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THE ONTARIO "'WORKMAN

iy

-Jmn:'rma ON THE LABOR QUESTION
o N ENGLA.ND

,,,Sm Oharles Trevelyan was one of the
spoakers, Having had great experignce a3
» Governor in Indis, his words of encqur-
agemont had great weight. He- compli-
mented. the Warwickshire laborers: on the
unexpected degree of sagacity and modera-
tion which they had displayed, and he had
no hentatlon in Baying that if the Warwick-
shire Union went on as it had begun, it
wouls in a short time overapread the whole
couniry and remove all obstacles, Mr.
Savage, a farm laborer from'Cambridge-

* ghire, in a plaintive voice and modest plead-

"ing maunner, told the story of his own life.
Now he has a family, he has only two shill-
ings and twopence a day, and is a young,
straight, active looking man. The other
week he remained in the. rain, atacking his
master’s property, until the rain ran down

- into his boots ;- yet his master stopped six-

pénice odtof his' wagés "béoaiise he had loat
two hours.{. Thoy.had léarned the lesson of

. union from their teacher, Mr, Arch, and he

was persuaded that.only union could save

. them. - Mcr.. Strange, -from the border of

‘Wales, another agricultural delegate, spoke
as they all did, with some diffidence, before
s London audierice. © However; they made

good progress when the ice of speech was'

broken. . He stated: that Lady Bangdale,
in his neighborhood, had sent orders to the
- farmers holding under her that the hands
were not to be turned out of the holdings,
but to have -twelve months’ lease of their
cottages, and six months’ notice. They,
therefore, were sure that the very agitation
of unionism was bringing them good. In
Herefordshire they had abolished altogether
truck and cider payments, which was a great
improvement. Poor laborers were fed on
" bread and drenched with bad cider, and
thus brought to the parish, through intes-
tinal feebleness, long before their time. Mr.
Strange, who had got a little education in
his youth, spoke like a self-possessed, sen-
gible, young man. He related that they
had & moonlight meeting in Gloucester-
shire the other night, when an old man
took his hat, or something, off his head,
when his white locks gtreamed in the wind,
and wore a plcturesque silverness in the
moonlight. "The old man said that, if the
prospect of union and self-help had come
~earlier in his day, what a blessing it would
have been to him and his children. When
he heard of this agitation for improving
theu' position, he .thought that the Lord
had come down from Heaven to help them.
- Poor old man. He had been very patient
at the Lord’s remaining away so long. The
story affected the meeting, being told with
egome pathos. The speakers had mostly put
on their best coats, which slightly disguised
their agricultursl calling. Mr. Arch looked
like an ambitious shoemaker in his closely-
buttoned, well-worn black overcoat. Mr.
Strange would have passed very well for a
pansh clerk.

" A short time ago a letter came to me
from Mr. Disraeli’s County of Buckingham-
shire, asking if something could not be

. done to draw attention to the condition

of the farm boys of that county. A poor
boy named George Knibhs, the letter said,
was found dead on the roadside on a cold
and biting morning in March, 1870. He was

only nine years old, and had been at work

three years for a farmer at Beckhampstead.
The onily witness was a fellow-laborer, a
l}ttle boy of eleven years old. They were
gent out’ early in the morning of an incle-

ment day to_drive in heifers to the town
of Winslow, a dlstance of from seven - to
"The youngest .child wanted
to take some food with him, as it was sup-
posed he had no breakfast, but the farmer
told tbem they need not take food as-they
would be home by 11 o'clock. A journey
of 15" miles, and to drive six_ heifers half
the distance, was toa much for the_ poor

elght niiles.

thinﬁi, RaqL and sleet, fell on the journey.
: They dehvered the. cattle at.a pubhc house
at’ Wmslow, where' .they - were directed.
They, got half a pint of :beer with ihree
penny-worth. of brandy in it, to warn them,

which - they -drank between them. They

did not. venture to ask for food, and none
Was given them. They trudged s mile or
two on-their way back, when the youngest |,
_ #aid he would go to his aunt Emma’s, and
the eleven: year old boy went on, and got
home éold and wet. - The .poor lad Knibbs
fell on his face, and was found some hours
afterward;. when he had long been dead.
The poor-fether:wandered -about «at night'
till 12 o'clock; looking for ‘his boy, and: sat
up for him till .2 o'clock in the morning.

Next day he found out where the body of

his son had been. carried,. The letter I re-

" ceived informéd me- that the farmer who

employed thie poor man stopped ‘out of his
wages:‘the time' he was employed looking
“fori‘hie: dead! child. " This ‘is only s fair
illustration of the condition of penury ‘and

" dependence in which the greater portion
~ . of the Buckinghamshire. laborers really

.

are, The Telegraph has begun. to explore
the -condition -of thd: Scotch agricultural
Iaborer. -The 8cotoh field is a frhitful one.
Farming is carried out more scientifically
than in .England as a rule, but the condi-
tion of ‘the patient laborer equally needs
revising there, .. .The Oonservative Globe
reports to-night that the wages of sgricul-
tural laborers are about to be raised all
over the country. Public opinion is ac-
celerating the forco of agitation.—FEnglish
Paper.

THE EIGHT HOUR AGITATION.

——

eight hour movement, which is taking like
wildfire, It was atfirst feared that tho Ger-
mans would not take part, and that consequent-
ly many trades would be left behind. It is
well known that the trade of cabinet making
has heen almost ruined by the importation of
German workmen, who being used to ‘‘frugal-

ity,” acceptod whatever they could get, and
thus got-the employers into the habit of em-
ploying cheaplabor, These calculations, how-
over, have luckly proved groundless, as the
Gérmans have' turmned out along with the
rest.- Soveral immenso German meetings have
beén “held ‘in” this city and Brooklynm, and
Unions have been formed which promise suc-
cess. There is acarcely a trade that has not
now made the demand for eight hours’ work,

and the movement has becomo a0 formidable
that the Times and Standard have actually
taken the part of tho men, though they take
good care always to condemn and run down
obscure strikes, where the force is not much
and the men might be powerless, and their
voice not felt in expostulation. The Journal
of Commerce, Commercial Advertizer, and
other enlightened advocates of white slavery,
are fairly wild, sceing their ““advice” como to
such an end.

The plumbers have already heen suceessful,
only four employers holding out. The sash
and blind makers are also at work, having met
with but little resistance. The employing
blicklayers and masens tried hard to carry the
day, and resolved to pay the eight hour scale
on the st of July, but the men were not wil-
ling to lag behind other trades, and insisted on
it immediately, and in consequence they are
all at work again at eighit hours. The carpen-
ters have won a complete victory, both in this
\city and Brooklym, and the few shops that hold
out are ciosed, being unable to get men. The
upholsterers are still out, with every hope of
success. ‘The coach painters are forming 2
Union, and will strike in a few days, as also
the pattern makers and horse.shoers. The
stair builders have gained all but one shop.
The carvers have not yet won, but the cabinet
makers, with whom they are mostly connected
in work, are insisting on their being included.
A meeting was held Wednesday night of the
men employed on the new Post Office, who
concluded to demand of the Government the
pay for the two hours’ labor a day which they
have been doing over legal time.—New York
Cor. New Haven Union.

At a meeting of the journeyman Strect Raily
road car builders they organized an asscciation
and resolved to strike at an early day for the
8 hours per day.

The German upholsterers are meeting with
snccess in the strike, and expect to resame
work at eight hours. Ten additional shops
conceded tho demand to-day.

The stone-cutters of Long Island City, struck
for oight hours work and four dollars a day.
They have beenreceiving ¢ 50 for ten hours,
Two yards bave already conceded to the de-
mand. The bricklayers are receiving 84 for
eight hours in tho same locality.

STRANGE, YET TRUE
Therc are one or two phases of character
that have been developed by the nine hours
agxta’clon "The first is that those parhesto

for assistance and support in their attempt to
elevate the condition of their class, have, in
the present great issue, signally failed them.
The reform party from its very nature is sup-
posed to enaét measuren caleulated to improve
and broaden the institutions of onr country.
They profess to understand the wants and ne-

the working classes, in a way nover- equalled
¢in this country for unanimity anl earnestness,
oxpross their wishes upon an imjortant isaue,
they are ‘opposed, and opposed only by the
party whobe existence depends upon their aup-
port, - In Toronto the chief oponent to the
nine Yionf movement is the Hon. Geo. Brown ;
in Oshawa, MF. Glen ; in Hamilton, the wotk-
ingman's candidate, Mr. Tatbox. and Mesars,
Sawyer & Co., Engineers. Again, in the re.
quest'to the’ Hamxlton City Council for ‘the
use.of the Crysta.l Palace and grounds, the
reformers voted againat the request, and it was
simply through the attitude of the Conserva-
‘tives, who took'strong constitubional grounds
that the request was obtained. Such conduct
can, if preserved in, have no other offect than
to throw the workingmen into the arms of the
Conservatives, 'The workingmen are deter.
‘mined 6 obtain what they conceive to be their
rights, and the name of the party who assist
them to gain those rights is a matter of 1o
importance compa.red with the fact that they
are willing to do justlce to their cause:
Another phase is that the chiof opponents
are principally Yankees, men who have come

The all-absorbing topic here now is the |

whom the working mei havé chiefly looked

cessiten of the working' elasy, and yet, when'

here and Mmued fortunu at the axponu and
by the aid of the: workmgman and then uss
the gain they have got to ruin the futare pros.
pority of the country, reckless of our futare so
long as they obtain gold.

It is a circumstance worth noting-that those
porsons who, by. profession or other circum-
stance, are supposed to be peculiarly advocates
for reform, and admirers of the liberal insti-
tutions give the lie to their lives directly an
opportunity is given them to prove the sincer-
ity of their convictions. We have no doubt
their names will be remembered by the work-
ingmen to their advantage, and we hope the
debt will be fully cancelled upon the hustings
in or the booth.—Hamilton Standard.

‘A DREAM.

Part I.—Colonization of Optimua.

Of all the mulfifarious subjects abounding
in the psychological realms of mental philoso-
phy, I believe dreams to be the most difficult
of comprehension, the most intricate, perplex-
ing and certainly the least understood.
Whether there is any thing supernatural in
the phenomenal nature of dreams, or whether,
from their time and space annihiliating, in-
congruous incoherence, is ever gloaned a pro-
phetic knowledgo of what subsequently hap-
pens, I will not undertake to say,’ although
there are many well authenticated instances of
revelation by dreams, marvelousin themselves,-
utterly unexplainable by natural means, and
manifestly beyond the ken of thinking, per-
cipient beings. But, as I have never had any
personal experience of this kind of dream,
I will not venture an opinion. Of another
order of dreams I wish to spoak, of a parti-
cular dream I had the other night, and over
which I have been sorely puzzled ever since,
but I have taxed, beat and coazed my mind in
vain, for a satisfactory solution of the causa-
tion, of which the dream in question was the
effect ; clearly, it was the result of, and sub-
ject to laws of which I must candidly confess
I am blindly, stupidly ignorant. But, the
dream. As in all dreams, the mind seemed
to be unlimited in its operations, and time,
distance, space, possibility and even proba-
bility, were violatéd with reckless impunity ;
still as the various scenmes, and successive
events, vividly passed before me in panoramic
order, they struck me as not only being pro-
bable, but as heing true.

I was one of many millions who had con-
cluded to leave this earth and migrate to a
more remote planet, in the infinite of space.
Who was to be, or who actually was our
Moses, I knew not, neither did it appear how,
or by what means we spanned the wide echo-
Joss chasm of void, that lay botween the
earth and our mew home. On this point,
there was an evident Dreak, or interuption, in
the sequence of the dream. Our arrival on
Optimus, the new planet, wasg, in the order of
the dream, the first sequent occurrence after
leaving the Earth. In physical strueture and
conformation, Optimus closely resembled the
planet from which we had emigrated ; it was
also subject to the same natural laws. The
only points of difference between the two
spheres, were diurnal, climatic and argillaceous,
the day in Optimus being shorter, the climate
uniformly milder, and the soil more prolific.

With our advent, came the first of tho
homo genus to that land, bus of the rest of
animated nature there had always existed a
great number and variety of specimens, its
natural wealth and primitive productions be-
ing almost unlimited. Our first not, after
reaching Optimus, was to take formal posses-
sion of the land and all its natural wealth and
primitive productions, but by what right we
established our claim to ownership, did not at
first appear, and to settle this point to ease
our counscience, a council was conveyed, by
which it was resolved that man of all created
beings, being firstin the ¢‘Fatherhood of God,”
had, therefore, rightful domimion over tho
lower orders of creation and elements of nature,
but the conncil did not stop here ; they went
a step’ further, and declared that ownership
did not inhere, absolutely and perpetually, in
any of us, and that our right, or ownership, to
the land and its ‘surplus productions, was, in
-equity, simply a ¢rust right, or_ownership, for
inasmuch as our existence in the flesh would
soon determine, and our places be occupicd
by others, equally dear to Deity, it followed
that,” although we might call the land, and
other natural wealth ours, still wo were but
a trustee, holding these things at the will of
Deity, the real owner, for the good of others,
who would come after us.  Another self-evi-
dent principle that claimed our attention was.
that this natural wealth, consisting of soil,
air, water, light,, forest ores of all kinds,
ornithological and zoological life, was the crea-
tion of God alone, hance one man had no right
to claim, or appropriate of these -things, more
than another, and that ALL men had 2n equal

and an inolionable right—a right that pre- |

supposed the existence of Dwme law—to every
element and thing & bencficent Providence
has created for the sole, frec and unrestricted
uge of all His ‘children, but unrestricted only
in-so far as it is positively necessary to pro-
serve and maintain their physical existence, or
conserve to their absolute bodily needs. The
education of this great truth from the soul of
justified Right, was followed by another,. also
evident in its own natuve, .and beyond the
reach of conttadxctnon this was, that smce
natural wealth' or primitive productiong were
comtion to all, and should be partaken of and

enjoyed by all in the same measure ; and since

!

no mn conld. meqmty, ch\m ‘an ancomh-
tional ownorahsp in land, air, water, minersls
in crudity, forests, birds, quadrupeds, or other
natural produotions, not modified by human
agencies, not representmg. in themselves, the
ezpenditure of human. Ishor or time, it fol.
lowed; as s conclusxon at once self-evident and
impregnably incontrovertible, and no man had
the shadow of a rightto traffic in, or sell any
of these purely natural elements snd produc-
tions to another, and oaly in time and labor
and their productive results, had we a legiti-
mate right to traffic and trade ; therefore, we
had no real, immovable, substantial owmer-
ship in any thing except what we, by our own
direct efforts, produced, aftqr landimg on
Optimus—the work of our hands and mind,

sach as houses, mills, railroads, telegraphs,

food, clothing, hobks, newspapers—all force
eliminated, all matter by mind penetrated, all
things by skill and experience improved, were
ours by solid, real owmership, by virtue of
having earned them, and these, and these only,

could we, if g0 disposed, sell or convey to our
fellows, Having settled and mutually agreed
upon these elemental principles as a founda-’

tion for our social superstructure, we next
turned our attention to government, and de-

cided on having a true democracy ; but as our,

government had no powers but those dele.

gated to it by ourselves, as it existed only at.

our pleasure, being the exponent of our eol-

lective power, and as we could pot delegate to

this.government any powers, rights, or prin-

ciples, we did npt ourselves possess, it followed
that the government had .no vested right to
goll or convey ‘land, or other pmmtne pro

ductlona, as’ we had no such right oursehes,

our right to trade or traffic being entxrely to’
artificial wealth, or our improvement on the
1and, of which we had taken a frust possession
only. The functiohs of our governmeat thus
defined, we set to work at once : some tilled
the soil, others built houses, others constructed
roads and bridges ; some made clothes, some
shoes ; others, again, performéd minor details
in the body politic; some worked in wood,
others in iron and steel, and so on, until we
had reached a nearly perfect and equitable
distribuntion of labor, At first, all creators
of value, or artificial wealth, had to ex-
change products directly*with each other, and
the supreme law of exchange laid down, for
the guidance of all, was time for time, labor
for labor, service for service, or valuc for
value, The word * profit” wasnever heard ;
it bad no meaning, or signification, in our new
home. If the farmer expended a certain
amount of time and labor upon a product of
the soil, he exchanged it for some product of
the mechanic, upon which an equal amount of
time and labor had been expended, and the
mechanic did in like manner with the farmer
or tiller of the soil. According to the law of
exchange already laid down, price had no ex-
istcnce except in sacrifices made, service ren-
dered, time given or employed, or incurred
risks ; and the measure of price should be in
exact proportion to or a just equivalent for
any such service, hence profit was manifestly
indefensible, fradulent and spurious. Now,
price being measured by just the amonut and
kind of service rendered, it follows that
just the samo amount ond kind of
service should ever bring just the same
price, and, therefore, the exploded theory of
supply and demand regulating price, that ex.
isted and impoverished the old planet, we had
left, should have no place in the ethics of our
new State ; we admitted that demand might
and should regulate supply, but price never.
In the course of time, we found it qnite im-
possible to, at all times, exchange product
directly, that is, leave no unadjusted balance;
for instance, if a coat representing two day’s
time and labor, was exchanged for a pair of
boots, represtnting one and a half day's time
and labor, it is evident that the party receiving
the coat’ would be in arrears to the other
party for a half a day’s time, fo satisfy which
he gave an order on futuro labor, or on his
present property ; these orders, in time,- be.
came current, and were received for further
exchanges by others, and still by others, so
long as their redergption was assured or guar-

| anteed by the party who first issued them. In

this manner, under these circumstances, and
-growing out of these necessities, originated a
medium of oxchange, which on Earth was
called “ Currency,” or money. From this, it
will be seen that, legitimately speaking,
money is smply & receipt or acknowledgment

which the holder can justly claim from the
issuer » liko service or value in equivalent
proportion, or value for value. It ls of no
practical significance of what material this
medium {of exchange, or money, is made, pro-
vided the issuer, whon it is presented, keeps
faith and gives the. value promised. The
word ““interest,” as well as  profit,” we also
banished from our midst, and because of the
principles already set forth. If a pair of boots,
or coat, are lzid on a shelf, or hung on a line,
and left there until doomaday, they will not
became two pairs of boots or two coats. All
property is the creation of labor, and has no
inherent power to produce itaelf, hence any
right given it to increase is wivacious and ex-
tortionate. If, therefore, the coat which fails,
and, cannot become two coats in ten years, is
sold to another for ton dollars, or. a bill
of exchnnge . ca]led ten’ dollars, by what
right does this ‘bill, which simply repre-
sents value (the coat) double itself in ten years
and become twenty dollara?. Clearly none—
whatever.
represents veal, definite value, a coat; but

that a sorvice or value has been rendered, for | pe

This ten dollars stands for and |

coat from sheltering the man who™ owns 10;,
aud still is the only bagia for the value’ropre-

money is essentially, mora.lly, despottcally
wrong.

Under these rules, our aojourn on Optumu
soon became a° condition of peace, happuiess,
plenty, comfort and security. We were
troubled by no internecine wars ; all ‘the
eloments of society occupied the same social

unknown, vice and crime scarcely héard of ;
jails and poor-bouses marred not the face of
socicty ; men were not doomed to a perpetual
round of toil, toil, toil, like Sisyphus rolling
his stone over and over, and upwards, forever.
Monopolies awallowed not with . insatisble
maw the substance.of the people; no mons-
trous social inequalitiea iesteres in the body-
politic ; no segregated elements of opinion
srrayed man against man—everything seemed
to exist and move, as if planned and directed
by the Soul of Universal Causation.

This is the first part of the dream which' I
dreamed, a dream most unlike, yet hke a
dream, -—C’ooper s Jonrnal,

THE COOPERS’ STRIKE IN BOSTON.

Alluding to the recent strike of the coopera
of Boston for an advance of wages, the Herdld
of that city saya :—

* As it is well known, the coopers of Boston.
and vcxcmxty have heen on_strike this week
for an increase of wages, it bemg fora weekly
pay of $18. It seemns that some of the coopers,
have been paid fifty cents per hour when em-
ployed, while those who worked by the weel;
have had on an average $15, some of them,

“earning but $13.50 per week. Thinking, that, -

they should receive $18 per week, the weekly
hands struck on Monday, and after *laying
still,” as the mechanics term it, for two or
three days, their employers acceded to their
demands, and most of those who struck are
back in their old places. The proprietors of

vicinity, did almost immediately comply with
the demands of the coopers, and after taking
the subject into consideration, acceded to the
demands of their workmen. The strike there-
fore, is ended, but it has had the result of
causing two branches of the Coopers’ Inter-.
nationsl Union to be formed—one at the High-
lands and another at Charlestown. The
former was organized on Wednesday evening .
at 1,422 Tremont Street. The branch a
Charlestown was organized last eveningat
Andrew Hall, in Main Street by Chief Deputy
Francis Chickey, assisted by Assistant Deputy
Hist, and will be known as ‘‘Subordinate
Union No. 6 Coopers’ Independent Union.”
Ahout twenty-five coopers joined the union at
Charlestown, and another ineeting will be
held ot Andrew Ball next Tuesday evening
when the officers will be elected. In regard
to the strikke in Charlestown, it is said the
coopers received an advance cf pay soon after
askingit. The * Coopers’ International Union
of North America,” as it is called, was first
formed at Cleveland, Ohio, May Gth, 1870,
and has since extended from New Orleans to
Quebeo, and is recognized throughout ‘the -
United States, Canada, and the Province. At
present the union bas a membership of over
35,000, there being 72 subordinate unions, Of
this number Boston and vicinity ¢laims mem.-
berships of 750, which number is being con-
stuntly increased. The officers of the Inter-
national Union for the present year are as fol-
lows :—President, Mr. A. Foran, of Ohio;
Vice-Presidents, Robt. Schillings, of Missouri,
Patrick O'Farrel); of New York, David T.:
Stafford, of Kentucky, John Hewett, of Oa-
tario, Andrew Boqua, Illinois ; Clerk, Byron
Pope, of Pennsylvania: Treasurer, John -
Kickson, of Pennsylvania ; Sergeant-at-Arms, -
Louis Klem, of Lousania ; Clork of Beneficial

wards, of Pennsylvania; J. E. Roch, of New

York, Wm. H. Menning, of Virginia. :A
tion of the preamble of uhe constitution the
is'as follows: ‘“And we hereby proclaim to
the world that this union recognizes an identity '
of interests between ocapital and labour, em- -
ployer and employee, and that instead of en- "
couraging a spirit of hostility to employers 1t
is the policy of this union, and all unions ac- ¢

ance or support to any
that will enterfore with the promotion of per.
fect harmony between employer and employee »
The union is in a fine condition, and 4 monthly
riodical devoted to the interests of the order,

published at Cleveland, Ohio, by the president
of the International Union, gives detailod .ac-
counts of the pmgress of the union, .

ingstone, the African explorer, disorddits

the atatements relative-to the discovery of..
his father by Mr. Stanley, the-Commission- :

er of the New York HEraLD. - When last
heard from, Dr. Livingstoné was reported

to be suffering from o severe wound,. receiv- :
ed while engaged in hunting. . The snpphes

forwarded by the British
the relief of Dr, lexngstone have probably
reached Ujiji by this time, ind deﬁmte
news of the whereabouts of the'grent -ex- "
plorer is expected upon the return: of ‘the
convoying to the coast. —Scottzsh Ammoan
Jounwl . RS %

: TH'E' DERBY

'l‘he race has been run, with' the' follomng
result : Cremone, - 18t
Brother to Fleury- . 2nd

- .

Queen s Messenger Sl:d :

loaning the- ten- dollns does not prevent the

sented by the bill, hegce charging ‘interest for .'

all but one of the sugar refineries in this .

DE. LIVINGSTONE AGAIN.—A deép‘af;ch )
from London says that the son of Dr., va-

overnment for,

N

.

plane’ graded only by the intellectual excel
lence, moral and industrial worth; poverty was' '

Department, Byron Pope, of Pennsylvania;.
Trustees of Beneficial Department, Evan Ed- *

union, showing the feeling of the organization,

knowledging its jurisdiction to give no counten- ! -
roject or enterprize ' .’

Y

?




