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During the past week Edmonton has been visitedt by the
presicient, vice-president, and other high officiais of the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. The Party includes Alfred W.
Smitliers, London, Eng., vice-president of the Grand Trunk
Railway, and director of the Grand TrunkPacifie Railway.
Mr. Sinithers represenits Presidelnt Sir Charles Rivers Wilson,
who has been-unable to visit Canada this year. The officiais
of the Grand Trunk make, an annual- trip of inspection aver
their Unes, and the present party are on their wvay to the
Western terminus, Prince R~upert.
Construction of the, Grand Trunk Paolflo.«

Leaving Winnipeg they trovelled i3s ifles past 'Portage
on the G. T. P., thence by the C. N. R.' ta Edmonton. The
rapid construction anid erection of shipping facilîties for the
hauling of the 1907 crop ta Winnipeg met with the complete
satisfaction of the parties, and it is ex t-ted that early next
summer the road will be completed to Edmonton. Speaking
on the question of construction Mr. Hays said : "The supply
of good tics i5 an increasîng problemn in this country, and it

ian obstacle which every railway company must deal with.
Last year was a bad season, and serioiisly delayed the pro-
gress of construction of the road into Edmonton."

Wonlç on the cernent and brick portion of the J. Y. Griffin
Cozzpany's xnew packing plant to be erected in Edmonton has
just started. The building will be seven storeys high with a,
capacity in thae coolinig rooms for storlng the carcases of 5,ooo

catle,3,ochogs~ and i,Soo sheep, which is epce ob
littie more than the daily output when the plant is estabiished
oni a full working basis. The erection of this abattoir shows
the necessity for the packing industry to get near the source
of the cattle supply, andl a few years will see Edmoniton one
of the~ toremost packing centres of thxe West, as, with mixed
farming, the quantity of live stock raised will bce largely in-
creased-

The Amenican-Canadian Oil Comxpany have bored ta a
élePth of 8oo feet near Egg Lake, Albrta, with expectations
of striking a very rich find of oil at between z,5oo and 2,000
-feet. They have put down over 7oo feet Of 14-lflch pipe, fol-
lowed by a lexngth of i ný-inch pipe. The surrounding dis-
tlict bas got ail indications of one of the largest ail fields on
the American continent. Gas is in abundance at certain

From the surface of the earth ta about 2o feet has been
found a large deposit of tan sand, which covers several acres,
and is of an excellent quality for road-paving. The ex-
ploiters have gane to considerabie expense, andi it is expected
that t-iueir efforts will sean be rewarded in the shape of being
able ta ship materiai when they can procure railway facilities
ta the fields.
Stock Yards for Canattian l'Irthemn.

The construction of the C. N. R. stock yards for their line

of the Saskatchewan wheat crop, still sufficient is known ta
indicate a very considerable portion of this yean's crop wii
classify into the commercial grades. For this reason it would
seem eminently ,desinable that the standards board should
rneet as sQon as possible aften average accurate sa4iples are
obtaîned,, ta set the commercial grades for the. West this
season. I

Mr. Motherwell believes that the unusually high priçe of
cereais will ta a large degree help ta make the net aggregate
to be realized for this year's crop equal ta that of last or any
othen year.
Grain inspection at Winnipeg.

The inspection for the past week hias been light in corn-
parison with that of last year. We are receiving on an aver-
age about So cars per day, as against 300 last year.

This is accounted for by tEe lateness of the season. The
sample is excellent, the majority of cars being graded i Nor.,
and followed closely by 2 Nor. There have not been sa many
cars rejected as anticipated, and during the next fortnight the
inspection will be keenly watched by grain men. The best
of the crop wiIl be shipped first, as nearly ail the cdamage will
be confinied ta, the latter portions of the country.

This year may prove a 'blessing in disgui-se to Western
Canada in mdre than one way. The money stringency has
forced tEe banks to reduce credits and refuse a large amourit
of land business, which wilI help flot only for the presenit, but
ta a large degree in the future, to kili any excessive specula-
dion which ight arise. Wholesale men hlave culrtailed credits
and terms ta retail merchauts ta such a degree that a great
number of the latter have beeni forced ta seli for cash. The
extensive credit systemn has received a blow fromn which it
cannot for a long period, if ever, recover. In fact it might be
a good thing for Western Canada if it should not.

TEis year has taught farmers a great lesson in what
might be aptly described as, "Put flot your whoIe trust in
wheat," with tEe result that in the future we may see a large
number ai aur Western farmers converted from tEe wheat-
growing policy ta that of mixed farming, Nnt only has the
late season andi frost damage helped farmers to take tEls
view of the situation, but the high prices obtained for hogs,
hanses, and daily produce have contributed ta bring about this
result.
Grain Trade Scured Credits.

The grain trade have securecI their credits for 1907-8 the
same as last year, the only difference being that the rate
is 7 per cent. this year. It was. expected early in the season
that a large number of credits would be reduced, but happily
this has not occurreti. The banks will, as usual, advance
money on bills of. iading, but not ta the sanie extent as in
former years, for fear o! the wheat Eeiag .frosted.

Business men ia the city report an improvement in col-
lections, and also in huiness. The general tone af tEe situa-
tion is much stronger than it was a fortnight aga.
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