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the wife has been guilty befure her betrothal,
the husband can claim a divoree, but the wife
on the same ground cannot.

Desertion, unfitness, imprisonment for life
of either party, constitute divorce ; and there
are special circumstances under which divoree
can be obtained, but only by means of direct
application to the Emperor (of Russia) the
Grand Duke of Finland, who may grant it as
a favour. A divorced wife is considered as a
widow ; she has no morce duties towards her
husband and can dispose of her person as well
as her property. A divorced couple may
peaceably sctile all about the children, but if
they cannot do this the innocent parent is en-
titled to take charge of them. Both parents
must contribute means for their maintenance
and education,

It is, however, satisfactory to learn that
““divorees ocenr comparatively seldom in Fin-
land.  After Belgium, our country presents
the smallest nuinber of divorced marrviages.”

The position of Fiunish women before the
law in relation to marriages is dealt with in
this paper more fully than will be necessary
in any other velation, because the position of
its women is always the measure of a country’s
moral standing, and it is wmost gratifying to
find that Finland and its legislators have not
only kept an alert eye on the foremost coun-
tries of the world, but have profited by its
ohservations, and does not appear to have heen
held back by any consideration short of the
best interests of its people.

8. A. CURZON.
b e

TWO SONNETS.

I.
TO THE CITY, FLORENCE : TEMP, 1870.

Thon Tuscan city, by fair Amo’s sand,
The story of thy glorious past doth ring
Like sweet-toned bells whose notes aceord-
ant bring
Ureat pride, large hope to each Ttalian land.
For thou hast many noble.  Ou thy strand
Dante had birth and with his threefold string
In sombre, painful, joyous strains on wing
Seraphic, he with wonder lifts our hand.
He sang a deathless song to death and life.
A brother soul came after ; in thy Dome
His words of living tive thundered the good.
These twain suflice thee  Spend no strength
in strife
For civic honours lost by thee to Rome
Where Ttaly’s world's capital hath stood.

1L,
TOANAMESAKEOF THE CITY: TEMP. 1883,

Swect namo of nascent promise, like a bud
Just bursting into blossom, Poet’s pen
Shall write of famous cities, famous men ;

Of maidens young and fair, like flowers that

stud

A yrassy plain, by banks of river-tlood.

No town 1s fairer than its fairest. Then
[ too may write to fairest in my ken,

And ease the fever that distracts my blood.

By innate grace and gnodness thou shalt win
The prive of radiant energy beside

Home's hearth, whose joy art thou.
currents flow -

That tlush thy mantling check and from within
Tell the pure impulses which there abide,

No mightier queen than thou my heart
shall know.
, ALFRED THOROLD.

Quick

Lord Delnymoere is having splendid sport

in Afrtca. He hag, together with the
genileman who is shooting with  him,
made a bag of 21 old elephants, Tour

small oncs, 23 lons, four chectahs and
one leopard, besides several wart hozgand
antelop2s. Niee 1ttle bag.—Baltimore
News,

THE WEEK.

THE CRITIC.

An interesting book has recently been pub-
lished by Messrs. Macmillan & Company,
namely, a translation of Goethe’s ¢ Prose Max-
ims,” by Mr. T. Bailey Saunders.  Out of a
mass some thousand and more in number, as
yet only some hundred and fifty of these max-
ims have found their way into English. M.
Bailey Saunders has here given us bhetween
six and seven hundred of them, nicely pre-
faced, numhered, classified, and indexed.

Maxims scem ever to have been the delight
of contemplative minds.  Almost we might
say that it is the mark of a contemplative
mind to have expressed itself in maxims,
Maxims by the score could Dbe culled from
Sanscrit literature, the Upanishad abounds
with them.  The Seven Sages are noted for
them.  In every writer of active mind and
meditative temperament they ave found —in
Plato, Marcus Aurelius, Kpictetus, Sencea,
Bacon, Voltaire, Rochefoucault, Joubert,
Amiel, William Hazlitt, Berkeley, Goethe. Tn
fact, n most mmteresting work might be compiled
by culling waxims on particular topies from
ureat, writers. '

The maxim holds
morals a place analogous to the generalization
or deduction in science ; it is a crystallization
of thought. It is, to utilize a phrasc Macaulay
applied to Bacon’s works, thought packed
close and made portable.  From this very con-
densation arises o woakness. There is no
tinality in thought, the full and complete
oxposition of any thought would reach to
omniscience.  And when an attempt is made
to confine a thought within narrow boundaries,
to give it distinct and definite outlines, there
is very great danger of a large mass of thought
eluding us.  So thut cpigrams and waxims,
much as they may pretend to be pure and un-
diluted truths, are after all often but fractions
of truth. Have we not heen taught that
truth is ““one and cternal 7 ¢

At first sight it woald seem that in the
maxim at all events we are freed from the bias
of the writer that in the tersenessand concinnity
of the aphorism and the cpigram there was no
room for personal idiosyncrasy, that even if
the trath expressed was a fraction not an
integer, yot that such fraction was altogether
exempt from the errancy of the personal equa-
tion. So at first sight it would seem.  Buta
very slight glance at the apophthegms of dif-
forent writors reveals the fact that it is no
more within the power of the writer to keep
his own bent and temperament out of the
maxim than it is out of the lyric—a fact which
goes to corroborate the peceability of this
species of expression.  We see In Rochefou-
cault in his ‘“ Maximes " as clearly as we sce
Joubert in his ** Pensdes,” though both the
¢ Maximes 7 and the ““Pensées” pretend to
give utterance to ahsolute thoughts wholly in-
dependent of la Rochefoucault and Joubert.
So with these ** Maxims and Reflections ” of
Goethe.  One of the strongest elements of
interest attaching to them is their present-
ation to us of the views Guoethe held upon such
topics as life and character, lterature and art,
seience, nature,  And not only does it show
us how Goethe looked at ““all this unintelli-
gible universe,” if we take the trouble to
compare the maxims of an Knglishman, a
Frenchman, and a German, it is quite possible
to think that there are apparent national as
well as individual chavacteristics. The French
mind and manner of thought seemn expressly
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