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IN an answer to the Governmient Memorandum on Riel, Mr. Giroulias formulated the complaint of his Frencli-Canadian compatriots; and,cannot butt think, a weaker caue was neyer preseitteti for public judgmeHis contention is, in substance, that a criminal, iii order to save im;nfromn due punishment, bas oniy, when no other loophole of escape remaopen, to qftýr to submit to justice; that when a jury reconîmends to merthis recommendation, as part of the verdict, nîust flot be sot aside; t]the Indian massacres, being legitimate fromn the point of view ofIndiana, we must, to estimate the degree of their guilt, descend to thlevel of civilization ; that Riel and the insurgents diti not commit hitreason, but were guilty at the most of a riot when they took up arms,is proved by their design to capture General Mititieton, andi hold humi ashostage to assist them in nîaking better ternis with the Governmieît ; arfinaily, that the man who organizeti the rebeliion, carried it on for montiand wrote its history, was insane. To any candid mind these propositio
carry their own refutation. But there is one argument advanced by M'Gîrouard about which tiiere may be some difference of opinion. It is than officiai enquiry, not a contidentia] one, shoulti have been matie by Goernment into Riel's ailegeti insanity. But wc ail know what this Wouhave reaulteti in. Both aides wouid have been represfnuted on the Commision, contrary opinions wouid have been expressed, andi each opinion woulhave been as valueless as the other. To any one whose jutigment may bat any tîme disturbed as to the crimiinaiity of the accuseÀ in such cases, wcomniend tlîe foilowing excerpt fromi an article by Baron Bramwell in thi

Nineteenth Century for December-
"éIt is saiti and contentiet that medical men, especiaily those who havexperience in deaiing with insane persons, have a speciai riglit to givopinions wheni a question of insanity is raiseti; that it is a question foexperts, andi that thcy are experts. 1 who]ly deny it. 1 hava hearti LoriCampbell, the Chief Justice, say the saine, and object to*a question, ' Wathe man sane 1 ' say ing that is for the jury to answcr. Insanity is no mora question for an expert than lameness. la tile man lame ? is lie mati? ar(equaliy questions of fact, to be jutigeti of as a mat.tcr of fact. .. If the marwalks lame, I couiti not helpiîîg thinking so, even if a Paget saiti lie wa~nlot; it would in sucli a case turn out that we saw differenti Y, or meantdifferent things by lameness. There may be a corresponding difference asto insanity. But it is riot for the medical man to iay down the iaw onthis subject, anti say what is madness. I w.ill not pretenti to say or tiefinewliat la ; nor would I lameness. But I say it is a question for ordiuarypersons, anti not for experts; anti so is the question wlîether it exiats inany particular case."

I an interview lately hati by a Ilcrald reporter' with Mr. Brytiges,Ilutson's Bay Landi Commissioner, the fact came out that aithougli tlîecrop in Manitoba bas been a gooti one, "la certain amount bas beeu damageti
by eariy frost. At least one-haif of tbe crop wiii turn out lirst-ciass; but thebajance is slightly frosteti." If we mistake not, this is the thirti season iinsuccession tliat early frosta have done damage to tlie cropa there. Manitoba
is going through the experience of Ontario in the early days of settiement,
when similar destruction of the cropa by froat was of frequent occurrence,
The sturdy pioncera here soon Iearned, however, by experience the proper
time to sow anti the best kinds of seeti to use ; but in Manitoba thefarmers now are at the disativantaga of either having to go bayonti this
know]edge by fintiing out a bard wheat like "BcRd Fyfe " that wili ripen
earlier than that ; or to take to a softer kinti like "lGolden Drop," that lias
the desirable quality of ripening cariier, but that seils at a iowcr prica.
lu this connexion it is as weii to. observe that the price of wheat inManitoba ranges fromn 63 to 67 cents ; butter 8 to 10 cents ; live cattie
3 to 3à cents-prices which do not app,,ar to leave mucb margin for
diminution, aven if mixeti farming be more gerieraiiy adopted. ln viewof the *uncertainties of the situation, it would aemi scarcely wise for Ontario
farmers to remove just now to Manitoba in the expectation of bettering
their condition.

To judge from. the reason given for the appointaient of Mr. George E.Foster as Minister of Marine anti Fishries"I because lie belong" to theBaptiat denomination,' which from, its numieri-cal strength iîî the Dominion
is entitleti to one representative in the Cabinet "-judging fromn this, the

members of tlie Government are selecteti not on account of their fitness foroffice but as representatives of religious bodies. This is a new methoti ofJRE. wed eitg3ter Chrch anti State; anti if it goes on we shall soon haveyabla the edifying spectacle of a Ministry of the Crown composeti of ministers of
ce;t the gospel. But the present appointment appears to be doubie-etigei. Itug:- ia apparently designèd to attacli not only a raligious society to the Govern-nade ment but also a moral one. Sir John seemingîy thinks some of luis
tiPe colleagues or their constituents may be accuseti of taking the.ir water ardn ltic toc, weak ; anti lie therefore makes ail right in the eyes of therigliteous by a recruit fromn the temperance .platform. Not men of bramasard anti capacity are needeti to carry on the Government, but ticiegates fromwe classe8 that control votes.
nt.
self THE firat Message of President Cleveland is irfteresting as the first.ina officiai utterance of the chief of a party that bas been out of officecy, for over a quarter of a century., Since the Iast represeutative of thatliat party lielti the Prussidential office the country lias gone through a greatthe war, anti a new fiscal policy, tifligneti originally to provide for tbe extra-eir ordinary expehîditurea incurreti by that war, bas grown into a thoroughlygh rootati aystemi of Protection. How inlmovabîy fixeti it bas become may beas sean by the tentierneas with which the President, beati of the party opposeda to it by tradition, now touches it. Althoug h evne fth oendt, ment are in excesa of its actual needa, lie doca. flot recomnienti that tbeus, Protective system which produceti that reatilt be abantioneti On the con-ns trary, hie recognizes that the large protecteti vesteti interests-the huge[r. monopoies..must nlot ha disturbeti, adding, rather curiousîy, f liat tbeat question of Free iraie ia not invoiveti in the amount of excesa of taxationy- raiseti, anti deprecating any general discussion of the wisdom or expediencYId of a Protcctive syatem. This sureiy is a remarkabie utterance. It lookss- very much as if the Presitient were not unwiîîing to relax a little in prin-[Id cipie, for the sake of other cônsiderations. No tioubt any sutiden change,'e or projeet of change, in the fiscal poiicy of the country wouîd greatiy dis-e turb tratie;.but surely the nation is nlot comnîitteti iînmovabîy to Protec-e tion; anti if it be intendeti at ail to set sail in a different direction, thiswoulti seem to be a fit time, with the favouring circumatance of a Freee Tratie ship's company aboard to do if. -But, however, it must be remema-e bereti that a Presidoîst's Message to Congress is not of the authoritativer nature of the Queern's Speech te Parliament. The Message is suggestived mareiy; anti as the Executive, whose programme it is, stands outaside the8 Legisiature, anti bas, therefore, no part ini its discussionCnraslaaacquireti the habit of wholly ignoring its recoinmentiationa.

8 BOUND up as Canada ia by such close commercial tics with tlie Union,anyindcatonof a change in ita fiscal policy wouid ha of importance to us,*who, following in our hunge neighbour's wake, have but recentîy driftedinto the sea of Protection. For it is cicar that if the States shoulti adopta policy of Frac Trade, or readjuat thair tariff for revenue purposes only,Canada hati best do so likewise ; anti if the President liat ahown a tentiencyto push Free Trade to the front, it might ha faIt that a step was gainedtoward a dloser commerciali union between the two peopies. But in factbis utterance, altlîough cautious anti non-'comlmittal, must> consitiering biscircumstances, ba taken as a decideti set-back to Frac Trade, anti thareforea discouragement to Commercial Union. For we take it that whie by tlichiigl-protectiva systeni the cost of manufactures is se enhanceti that tbayare norniaily shut out fromt ail foreign markets, it woulti be unwise forCanada to unbar hier door and let them in. A chief resuit of Protectionis to produce a local glut cf cominoditica. to dispose of the surplus part ofwhich, in ortier that tlic price of the rest may ha Inaintainei, a sacrificemarket is, in the absence of a legitimate foreigu mnarket, highly desirahia.Anti sucli a sacrifice market woulti Canada become. Tlie American mnanu,facturer for fifty-flve million home.consumcrs can well afforti to supplyfour or fivq million other consumera with commodities at even below cost,if by so doing lie cal1 relieve the homne market anti s0 maintain prices.For it is the presence or absence of this surplus, perhaps 1inconsitierable inquatitity, that regulates tile price of the whoic. But wliat would relievethe American manufacturer woulti romn the Canadian. With foreign goodasahiing below cost, however much tlic cons'umer might profit-andi to profitat ail hie must ha in no way concarneti in p.roducing similar comhodities-the Canadian manufacturer, with bis whole staff of labour, woulti havenothing left for it but to emigrate.

Now that an agreenhent with France respecting thec Newfountiîandfisheries bas been arriveti at by Englanti, as is reporteti to ha the case, if isto b hlopeti that a lastiug Lettiement cf the similar question betweenCanada anti the States may ha concludeti. The President's recommenia-
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