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THE pressure of comipetition froin foreign imported labour in tîe
manufacturing and mining districts of the States is so sevorely foît by the
native workmen that the Knights of Labour are apparently going to make
the restriction of immigration a livo question in the near future. The
indications are that a good deal will ho beard fro'n the Knights on this
subject within the next few months; and we trust that in the discussion it
xwill bo conceded tbat Commercial Union would confer such benefits on the
States that they can afford to beave the door open to admit the vast body
of Canadian artisans'and workpeople whonî the adoption of Commercial
Union wouid probably tbrow out of employaient hore. The current,
Forum contains an article by Professor Boyesen proposing to restrict the
immigration of persons ]ikely to ho dangerous to the State by reason of their
character ; but the Knights' proposai is to restrict, not on account of
character, but on accotant of quantity. The argument of Professor Boyesen
is that the foreign elenuent is of necessity a discontemited population
which romains unabsorbed and alienated, and threatens gociety with
Socialistic danger ; whîle the Knights' objection to more imîmigrants is
tbat their arrival in such numbers tonds to lower wages, and to prevent
those already here from obtaining a fair compensation for their labour.
But it appears to us that there is much to be said against both positions.
If, for instance, the lower clasa of foreign immigrants is to ho shut out
inexorably, the business of mining and otber kindred industries must
suifer, for the native Americans, even Americans of one generation only,
will not use the pick contentedly ; the farm, the shop, the morchant's
warehouse, is what they look to, leaving the hewing of wood and drawing
of water to the unskilled foreigner. And on the other band, while,
however foolish it may appear, it is perfectly logica], after having by exces-
sive Protection stimulated wages to an abnormal heiglit, to prohibit the
operation of the laws of supply nnd demnand by preventing the inevitable
inflow of compoting labour attracted by the high rate of wages ; yet, in
fact, an open door admitting ahl comors is, in the long run, the best
protection for the working man, as a means of prevonting the worst
ixtravagances of Protection, and saving him front its ill effeots, which

ultimately faIt on him. most heavily.

1T would ho ratIer a startling development of the McGlynn case if
that excomnmunicatod individual should turn and prosecute the Roman
Catholic Church for boycotting. If excommunication were as effective
to-day as it used to ho, it would ho a sevoro boycott ; and that is a
punishable offence in the States ; but fortunately, or unfortunately, it is
hard to say which in this case, the tumes are againat t ho force of excom-
munication ; and the only effect of the thunders of the Church now wiIl
ho to reduce Dr. McGlynn front the statua of a somi-socialist clothed in
seime sort witl the autbority of the Church, to that of thouaands of seculars
who will not now ho overtopped by the prioat. This will strip himt of
much of his influence, but that influence ceased to ho lis by right the
moment hoe disobeyed lis Oclsiastical superlors, and lie now lias to faîl
into the ranks of other citizens, and stand on lis monits alonte. Mean-
while lie bas publisbod tîrougl Heonry George's paper, the Standard,
a version of lis controversy witl the authoritios of the Clurch that
doos not lelp lis case a whit with impartial observera. Hie lias been
excommunicated, not for any political opinions hoe held, but for refuaing to
oboy a sumimons to Rouie to confer with the supreme authorities of bis
Church and explain lis opinions. As a priest le owod that obedience,
and nothing can excuse lis refusal-certainîy not the excuse he makos
tlrough the Standard that lie dare not make the voyage because lie is
troubled witl a serious heart affection, and that lie lad not the necessary
pecuniary means. lIt is well known that these means would bave been
furnisled him by lis frienda for the voyage if le lad cbosen to undertake
it ; and as to the heart affection, a voyage to Rome would certainly not
aggravate it so mudli as lis recont active participation in a Socialistie
crusade, and lis threatened con test with the Churcl and usurpation of its
rites, "in spite of bishop, propaganda, and Pope."~

MR. GLADSTOlqE iS naturally ùnuch elatcd at the evidence apparently in
has favour furnished by the bye-elections, and ho is rigît to make the best
use of it lie can in lis present struggle; but hoe will do well to remember
that lis groat rival Lord Boaconsfield was lured to lis destruction in 1880
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