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snob had been bis purpose, he.seemed te have ne ulteorii view;
fer, àfter gazing for an instant, lie vithdrew bis eyes in confusion,
and, pushing off the raft, dropped rapidly down the river, and vas
seon out of sight.

Lelias life was as calin as a sleeping lake, whioh a oud wili
blacken and the wing of an insect disturit. Even this littie in-
cident was matter for thouglit, and entered into the soft reveries
of sixteen. She feit ber cheeks tingle as she wendered ltou' long
the yeung mnan had gazed at hier threugh the trees, nnd why bie
had floated away withoutspeaking,vben be bad succeeded inattractý
ing lier attention. There vas delicacy~ in bis littie contrivance,
te save lier the surprise, perhaps the terrer, of seeing a stranger
in such a situation; titere vas mode8ty, in the confusion witit
vitict lie turned away bis itead; and wbat perbaps vas as valu-
able as aither aven te the geutie Lelia, titere was admiration, dep
and devout, in those briliant eyes that had quailed beneath hers.
Tbe youth vas as beautiful as a dream; and bis voice, 1-it was
se olear, and yet *so soft-so powerful, yet se melodious 1 It
baunted bier ear like a prediction.

It was a week before site again saw this Apollo of bier girlish
imagination. It seemed as if in thte interval titey bad bad time
te gat acquainted 1 Tliey exchanged salutations-the next time
they spoke-and the next time tbey conversed. Tliere vas ueth-
ing my sterieus in their communications. He vas probably a
farniars son of the uppar. valley, who liad been attraoted, like
others, by the faine of the liress of old Niccoli. He, indeed,
knev netbiug of books, and hae loved poetry more for the saka of
mnusic titan its own: but wliat of that?-the vritings of God
were around and within them ; and these, if they did net under-
stand, they at least feit. Hae vas bold and vigorous of mind;
and titis is beauty te tbe fair and tiinid. Ra skimmed. along thte
adge of the precipice, and sprung frei rock te rock i the torrent,
as fearlees as the chamois. He was beantiful, and brave, and
prend ; and this gloricus creature, witit radiant eyes aud glowing
citaaks, laid hintseif down at lier feet, te gaze- upon lier face, as
pets vership the moon 1

The vend(, before se monoteuous,.so blauk, se drear, was nov
a heaven te poor Lelia. One titing enly perplexed lier : they
were sufficiently long-according te the calculations of sixteen-
and suifficiently wail acquainted; their sentiments itad beau
avewed without dis e; their faith plighted beyond recail; and
nýs yet'her lover had ney"Ier mantîoed bis naine 1 Lelis., reflacting
on this circumstance, condemned, for the moment, bier pracipita.
tien; but tliere vas now ne lielp for it, and site conld only ne-
selve te extent the secrt-i4f secret it vas-at the next meeting.*

Il My naine ! » said the lover, in raply te ber f rauk and sudden
question; Ilyou vill knov it swon eneugb." IlBut I viii net be
said nay. Yeu must tell me nov-or at ail avents to-morev
night."

IlWhy to-,norrow niglit 1J "Beause a yonng rich suitor, on
whemi my fatber's heart is set, is tlien te proposa, in proper fonut,
for this poor baud; and, let the confession cost vhat it may, I
ivill not overthrow the de.at plana of my only -parent vithout
giving a reason wbich viii satisfy aven bim. Oh, yen do net
know Mm 1 Wealth weigbs as notbing iu the scale against lis
daughter's itappiness. * You may be poor for augbt 1 know ; but
yen are good, and beneurable, and titarefore, in bis ayes, ne un-
fitting match fotFLelia." It vas ahnost dark; but Lelia tiought
sha perceived a sutile on lier lever's face vitile she spoka, and a
gay suspicion fiashed titrougit lier mind, whicli made hier beant
beat and ber cieaks tingla. Re did net ansven for many minutes;
a struggle of soute kind seemed te agitato bim ; but at lengtb, in

a spprssd vic, h sid- T.moro nihtthe.""Haro?"
"No, in your fatber's bouse; in tbe presence of-my rival,"

Tite morrov night anrived ; and, witit a ceramonious formality

gzactised on sncb occasions in the vailay, the lover of vhom Ldelia
adspkan vas presented te hie mistresa, te ask permission te

pay -bis addresses; or, in otbar vords-for thena is but short
sbri! t for an .Anzascan maid-te demand baer baud in marrnage.
This vas indeed* a match 'on vbich old Niccoli bad set bis beart ;
fer the offen vas by far the best tbat could bavé been fonnd froin
tba Val d'Ossola te Monte Rosa. Thte yonth vas rivh, veil-loek-
ing, and prudent even te coldnegs ;-vhat more conidafatherdesiret

Lelia had put off tba minute of appearing in tbe percb, wliere
tite eiders o! both families liad assembled, as long a possible.
Wile mecbanically arranging bier dress, site continuied te gaze:
ont of the lattice, whicb commanded a viev of tbe road and of
tbe parties babyw, in expectation that increased te ageny. Bitter
werehler reflections during that interval I Sitewas almost tempt-
ed te believe that vitat h4d passed vas notiting more than a dreaut
-a figment o! bier imagination, disordered by poetry and solitude,
and perbaps in semas mensura varped by diseaise. Hlad site been
made the sport of an idle moment il-and was the sinile she bad
observed on lier lover's face only tite hiteald o! tite laugit vhich
paritaps at this moment testified. bis enjoyment of bier perplaxity
and disappointinent ! His conduct presented itself in thea double
light of folly and ingratitude'; and at lengtb, in obeclience te thte
repeated surmens of bier fatiter, site descended te thea poroh vitit
a trembling step and a fevered cbeek.

The sigbt o! the company titat avaited lier aved and depressed
han. She sitrunk frein thoei witit more titan morbid timidity;
vhîle thitar stony ayes, iixed upon bier in ail tbe rigidity of forut
and transmitted customt, seemed te freeze lier very iteant. Titere
vas eue titane, bowaver, vitose ideas of Ilpropriety," strict as they
-were, could neyer prevent bis eyes frein glistening, and bis armes
freint extending, at the approacit of Lelia. Hen father, after hold-
ing lier for a moment at arm's-length, as vitit a doatiug look bis
eyes wandered over the bravary of lier new white dress, drew bier
close te bis besoin, and blessed ber. "My cbild," said le, smiling
gaily tbrough a gatheriug tear, Ilit is bard for an old man te
tbink of p.anting witit ail hae loves in tite vend: but thte lavs of
nature must be respected. Young men vill love, and young lasses
vill lice, te the end of time; and uew families vili spring up eut
o! their union. It is the vay, giri-it is thte fate o! maids, and
tbere's an end. For sixteeni yars have I watohed ever yen, aven
like a miser vatcbing bis geld;. and nov, treasure of my lîfe, I
give yen avay 1 AIl 1 ask, on yonr part, is obediance-aye, and
cheerful oitediance-after thea manner of our ancesters, and accord-
ing te the lavs e! Qed. .After titis is over, lat the old man stand
aside, or pass away, viten it pleases Heaven; hae lias loft bis child
happy, and bis ciuld's children wil bss bis memory. Ha bas
drunk o! thte cup of life-sweet and bitter-bitter and sveet-
aven te thea bottent; but with bofiey, Lelia-tanks te bis blessed
danling !-with itoney in the dregs 1 "

Lelia feul on bier father's neck, and sobbed alond. Se long and
bitter vas bier sobbing that tita formality o! the party vas breken,
and tite cinele uanroved anxious]y anound bier. Witen at lest site
raised hier bead, it vas sean that bier cheeks vere dry, and bier face
as white as the marble of.Oondaglia.

A murmur of compassion rau titrougi the by-standers ; and tbe
vends Ilpoor tbing 1-still se delicata 1-old hysterica ' ivre
vhisperingly repeated frei n e te the other. The fatiter vas
alanmed, and itastened te cut short a ceremony îvhich seemed se
appalling te the narvous tinicity of Itis daugiter. IlIt is eneugi,"
said hae, "lail viii ba over ini a moment. Lelia, de you accapt of
titis young man for your suiter 1-cone, eue littie word, aud it la
doue." Lelia tried in vain te speak, and site bowed bier acqui-
ascence. IlSirs,» continued Niccoli, Ilmy daugitter accepte o! the
suitor yen! offer. It is aneugh ; sainte your mistress, my son, and-
let us go in, sud pass round the cup of alliance." IlThe maidan
bath net ansvered," observed a cold, cautieus voice among thea ne-
lations e! the suitor. IlSpeak, then," said Niccoli, casting an
angry and disdainful look at tite formalistl-" it is but.a vend-
a sound. Speak 1 " Lelia's dry, witite lips lied uuclosed te obey,
vitan the gata of the little court vas vrencitad open by eue vite
vas apparently tee mucît ini baste te Sund the lateit, sud a man
rusbed inte the midst of tite circle. IlSpeak 'not I' lieh sbouted,
I forbid 1 " Lalia sprung tovards him vitit a stiflad cry, aznd

-vould hava tltrown hersaI! into bis armes, had site net bean suddan-
ly cauglit midvay by bier fathar.I "Wbat is this 1 " demauded lie
sternly, but in risiug alari; Ilruffian-drunkard-madman 1
vbat oeuld yen ItareV" "Yen cannot provoka me, -Nicceli," said
thte intruder, Ilvere you te spit upon me 1 1 coma te demand yoiti
danghter iu marriaga." IlYout!', shouted tite enraged fatiter.
IlYeun!" repeated tha relations, in toes o! vonde'r, scru, rage or
ridicule,. according te the temperament ef the individual. "lTere


