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TORONTO, FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 1900.

THE SITUATION.

Oro::le election of Mr. E. A. Macdonald for mayor of
t ngh0h<_:an scarcely be said to be a surprise to anyone,
date . Is large majority over the second highest candi-
the co:s' S(_:arcely foreseen. By the middle of last week,

elec:lCtlon became general that Mr. Hallam could not
itse](, ;d; and, as often happens, it tend'ed to- realize
the vote Ofr vs{hatever reason, Mr. H'allam did not receive
efeat MO his party, the great object of _whom was to
HOuse r. Clarke, who belongs to the opposite side of the
- The political allies of Mr. Hallam would have

Pref, .
¢Ired to win through their own candidate, but when

th
it :yrf:l:md this could not be done, they were willing to do
acdy gh ,Mr. Macdonald, rather than not at all. Mr.
: -gmo‘;lalds large vote is accounted for in part by the
i a“gurs policy which many expect him officially to
caliy ate' in regarc.l to certain corporations which have
ren 1izegds With the city. Whether this expectation will be
inCl‘eas W.lll soon be seen. Mr. Hallafn did not at all
Publig € kfls chance of electlon. by promising to serve thg
charig Without pay, or to give the mayor’s salary in
ates :' The general idea is that it is best for all candi-
the wookStand upon a level in respect to remuneration for
are notr to be done. Such offers as that of Mr. Hallam
ang seldWIthout precedent, but they. are always a mistake,
r Q| om serve the purpose for which they are made.
unl, arke hag enj(?yed' four terms of thg mayoralty, an.d
naturauthe office is to become hereditary the public
Y concludes that this is quite enough.

Stre::n[:a Practical gr.ievance connected with the Toropto
else ¢, ilway service probably did more tl}an anything
Rumpy roll up Mr. Macdonald’s large ma;onty.. A large
Certr'Of Persons who are unable to get seats 1n the. cars

. -Sttain times of the day, which happen to be coincident

tom ttttlxe‘ﬁme of workmen and workwomen going to and
of theirelr -day labor, saw in Mr.. Ma'cdonald the re'dresser
o refy grievance and acted accordingly. Here is room
o °rm, though the way of getting it may not prove to
ngg::te.“ easy as it seems. In this matter the city
; er is the arbiter ; but the city engineer is not the
of zhzmmcil. That functionary decided, in the early days
Company, the proportion of passengers whom the

company can leave without seats. This regulation, objec-
tionable as it may be, and really is, is valid while it lasts ; if
the company exceeds the proportion it is liable to correc-

tion. But the correcting power is the city engineer, not

the city council. That the city council would be allowed

to put undue pressure upon him is at least doubtful. The.
same is true of a suggestion that was made during the

election contest that the council should pass a by law

against the company using old cars. If it is not judge of

the proper accommodation for passengers, can the council

force its own officer to do its bidding? The serious com-

plaints, of which the unseated passengers is the most sub-

stantial, ought to be remedied by the voluntary action of

the company itself; for resourceful as it is and hard to

beat in a legal contest, the people of Toronto, represented

by the city ccuncil, will in the end find means of compel-

ling it to do full justice to its passengers.

A Russian, son of a general of the army, volunteers
the statement that thousands of his countrymen are fight-
ing on the side of the Boers in South Africa and against
the British. It is notorious that numbers of Germans,
Hollanders and Frenchmen go to swell the crowd of mer-
cenaries who are willing to take the pay and do the work
of the Transvaal Government. They go into the country
by way of Delagoa Bay, singly or in small numbers,
unarmed and unadorned by military vesture. A German
steamer captured at the entrance of Delagoa Bay, had on
board both officers and men of German origin, and contra-
band of war in the shape of 7,000 saddles for the Boers
and a large number of cannon, in piano cases. The owner
of the vessel says she carried nothing contraband. It is
not impossible that shippers deceived him. In these
ways England has to encounter an unknown force
of indefinite strength, and it becomes a serious question
how the abuse is to be put an end to. These additional
forces and supplies, clandestinely admitted into the
enemy's country through the territory of a neutral, cannot
alter the final result, but they add to the cost of the war
in life and money, and arereally as disadvantageous to the
Boers as to the British. But the Boers cannot be
expected, at present, to look ‘far enough into the future to
see this. The supply of this kind of material, embracing
all the floating adventurers of Europe, is practically
unlimited, and if the laws of neutrality can be infringed to
admit their entrance, under the multiform pretexts which
they are so apt at inventing, the Boers might depend upon
receiving all the men they could afford to feed and pay. In
some way Great Britain will have to find the means of
protecting herself; just what it will be is at present an
unanswered question.

Nothing has been more uncertain for some time than
the news which has come, from day to day, about the
attitude of the Cape Dutch. in the South African war. One
of the latest stories is the discovery of a conspiracy to seize
Cape Town and the Governor, Sir Alfred Milner. The
centre of the conspiracy is located about thirty miles from
Cape Town. The story was not believed in military and
police circles, in Cape Town, but all the same, precautions
against the possibility of such a thing were deemed
prudent. A fortnight ago, President Kruger was reported
to mention the terms on which he would like to make
peace, adding, as if by way of threat, that if this were not
accepted, he and President Steyn would advise the Boers
of Cape Colony to assist the two Republics to put an end to
British power in South Africa. As he has been secretly
working for that end for years, the threat creates no new
situation. The disaffected colonial Boers will be guided




