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Champlain stretched frein tht frontiers cf Cana-
ddeop within the borders cf the nei«hiborin"

province cf New York, formiugy a natxirai pass'-
age across haif the distance that the French
were conmpelietl te miaster in erder te reachi tlîeir
eenies. Near its soutberni termination, it i-e-

ccived tht contributions cf another lake, whost
Y waters wvere se inisid as te have beenl exclusive-

tly selected by the Jesulit iniissionarios te perforin
the typical parification cf baptîsîn, and te obtain

;for it the titie cf lake "dui Saint Sacrement."
The less zealous Bnglish thoughit thty ccuferred

Oa sufficient hionor ou its unsullied founitains,
-wlien thty bestewed tht nainle cf their reignirng
fprince, tht second cf the bouse cf Ilanover.
Thetwo îînittd te rob tht iintuitcred possessors
cf its wooded scenery cf their native aight to

perpettiate its original appellation cf "H1-orican.",
'VSiidiug its way amroug counitless isianuls, anîd

iînbedded in meuintains, the "hlcly lake" extend-
ed a dozen leagues stii ftîrther te the south.
With tht highi plain tlîat there iuterposed itself
te the furtbtr passage cf the wattr, comxnenoed.
a portage cf as miany miles, which ccuducted
thxe adventurer te the banks cf the Hudson, at al
point whtre, îvith tht ulsiiia obstruction cf tht
rapids, or rifts, as tbey were thon termied in tht
language cf tht count-y, the river becamie navi-

/gable te the tide.
W'hile in pursuit of thecir daring puins cf an-

noyance, the restiess enterprise cf tilt Frenchx
even attenipteci tht distant ani dificuit gorges
cf the Auteghany, it may tasîly bru imiagintd thiat
their preverbiai acuteneas wcvuld not everlookç
the natural advantages cf the district we have
j ust descri bed. I t becamec, tmiphatieaily, tht
bloody arena in xvhichi nost cf the battles fer tht
miasttry cf tht colonies wtvre contesttd. Forts
were erected at tht différent points that coin-

*manded the facilities cf the route, aud wtre taken)
and retaken, razed and rebiilit, as victcry aîight-
td on the hostile hanners. \Victhe hiusband-
man shirank backi freux the dangerous passes,

¶within tht safer bouincries cf the more aneitîît
settîcunents, armiies larger thanl these that biad
oftcn disposed cf the sceptres cf the miother
countries, were seen te liury thenusesives in tîxese
forests,- whence thecy seldoni retturned but in

- skeieton bands, that wvtre baggard witlî care or
clejectefi by defeat. Tboui the arts cf pence
xvere unkuown in this fatal regien. its ferests
xvcrc alivo wîth mon ; its shades aud glens rn
with the sounid cf martial muiisic, aud tht cliocs
cf its mou uitains threwv baelk the laugbi' or repeat-
ed tht wanten cry, cf maya galluint aud r-ck-
less as hoe hurried hytherri, ilu ) ncentide cf
his spîrits, te slumib-er ln a long igh-t cf forgect-
fulness.

It was lu this scene cf strife <tri( blcodshed that
tht incidents wt shahl attînipt te relatrie ccured
duriug the third year cf the war wblichlinglani,-Iicl
and France last wagod for the possession cf the
country that neither n'as destînied te retain.

Tht imbtcility cf ber iiitary leader abroad,
and tht fatal want cf euergy lu bier councils at

,home, liad lewered the cliaracter cf Great Brit-
ain frei tht proîîd clovaticu ou wlîîch it had
hotu placed by the talents aud enterprise cf bier
forumer warriors and statesini. No longecr
dreaded iy bier teiniies, ber- servantLswer fas t
lesing"' tht confidence of self-resp-ct, uIi tlîis
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mlortifying abasemient, the colonists, though ig-
uorant of bier imibecility, suri toc humble te be
the agents cf lier hlîîndrs, w'ert but tht natural
particîpators. They had î-tcently scen a chosen
aî-uîy frei tbat eouuntry, which revtrenicinig as a
ithe-, they had hI indly believe-d invinci hue-
an arnîy led by a chief wbch had been seiteteci
frein a crewd cf tuaiued arisfer bis rare
mnilitar-y euciowmients, dîsgracefully routed bv a
hiandfull cf French and Indiaus, anri only savtd
frein uttor aunihlîstien b3' the coeîuess and spirit
cf a Virg-iniani boy, xvbese riper fainet lias sînce
diffused itseîf, îvith tht steady influence cf moral
trut]i, ho tht utterriuest cenfints cf Christendlon.
A ivide fronitier badi heen laid naked by this un-

tpctd cisaster, aud moere substautial evils
were proceded by a theusand fanoiful and iînag-
inaryN dangers. Tht alar-ned colonis believed
that tht yells of tue saxvages îîîiugled xvith every
fitful gust cf wind that issued froxa tht intermiin-
able forests cf the wtst. Tht terrifit character
cf thel r niierciless entîn les increaseci immneasur-
ably the natural herrers cf warfare. Numiber-
le-as recent massacres wvere stilI vivic inl their
recellecLiens ; uer xvas there a-ny tar lu theprov-
unces so deaf as net te have clrunk in with avid-
ity the narrative cf scuit fearful midnight inurder
in ivhich tht natives cf tht forests xvere tht prin-
cipal andc barbarîcus acters. As the creduleus
and excited traveller reFated tilt bîazardon:s
chiances cf the -wiicitruess, tht bietd cf tht timid

culldwîth. terrer, P;iîd metiiers cast anxtous
gLances evea at tliese eilidren wlih sluulîbered
withiuui tht security cf the laîgest toxvns. In
short, the miagni-fy-ing influence cf fear Imogau te
set at nai-ttht caiculations of reasoni, ancd te
rendecr tixese w-be sliculd have rensembered their
ianhocd, tht slaves cf the basest cf passions.
Eveni tht miost confident and ston test heaits be-
gail te t]îiuk the issue cf tht contest ivas beceni-
îug douibtfu] ; auJ( Unit abject class n'as hcurily
iucreasing lu numbhers, xvlobught tbtcy fcresaw
i] the possessions of the English coovnin

Amierica su bdiued by thecir Christian focs, ou' laid
%vaste by the înreads cf their releutless allies.

\'lîeui, therefore, intelligence n'as received at
the fort wbich covered tho southcru terinination
cf the portaýýe betweeni tht I-udson and tht lakes,
that Menteaiii hiad been cccix moviîug up tht
Chxamplain, wîitb an aruîy Il nunuercus as thue
leaves on tht trecs,'' its truti iras adînitteri vithi
moere cf tht craven reluctanct cf fear than with
tht steru joy that a ivarrior should fe, ln findiug
ai n eny within i-each cf bis blcw. Tht nexvs
liad betu brouglît, tcw'ards tht close cf a day in
iidsiuuseir, by au Iudiauî ruuîner, îx'bc aise bore
ain urgent request froun Munret, the comîmander
of a wciri cil tht short cf tht Il boly lakze,' for a
speedy and powerful reinfercemient. Lt lias aI-
ready been. mtntioed that the distance between
these two pests Nras less than five leagues. Thtl
rude path, which criginaliy forintd their huec cf
eoînîuîiiioation, had been widenied for the pass-
age cf waggous ; se thiat tht distance wbicb biad
been traiveleci by tht sens cf the fcrest in two
heurs, miighit easily be effectedl 113 a detachicnt
cf trocps, with thecir iici'ssiîry baggaige, bttween
the isîng and setting cf a siimmiier suri. he
loyal servants of tho Dritslu crowuî gave te eue
cf thxese fercst fastuesses thîe naine cf '\Villiamn
Hliary, alic tb tuie other thiat cf Fort Edward,

cailing eachi after a favorite prince of the reign-
ing fml.The veteran Scôtchmian just nlarned
held the fi rst, with a regimient of regulars and a
few provincials ; a force too small te mako head
against the formidable power that Montealm
ivas leading te the foot of bis eartbeu xuounds..
At the latter, heowever, lay Central Web-,b, who
connnancled the arrnies of the king in the ncrth-
crn. provinces, with. a body of more than five
thousand men. Dy uniting the several cletach-
mlents of bis+ cormmand, this officer miight have
arrayed nearly double that number of combatants
agaînst the enterprising Frenchmnan, whe had
vc'ntured ,;o far frbrn bis reinforcornents, with an
arimy but lîttie supenior in nunibers.

But linier tue influence of their degradecl for-
tunles, officers and men appeared better disposed
to await the approacb of their formidable antag-
enists, within their works, than to resist the pro-
gress of their niarcb, by emiulating the sucessful
example of the French at Fort du Qrîesne, and
striking a blow on their advance.

After the flrst surpr-ise of the in.telligenceý had
a1 littie abated, a rurnor xvas spread through the
entrenclîod camp, whîchi stretcbed along the
margin of the Hudson, forming a chaîn of out-
workzs to the body of the fort itself, that a chosen
detachmient of fifteen bundred mon was to, de-
part, w-ath the dawn-, for Williami IHenry, tht
post at tht northern extremnity of the portage.
t bat %vlicli at first îvas only rumlor, scen becamec
certain ty, as orclers passeci fi-cm thet quarters of
the commiiandicer-in-cbîcf to the several corps lue
biad selected for this service, to, prepare for their
speecly departure. Ail cloubts as to, the intention
cf \Vehh now vanished, and an heur or two cf
hurried footsteps and anxious faces sîîcceded.
The novice in the muilitary art flew fromn point te
point, retarding bis own pre-parations hy the ex-
cess of blis violent and somewhc-viat distemipered
zeal ; vihile tht more practise:l vetoran made
bis arrangements xvith a deliborationi tînt
scorned every appearance cf haste: thougb-1 bis
sober lineamieuts and aîîxious eyt sufficiently
betrayeci tint lue had rio very strong professionl-
ai relishi for the, as yet, uatried and dreaded
warfare of the wilderness. At Iertgtb the suni
set in a flooci of glory, behiind the distant wes-
tern his, and as darknass drew its veil arouind
tht secluded spot the souinds of preparation
diiniished : the last liglit fiuially dîsappeated
fremn the log cabin of sonie off cer: tht trees
cast their deeper shadcxvs over thc inounds and
the rippling streain, and a silence soon pervaded
thiecamrp, as cleep as tint whicb reigned lu the
vast fcrcst hy wvhich it ivas envix oued.

Accordingtto the orders cf the preecing'
ulighit, tht beavy slepof thte aunuy xvas broken,
by tht rolliug of the warning drums, whose rat-
tling echoes vere bearci is suing, on the danip
morning air, ont of every Vista of the woods,
just as day hegan te, draw tht sbaggy eutlinies
of some tail pînles of the vicinity, on the opening
brightuess of a soft and cloudless eastern sky.
lu an instant tht whcole camrp xvas in motion;
the meariest soldier arcuising- froin bis lair te
witness the departure of bis comrrades, and te,
share lu tht excitemoent and incidents cf the
hour. Tht simple auray of the choe" baud îvas
soon ccmlpleted.
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