
THE WEEK.

brOI

ar it

)or.

El bY.b

'f io0010
It It àr

ntefl'y
Ll

tce

lot

MY

011 t

l)o i+ê

e0ad la

irtliU'

at

e de&

'fam

,id

bi

teri ge-

.EFliro '

Selo

pre) -

,Wlblie

reo lo

tCGne education. Hie work shows thor-
a'l9h famularity wlth the ciassîce, and ai-

t4 ugh~ %aeo rnlton are far

taket lu 15à3, and that o! M. A., ln 1587,
le6Probabiy thle reward of faiithful study.

ka Lits coîlege day bie hiadt turned bis

-to the stage. The time needed a great
r'gl'IRI mind, and tlie man was present

k the Perooo Kit Marlowe. The uphoid-

Ils O the Classical Draina wltb such an'
ahi dVoate as Sidney at their head,

%Ulg]t Vo tend the EnglIeli mlnd to an
4Dereclatlon o! the Draina of the Unities ;
*11jle ucb wltis as ]Robert Greene and

(44gePeele, to please the oiob, broke
Qrayfroin its severe art altogether, and

t"ed Vhe stage witb fantastie scenes
~'lfiitatkr figures that spoke lin a rbym-

ý'er8e Obnoxfous to the classical ear.

8 Y11101di Volnts out, lmn is able work
Stbis penid, Marlowe arose Vo amalga-

ilaethese two forces lImto a species o!
once more original and stronger

e letber of the forme that liwere its par-
'ls unrbyrnîng verse hie saw to lie more

- turude for the presentaton of 111e than

t iO!rd hym o! the profeesional draina-
t4 Or hie trne ; but lie further saw that

teda4matle unitiee o! Turne and Place
%id e abolisbed to advantage, and s0

h e ePted the !reedom o! tbe Romantic

%I1lutlon1 and at the marne 'limegave lmt

!K a lesme strengtb by iopping off
'li Ilaiersmerhyrne o! the age.
TePrologue to bis fîrst great play,

'iburlalneIl written white hie -was at
tlee, shows'tbat the boy o! iess than

"t?'%y-four knew that bie had genlus
%4ahove bie !eilowa, and that th

br Would eageriy welcome bis new
bers.

r 0i1an tlg-giug veius o! rbymIng inother-

Aid ench concetse as clowmage keeps ln

te'llead Yomu Vo the etateiy tent o! -war,
beYo'u shall hear the Scythian Tam -

raokgthe world with hlgh as-

An to-undllg termie,
~<lsco.urgln;g klngdonen with hlm con-

leqejgsword.
W u lspîcture In thîs traglc glass,

AnId then applaud hlm fortunes as you

TeEngllisb world wa8 flot slow to
%Z9111ze the beauty o! the "New Draina,"1

%,TaInbuiline became the play o! the
%land froin its appearance tli the ap-

%,tallee o! Edward Il., Marlowe wvae the
Iýq PlaYwrigbt ln Englancl.
It 16 Possible that, Ilke Shakspeare, lie

Get t1ime on the stage. A baiiad en-
II "The Atbelst's Tragedie"l says

lie had aisoe a player beene

11Po 1 the Curtalue-stage."

uiaI t were so,, It 'wam for buta short
'ike bis fell-ows lits Ilfe was a iewid

lewa.s a rival o! Greene and Peele,

weîi.Y ln literature, but ln thelr -vices
"elýHowever, the tact that f roi»

Q apearance od Tamburlaine to the
Drtlo of Edward JI, wefind contlnuous

ifes b, is art, graaîte; power In grasp-

U&bnmore profouad and io!ty
be 'glt keener ingiglt lnto character,

Ilek aes! assiduous -etudy, ive are
to thlnk th4t lits dissipation was
'I1dicîmpîimve its of rlotoiisnels,

Il~ a Cloijded tbe Illfe o! the qrnan *most
Ini modern lterature -Byron.

jb arge of athelâm bas been s0 eni-
"' fizaSit htm that wa are too

(387

ipt t.o thlnk of -hlmi ae, Marlowe, the Eliz- L
ibethan Atheiest. If we study bie works f
carefully, and reo3t our opini±on on them, t

rather than on the utteranCeS (4 the dru nk-

ard Greene, or the felon, BaLins, we wvill t

fid but Iiittie, ground for dogmatisin on h

tbis point, and àt the m.ost ean ouiy Inter i
that hie had emancipated hlinsel! froin the

tbeology o! lits age, and was neither athe-

Lot nor ChrIstian -4lke many another, anu
alhelet in Ille and action, but a theist in t
is better -nloments-aînd a thelst far In

ad, ance of liks age. Place Bame's char-

ges imiler exaanlnatço,, and they can be
credIted by no dl'scernlng nild. No doubVr,
iike many auotber Impulsive young man,
lie gave vent to extravagant utterances
about the D)eity. Again, too, when un-
der the Influence of Itquor, athelsticai ex-
pressions inay have eseaped b-lu. A s J.
M. Barrie strikigly pute It : IIFor wlien
Kit à; drunk hie l8 an la!idel.",

Bame, amomg hilm "Opinions of Christ-
opher Marlowe," bas the foilowing :
" That yf ther banyGodorgood Reigion,
then it le the PapJ&tes, Ibecause the service
of God le performed -wlth ,more ceremonyes,
a" elevackn of the masse, organs, singlnge
men, ehaven crowns, etc. That ail Prot-
estamtee ar biypoerltlcall Ase--s."

Agaiist thie shouEld be placed the"I Mas-
sacre o! Paris," a drama writtem lin hie
latter years. This draina le entlrely ln

sympathy whtb the Protestants of France,
and holds np wltb abborrence, bordering on
fanaticlIsn, the character of Guise and the
Roman .Cathoiic party. It gives a flat
ceontradictIon to Baqme',s asosertions mnade
alter Marlowe's death. It inay lie oh-
jected that Marlowe was a (lramatist, and
was worklng ais au artiet, and not glving
bie own bellefe ln thîs play. But 'ar-
lowe wae unlike Shakspeare la this res-
pect : bis piays are reflectitons o! bimeif.
Be was as subjective as Byron.' Tam-

burlaine, Mortimer, Barabbas, Fanstus, ail
depict his ow» Ille; aEnd Il we had no otb-
er materlal we could bulld up the char-
acter o! the man froin hls creationu.

If we examine Fauatus carefuily we

will find that Marlowe was but a hlp-
athelét, Mephigtopblls says:

"For wlien we licer one r'ack the naine
of God,

Abjure the Seriptures and hie Saviour,
Christ,

We fly, in hiope toiget bis glorioue soni;
Nor wlli we corne, unlee he use sncb

ineans
Whereby bie la ln danger to be damnýd."

Bers Marlowe rias grasped the doý,trtine
o! free-wLU with a force that la only sur-

passed by bie contem.PorftrY, Shakspeare,
ln Macbeth. Be isees that the powers

o! evii can oniy work when the soui tbey

would attack !à wllilag to, admit thein.
Thbe moral bea uty of Macbeth binges on

the gtreugth witb whieh Sbaks.peare bias

Worked out the saine idJea. The witcbes

had no poweT over Bs-nquo's sturdy soul;
but over Macbeth, wbo bad, even wbcn hee
met them, murder ln bis heart, their p'îwer

becornes absolute.
Âgaiu, mephistophlll deciares:

IlWhy, this 1@ bell, f04' amn I ont of! t.
Tbiaikrt 'tbou that 1, -ho eaw the face

of God,
Aue taated the eternal )oýym o! beaven,
Airn ot tormented with ten thoutivnd

belle,
in being deprIved Of everlasting bim 7

The materlal boet, tO ýthe mmud o! Marlowe

rr Rhakspeare, muet have seemed uttér

no,>tee - but the reaiity \Of the lInfinite,

o inatter what their lves miglit be, --as
o-, evydent to be denied by such iun ln
ijeir truest and best nioments. And Mar-
uwe, In tbis passage, bas grasped lhe
rutb o! the words *B e t-bat-bath the Son
îath Ilîe, bie tha.t bath mot the iSon batb

îot lite." Bell or Heaven to these men
vere not thungs o! the future, anid white
nad passion plunged Mariowe's soul into
t bell upon earth, and shut hbm out froin,
lhe pre6ence od God, no bnan knew bis pos-

Ltion better thau lie did hlimacif.
Faustus, like Marlowe, was no cowaril,

but wttbI "n-anly fortitude" dares ail. To
gain hie end bie would Il u-mp the Ille to

eoqne," and even -with the warnIng that

lLephiistopbl-ls bad given hlm lie selle bie
soui te Lucher. Be belîeves, but would
satiefy bis ambition, no matter wbat the
cost May b'e. The day ot rekoning cornes,

and the a-wfui cry, " See, wiiere Cbrist's
blood streains lin the firmament," bias a ein-
cerity and rtrengtb that should starnp
Marlowe as believing the thougbt of It

wben hie peiined it. This Une IR wortby

o! carefut thouglit. If we were to exam-
ine Engllsb blank verse lt wouid be dit-
ficult to f lad, even In Shakspeare. a single

he'o! greater power. Wbat other art
couid bave produced the maine feelings ?
Sculpture, music, painting, migbt strug-
gle lui vain to gîvet'h,2 tragle beauty of

thisel~newy verse. Not only Is the dra-

mna tbelstic lu Its spirK, but the chorus

at the close, btglunning :

"Cut is the branch that mlght bave
groswn full st.raiglit"

shows the llmlted buman lu coutra8t with

the Infinîte, and wo'uid bave the "l wlse

and prudent" reverence the power tbat

mnaketii for rigbteou13R55,"
In Mariowem lateet and ableet work

we bave an n'tterance by Edward II, wvhlcb
le moj sincere that we cannot ieave this

topie witbont quotIng It.

IlNow, zweet God lui beaven,
Malte me despime thie transltory poinp,
Ana ait foraye entbroui5gd in beaven 1

Compare this witb Wolsey's:

"Bad I but served my God with bal
the zeal

Iserved My king, Be w-ould not lu
Milue age

Have loft me naked to mine enems,"$

and amy candid reader wv>l admit that

Sbakspei're and Marlowe on woridiness

and transitO<'Y pomp are atone, and thât

tbey believed that. the llgbeRt Il! e was

not that of the fiesb, but of ithe spirit.

in Marlowe. however, these are but

gleamans o! a spirltual Ille that . ee

shone wltb sucb a fuli blaze of poetic in-

sfgbt as we find lu airnOst any o! 8bak-

speare's plays; but tbley go9 tO show

that Marlowe was no doginatIc athe-
Jst. This bas been dwelt on et sOnie

lengtb, as many students tur» from hlm

,witboýut examInlug is work carefuily,
thlnking that but littie tbat 19 gxood

couid be found la Marlowe, Ilthe athel.st,"

IlMarlowe, the drunkard, statu n na tav

cmn brawi."
Whatever Il Illte may bave been, Eng-

ieb Iteri'till' owes hlm an Incalculable
debt. go w-as pioneer to Sbaksflare.
He lied a rougb road to travel, -a bost

o! IIrhYffiig mother-wit-s" tw conquer. -

burlesque raid farce Vo vanquieb; and, lie
did is work go ably that, so far as

f on» was concerned, lie leit SWakspeare
notbi«i< to discover.

BIenk verse bad been trIed before b1m


