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t THE CANADIAN FLAG.

811t,-1.. have to ask the use of your coluinirs to add ri y
hu111 le qutat ute discussion with regard to the propriety
'Of adding solie ernbîeiiî to the British tlag to distinguish it

whene fyigtth rnasthcad of a Canadian vessel or, cIsc-
Whr, as a distinctiv-e mark of ouxr political position in tire

trpir.
For the last century the Union Jack lias been recog-

liized as the British ensigu ail the wvorld over ; iii this view
~ths been the Canadlian "flag. It is, 1 belie e, now consider-

ed that there are reasois for distinguishing 'thc Domninionî
ds'etYini its position as an iiîtegral portion of the Emipire.

h~i and, Irelauid and Scotland have ecdi a distinctive cxii-
beI separate and apart froii the national ensign. Iii tire

tr-InY each mepiarate. r-Iiiîint il known by its colors. On tire
haine . .c

.,principhe Caniada, Australia. anid S,ýouthi Africa îîîav
siiarly clajîui eachl somre syInbol on the flag to dinote tlicir

respective Positionîs.m

sicThe Union Jack, in its present forin, lias beeîî lying

Of thiete first year of the century ndsymnbolizes the union
th ltirme kingdois. Before the union of Ireland with

thOcthier two kingdunis tire lag wvas not xliat it is to-day.
1the Iono Scotlaîîd and England in the tinie of J ames

th atioîîal ensigîî bore the red cross of St,. George and

the ite criosno St. Audrew oui a blue field, constituting
thefistUnonJack. On the union of Ireland ini 1801,

Whe, anewensgn asdemanded, the red cross of St.
Prick Was superimposed over the white cross of St.

Auidrew, as is seen on the familiar Union Jack of to-day.

Theck flag known as the British ensigu shows the Union
Jakh1ithe uupper quarter. There are three such ensigus,

whiebile ndred The white is used as the flag of the
tcyal Navy, the blue ensigu il borne by ships cnjoying cer-

Prvi 5 suhas vessels iii the service of public de-
Part pivens or h

bneongj8 o nîMnanded by officers of the naval reserve,
boelby ain to niembers of yacht clubs. The red ensign il

lee. " l other Britishi ships, and is tire flag wve usually

qDUriîii the last few years a flag, has frequeîitly becii
dis4playdà as th, Catadian flag. It cuîîsists of the ied eui-

b0 g. Wi11th a shield containing the heraldic arin-i of tire
Iiiifliou shown on tire field. Attcnîpts have been mnade to

,,tý, for this introduction, general recognition as the
'O1nal ensgign. It iay, however, l)c objected to on several

"''d:(1) Th'ue lieraldic device is exceedingly conîplicated

emily i '3y be introduccd witlî difliculty. '(2) It is iiot
TherYdI tinlguislîable on vessels seen froin a distance. (3)

frr 5nu precedent on aîîy flag of the Motlier Country
fhi t'le introduction of such a coinbin.itioni. Tire dlag on

chih the British arrns are displayed is the Royal Standard,
ilhhi huisted only whcn a îierber cf the Royal Faînily

lineoe t. The Britishî airns aî*e never associatedi vith the
J0 ack on any flac, andl the introduction cf tire es-

naina (Ithe Dom)iniion, on tire re(1 cîîsin, to denote the
.cia t lag cf Canada, is obviously without warrant h

.OflcPt on is said to have taken its origin with an eîteï-pris-

Pu8h hi% te"d Ofunting in Glasgow, whose sole object was to

' legit~~ eIn wliat, doubtless , he lîelieved to lie a perfect

jetA goKIl deal cf attentioni bas been directed to the sub-
latel'y. It bas beeîî properly suggcsted that whatever

tively eaai to the British red erîsign to rnake it distinc-
ee.tei tha in, tlîe addition should in no way be compli-

,dsti' tatitshould be easily distinguishable at a înoderate
WO cland so simple tlîat the wife cf a fisherman or pilot

byl hav nodifficulty in shaping and placing it on the
U8ed bYhrhusband on his fishing snîack or pilot boat.

leTWO euniblerrs have been proposed as substitutes for the
hrldi, amis attenîptedit be introduced :(1) abeaver;

tic a 'pe laf So far as simplicity il concerned no objec-

Ile "be raised to either. The question, however, arises,
1phro inl Other respects, suitable ? The bea ver may ap-

whica Yely ugh be takeîî to signify industry, a quality
eVeryth. be tcu hiighîy comrnended, but industry is trot

cf"yt'l in the ofe f a nation. There are other meci-
à1lice flt ntural order (Rodentia), sc srt n

thil ualty ais active and industricus than tire beaver, and for
tee quni't alîle no one would drearn cf selecting one cf

e enifor Our national eînbleîn. The lion, the bear,
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and thre eagle have been chosen for sncb purposes by other
nations to indicate bravery, but I arn flot aware that courage is
one of the qualities for wbich tire beaver is famred.

Thre inapte leaf, whatever its recommendations, cannot
be held to represent unity. In a foi-est of inaples tire single

leaf is ilut one of the vast numnber in the countless folia-e.
Nor, cani it be appropriately taken as signifying perrnaneflcy
as every inaple icaf disappears with tire surrnner of its life.

If a single green leaf be plucked it shrivels in a few hours ;
if it be pressed to retain its forai, it becomes as fragile as

glass. In 110 forrn has the maple Icaf the quality of the eii-

durance whicli we desire to have associated with our national
enibleni, and I aum at a loss to understand what special con-

nection it lias with Candian lîistorv to lead to its selection for

,such a purpose. With respect to colour, it can scarcely be

hield that the niatural colour of tire beaver or of the leaf is

suitable. Placed ou tire red eîîsigni neither would be visible

at any distance, and it would clearly be in oppositioni t()

nature to depict on the flac a white beax er or a white maple
leaf.

Iii ny humble judgenient we couIld with great propriety

append to the red ensign a single large white star, witlî

points representing each Province radiating1 froin a comnon

centre. At tire present tirne we have seven Provinces iii the

Douiuion aud consequently such a star would have seveil

points. With additional Provinces tirc elenient of constancy
of desigu xvould be obtainied by iucreasiiig the poinlts of the
star, une for each uiew Province.

Iu this proposai we îvould have ail that can be claiîned
for simplicity of design. A large white star ou the lower

quarter of the fiy of the British rcd ensigu would be seeu at

any distance, the tiag itself could be observed; it would be a

syml)ol of uuity, and would represeut tire "many" coînbined iii

"one." A star,mioreover, is an objeet of synîmetry and beauty.

The star of Canada displayed on the red ensign of the

Empire would soon be known wvherever a Canadian ship

sailed ; while in oui. ownl land it would be hailed with pride

and affection by every Canadlian youth. In ail parts of tire

world it would be recognized as the Northcrn Star of

Aiierica, the ineteor flag of tire Doininion.
In respectfully subrnitting the suggestion I ivili addl

that I have considèred the observanîce of two miain principles

as indispensible. First, that there should be as littie inter-

ference withi the tlag of the Emipire as possible. Second,
that the addition to the tiag be, alike, simiple, appropriate,
and effective. The saine princîples should similarly be oh-

servedi in the flags desiguned specially for tire use o>f other

great British Colonies. Take the case of Austraham. Wheiu

our distant sister Colonies corne to be united perhaps they,
too, may obtain the requisite permission to place on the

British ensign a, star to symibolize their unîion. Tire Austra-
hian or Southeru Star necessarilv wonld differ froin the Can-
adion or Northern Star, ini colour and in the nuiliber of
points constituting its formi.

I submlit a sketch* of the proposai which I have feit it
niy cl ity to bring to public attention.

ottawa, MUay 28th, 1895. SAND)FOiti FLEIN(1.

INTIMIDATIN(G WITNESSES.

Sir, -One of the painful episodes of the trial of the

Ivanis' brothers for miurder illustrates tfle growiiîg evil of
grol'ssly abusing witnesses whiogive unwelconie evideuice. Wit-

liesses often require to be animadverted upon for thre îiannrei

in which they grive their evidence, or for other good reasons.

it is righit for, counsel to do this. But I refer to conduct

such as ive inight expeet to fiud iii a bar-rooni, but xvhich

ought neyer to be periitted ini a court of justice. I was

preseut in a court in Oritario whien a visibly half-drunken
lawyer grossly insulted a respectable citizen who ivas giviiig(

evidience. The outraged mian vainly appealed to tire stipeiil
diary nagistrate for protection against the legal bully. At

a great trial in Canada-several years ago--an eminent law-

yer, witbout the slightest justification, assailed the fair fanie

of a young lady who gave evidence, and the judge did not,
as hie should have donc, rebuke the offender. It was re-

ported iii the press that the lady's sweethreart threaterred tu

chastise the lawyer. Had he donc so, ail would have said

it servedi the man right.

*The Flitor of Tu, WEi, is su inuch impressedl hy the ap-

pr opriateness of the proposai niade hy Dr. Flemîing iii this letter that
he has taken means to have the sketch printed on the cover of tluis
issue of the journal.
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