this question cf compensation Prelîhi tionists imoid tbeinseives

openi te cconvictioni ; it, ight bu iniagiîîed that Lhcy did itet whieî

tiiey proposte t ront tihe Liccnsed Victualer like a dynamiter or bed-bug,

nild wilen t bey idontify bis case wvith Lhat of the slavc-dî'alor, the high-

Nttyianim, anti the itothei.keepor, as thiey (Io iii pamnphlets; wiîich tlîey are

iiow tdistrilîutingr Imy tlicusiîdis. I runkeiiuCss is bad, but it is net wvorse

than iiit 1nity. Nordîl we s(e boîv a journal, wlîich professes independe lice,

cau bettîr rîticn its pledge fit bany refusing te foilow a multitude,

bowever large, whîei there suis reason te fear that iiiiqttity will bo donc.

EXCEPTIOXAI, legýisiatitioii, inlterferiîig wvîth private libîerty, can hae justi.

fied euly Iîy extraorinary need. Soe iuch, wc presuine, wiil ba admittedl

on, ail bauitis. It basi uever imeen proveli, or even îlelibcerately stated,

thlui it is cons11taiitiy asstunled oii Scott Act platforins, that the Canadians

are a drunken peoitie. Iriquiry on thîs subjeot, by mneans of a Royal

'Commîission, lias betui chliiedo belialf of the Licensed Victualir'rs,

anti we tic nott see whiy tht challenge siîeuld net ho accopted. An Engiish-

inan, on ctuuiiig te Cjanatda, se far frein beiug struck by the prîvalocc of

tIruikt'utnti(ss, i s a.gret'ally iiuipres4ged iuy its absence. Thera are in our

cities dritiking pîlaces wviicl ouiglit te bue, and if :tlîe îsrdiiiary law were

aimciuistielld witl vi.gour prcluaily iniglit bc, suppressed ; eut of theso

a drunikarti toc ofteit is seau, te reel. But there is nothing like the

scelles wvhich presenit tliiiiselves iii the iowv (qarters of British cîties, or

even iu the villalge, aie-lieuses, amuI wviicli have lad steadfast frionds cf

liberty te doubt wiiether iii that ceuntry extraordinary ieasures înight

net be required. Sucli statistics as are avalable soemn te show that

Canada instead cf being drunken is oe of the soberest ceuntries in the

world. Titis, mît least, is the re.sult cf a comparison cf tie amnotnt of aicoholic

drink coiisuined here with te amount consumned ia the United Kingdom,

France, Gerîniany, lloliand, Beliui, Denrnark, and the United States.

Tt would appear that moral and sanitary opinion, instead cf being power.

less, and needing te ho supplemented hy despotie laws and an inquisitorial


