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THE

Letters to the Editor.

THE CANADIAN FLAG.
hllml?lm’x—I have to ask the use of your columus to add my
of aq l*? quota to the discussion with regard to the propriety
W en( zing some emblem to the British flag to distinguish it
where ying at t_he masthead of a Canadian vessel or, else-
mpil’-eés a distinctive mark of our political position in the
hize dF or the last century the Union Jack has been recog-
it hag ill)s the British ensign all the world over ; in this view
o t'ateen the Canadian flag. Tt is, I believe, now consider-
distin tlth.el‘f‘i are reasons for distinguishing the Dominion
Ing ac dy In its position as an integral portion of the Empire.
ud, Treland and Scotland bave each a distinctive em-

em yan, . -

army ;epgrate and apart from the national ensign. In the
Kame ach separate regiment is known by its colors. On the
simil; Principle Canada, Australia, and South Africa may

reg f‘l‘.ly claim each some symbol on the flag to denote their
Pe'cmve positions.
since tl?e fIijl?ion Jack, in its present form, hz'zs been tlying
OF the ¢, rst year of the century and §ymbohzes the union
¢ other Ee kln_gdoms. Before the union of Ireland with
On the N Lwo k}ngdoms the tlag was not what it is to-day.
- the ImElon of bqotlnnd and England in the time of James
the whitelo‘nul ensign bore the red cross of‘ St. George a..nd
& firsg Ucr.oss of St. Andrew on a blue field, constituting
When g nion J'ack. On the union of Ireland in 1301,
atrick “?-w- ensign was demanded, the .red cross of St.
ndrey adh‘ superimposed over the white cross of St.
» 8 18 seen on the familiar Union Jack of to-day.
Jack ine gug known as the British ensign shows the Union
white bl € upper quarter. ’ljherze are three such ensigns,
°yaf Na\? and red. The white is used as the flag of the
in Pl‘iviley’ ‘the blue ensign is borne by ships enjoying cer-
ATtmens ges, such as vessels in the service of public de-
or bepon » or commanded by officers of the naval reserve,
borne b ging to members of yacht clubs. The red ensign is
see, Y all other British ships, and is the flag we usually

displgzgllg the last few years a flag has frequently been
sigy wit,has'the Canadian flag. It consists of the red en-
Dominio a shield containing the heraldic arms of the
Obtaip n Show'n on the field. Attempts have been made to
’1 or this introduction, general recognition as the
_enS‘gn'- It may, however, be objected to on several
n .On(11>br he heraldic device is exceedingly complicated
casily i%_y e introduced with difticulty. (2) It is not
e iy ~n1ngulshable on vessels seen from a distance. (3)
for the 0 Pl‘ece'dent on any fag of the Mother Country
Whic, ¢ m}gﬂ_)d_uctxon of such a combination. The flag on
Which ise Sritish arms are displayed is the Royal Standard,
8 Pregen oOlsted only when a member of the Royal Family
Union Ja kThe British arms arve never associated with the
Cutchegy, 0‘; on any .ﬂag, and the introduction of the es-
Dationg] g, the Dominion, on the red ensign, to denote the
?Oncepti()n 1g of .Canada, is obviously without warrant. The
Printey Sfo;‘ld to haye taken its origin with an enterpris-
Push 18 tr, ol bunting in Glasgow, whose sole ohject was to
Y legit: rade in what, doubtless, he believed to be a perfect-
%;tlm&te way P
Jeet 1a.teglc;,0q ‘%eal of attention has been directed to the sub-
x be fM‘id dt has been. properly suggested that whatever
vely &na,(f' to the British red ensign to make it distine-
Cated, gh,. dian, the addition should in no way be compli-
Btance, o l(i Sho‘,ﬂd be easily distinguishable at a moderate
Woulq h;vn S0 simple that the wife of a fisherman or pilot
flag € no difficulty in shaping and placing it on the

used
" by her husband on his fishing smack or pilot boat.

heraldico :mblems have been proposed as substitutes for the
(2) 8 my, 1rmls attempted to be introduced : (1) a beaver ;
tion ple eaf. So far as simplicity is concerned no objec-

2@ raised to either. The question, however, arises,

can
S eithe

¥
pmpriatélln other respects, suitable? The beaver may ap-
Which, c&ny enough be taken to signify industry, a quality

"Verythin 1ot be too highly commended, but industry is not

be.l‘s of \-,hge ;n the life of a nation. There are other merm-

¢ Ice, not, 1es:me natural order (Rodentia), such as rats and

th;s qual active and industrious than the beaver, and for
8¢

it
Ve n{' alone no one would dream of selecting one of
The lion, the bear,

)y in .
or our national emblem.
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and the eagle have been chosen for snch purposes by other
nations to indicate bravery, but I am not aware that courage is
one of the qualities for which the beaver is famed.

The maple leaf, whatever its recommendations, cannot
be held to represent unity. In a forest of maples the single
leaf is but one of the vast number in the countless foliage.
Nor, can it be appropriately taken as signifying permanency
as every maple leaf disappears with the summer of its life.
If a single green leaf be plucked it shrivels in a few hours;
if it be pressed to retain its form, it becomes as fragile as
glass. In no form has the maple leaf the quality of the en-
durance which we desire to have associated with our national
emblem, and T am at a loss to understand what special con-
nection it has with Canadian history to lead to its selection for
such a purpose. With respect to colour, it can scarcely be
held that the natural colour of the beaver or of the leaf iy
suitable. Placed on the red ensign neither would be visible
at any distance, and it would clearly be in opposition to
nature to depict on the flag a white beaver or a white maple
leaf.

In my humble judgement we could with great propriety
append to the red ensign a single large white star, with
points representing each Province radiating from a common
centre. At the present time we have seven Provinces in the
Dominion and consequently such a star would have seven
points. With additional Provinces the element of constancy
of design would be obtained by increasing the points of the
star, one for each new Province.

In this proposal we would have all that can be claimed
for simplicity of design. A large white star on the lower
quarter of the fly of the British red ensign would be seen at
any distance, the flag itself could be observed ; it would be a
symbol of unity, and would represent the “many” combined in
sione.” A star,moreover, is an object of symmetry and beauty.
The star of Canada displayed on the red ensign of the
Empire would soon be known wherever a Canadian ship

wailed ; while in our own land it would be hailed with pride

and affection by every Canadian youth. In all parts of the
world it would be recognized as the Northern Star of
America, the meteor flag of the Dominion.

In respectfully submitting the suggestion T will add
that T have considered the observance of two main principles
as indispensible. First, that there should be as little inter-
ference with the flag of the Empire as possible. Second,

_that the addition to the flag be, alike, simple, appropriate,

and effective. The same principles should similarly be ob-
served in the tlags designed specially for the use of other
great British Colonies. Take the case of Australin. When
our distant sister Colonies come to be united perhaps they,
too, may obtain the requisite permission to place on the
British ensign a star to symbolize their union. The Austra-
lian or Southern Star necessarily wonld differ from the Can-
adion or Northern Star, in colour and in the number of
points constituting its form.

T submit a sketch* of the proposal which I have felt it
my duty to bring to public attention.

Ottawa, May 28th, 1895. Sanvrorp FLEMING.

INTIMIDATING WITNESSES. ~
Sir,—One of the painful episodes of the trial of the
Hyamy’ brothers for murder illustrates the growing evil of

“grossly abusing witnesses who give unwelcome evidence. Wit-

nesses often require to be animadverted upon for the manner
in which they give their evidence, or for other good reasons.
Tt is right for counsel to do this. But I refer to conduct
such as we might expect to find in & bav-room, but which
ought never to be permitted in a court of justice. I was
present in a court in Ontario when a visibly half-drunken
lawyer grossly insulted a respectable citizen who was giving
evidence. The outraged man vainly appealed to the stipen-
diary magistrate for protection against the legal bully. At
a great trial in Canada—several years ago—an eminent law-
yer, without the slightest justification, assailed the fair fame
of a young lady who gave evidence, and the judge did not,
as he should have done, rebuke the offender. It was re-
ported in the press that the lady’s sweetheart threatened to
chastise the lawyer. Had he done so, all would have said
it served the man right.

* The Editor of Tuz WEEK is so much impressed by the ap-
propriateness of the proposal made by Dr. Fleming in this letter that
he has taken means to have the sketch printed on the cover of this

issue of the journal.




