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furnish many a shipload annuslly of the
fineat lumber and spars for transportation
to all parts of the globe, to places indeed
a8 widely apart as Hong Kong and Mar-
seilles or as Singapore and Rio de Janeiro.

The local development that must arise from
the opening of the railway by the building
up of interprovincial trade is a feature that
must not be lost sight of. Mr. Van Horne,
in his recent report, declares that ‘‘every
par: of the line, from Montreal to the Pacific
coast, will pay.” Why ! Because he has
come to appreciate the fact that the differ-
ent parts of the Dominion possess varied
and distinct natural resources, which will
enable them to interchange products and
manufactures to mutual advantage. He has
personally satisfied himself, he says, that
the forests which the line penetrates after
crossing the Rocky Mountains ‘¢ aloze will
furnish large and remunerative traffic for the
railway.” He tells of trees which are eight
and nine feet in diameter, measured seven
feet above the ground, and pronounces the
supply of this raw material to be  practi-
cally inexhaustible.” He says ** there are
many other sources of traffic and wealth, the
chief among them being the coals and the
fisheries. The richness of the fisheries is
almost beyond belief.”

The resources thus very briefly enumerat-
ed, being just the very kind of which so large
a portion of the North-West Territories is
conapicuously deficient, will find a home
market by means of the railway. Re-
gina, Brandon, and even Winnipeg may
before long draw their chief supplies of lum-
ber and coal from the Pacific Slope, while
fresh salmon and other fish from the Fraser
River and the Gulf of Georgia, together
with such fruits as cannot be grown to
ad  antage in the prairie region, will in a
fow years be articles of common consump-
tion in the Territories and Manitoba. In
return, the prairie farmer will be able to
furnish the hardy miner, the industricus
lumberman, and the skilful fruit grower of
British Columbia with the ‘¢ staff of life ” in
highest pe: fection, together wit1 pork, beef,
hides, and wool. Interprovincial intercourse
wi:l thus become highly advantageous and
should « 0 much, not only to stimulate the
development of the latent resources that
Canada possesses in such great variety, but
to increase the home aund foreign trade of
her merch.nts.

LIFE INSURANCE CHART.

In to-day’s issue we present ome of the
most valuable compilations vespecting the
business of_life insurance in Canada, which
has ever appeared—always excepting the
Blue Bock iteelf. As respects fourteen of
the best known companies, the grow h of
the premium income, of the new business,
of the total amount in force, of the death
claims, &c., for six years past, can be seen at
a single glance. Other life companies tran-
sact coneiderable busincss in the Dominion,
but were not doing anything to speak of six
years ago, or have commenced business here
recently, such as the North American, Fed-
eral, British Empire, United States and New
York. Five other companies, which do both
fire and{life insurance business, issued only
the small number of thirty-three life policies

all told in 1883, the North British getting the
lion’s share, and the other twenty being div-
ided between the L. L. and Globe, the Com-
mercial Union, the Queen and the Royal.

During the past year the Toronto Life,
of which Arthur Harvey, late of the Pro-
vincial Fire, was secretary and manager,
has thrown up the spunge, and the Life
Association of Hamilton, formerly the

Mutual Life, has ceased to do busi-
ness, Both companies were organized

in this city in the year 1873, the one
the one on the stock basis and the other on
the mutual system, and for 8 me years both
gave good promise of success. The Mutual
removed to Hamilton early in its career, its
priucipal back: rs residing tcere, and made a
brave struggle, but was weighted down by
heavy expenses and death losses, and its
mutual policy holders were therefore never
able to realize a single dividend. Latterly it
changed its name and obtained additional
capital, but without any material improve-
ment, and for the present has decided to cut
off the expense of seeking new business.
For particulars as to its recent history we
refer those interested to the chart oppuosite
‘¢ Life Association of Canada.” The opera-
ations of the Toronto Life not having been
deemed of sufficient importance to appear in
chart form, hitherto, we now summarize
them from the blue book :—

New Total Claims

Year. Prem’'s. Ins. Ins. Paid
1874 § 8,978 $132,500 $283,800 ceee
1875 9,871 120,531 318,531 $3,000
1876 10,882 135,729 343,881 3,510
1877 6120 52,000 275 551 2,000
1878 6,435 49,138 209,490 sens
1879 4,674 17,6: 6 163,609 ceea
1880 4,730 69,716 193,747 1,930
1831 6,262 76,800 220,909 2,200
1882 5,252 35,500 171,309 1,100
1883 2434 L. aeel. 4,150

The record of the Toronto winds upin the
blue book with “ Policies transferred to the
Federal Life Assurance Co., 169, insuring
$171,308.” The Federal is a new company,
started in Hamilton (wo years ago, with an
au.uorized capital of $1,000,000, of which
$63,327 had been paid up in cash at last
accounts, and a small amount more in pro-
misgsory n tes. It :rsued in 1883 some 333
new policies, insuring $410,383, and its total
insurance in force is $722,699. The total
new iusurance issued by all the companies in
Canada, during the past year, foots up to
$21,5672,960 chowing a fair increase of cne
and a half millions over 1882, and the
awount remaining in force at the close of
the year was $124,196,875, wgainst $113,613,-
475 at the close of the previous year. The
death claims paid were $1,593,029. This is
an increase over the previous year of $333,-
508. The deaths cost the Canadian compan-
ies, most of whose business is under ten
years old, only $10.10 per $1,000; the
British companies $19.40 and the American
companies $14.50. The general average was
$13.40. The previous year it was only
$11.70.

e ————

—The Canadian Gazette, of London, Eng-
land, is unable to say how much iruth there
is in the rumor that ‘¢ the British post-office
will be asked to use the Canadian Pacific
Railway as an" alternative route to the
Peninsular and Oriental steamship service
for the mails to China and Japan.” Greater
shortness, in point of time, is claimed for

the Canadian route, and if this be beyond
doubt, the change ought to be probable.
Some of those who are bound to find some
employment for Sir John Macdonald, in
England, attribute to him an intention to
bring the subject before the British govern-
ment.

—In England the coincidence of diminish-
ing stocks of goods, with few exceptions,
with lessened price is a phenomeaon not to
be overlooked. It would ordinarily indicate
that a turn in the tide is about to come.
Why declining price in conuection with des
creagsed supplies should indicate a state ef
things immediately precedent to recovery,
the N. Y. Bulletin shows : ‘‘ There are
manifest reasons why this should be 8o ; for
(1) the reverses atiending such a course of
trade are apt to weed out the weak elements ;
and (2) low prices are calculated to encour-
age consumption ; and (3) low stocks make
room for new supplies ; and (4) the demand
for banking accommodation being greatly
reduced, the money market becomes ex-
tremely easy (the Bank of England rate
being now only 2 per cent.) and merchants
are encouraged to operate for a future up-
ward turn in values. For these reasons, the
present condition of prices and of stocks in
Great Britain may be viewed as warranting
the hope that the world-wide reaction which
has now been in operation for at least two
years is about reaching its culmination. This
inference could be more depended upon
were it not for the present unse:tled condi.
tion of European politics, which, far more
than anything in the intrinsic condition of
trade, tends to check confidence and restrict
business. What the above facts show aa to
the condition of affairs at the chief centre of
the world’s markets may be inforred, in the
main, as to the posi ion of business in the
United States also. Both here and in Europe
the politician is now the great obatacle to
the recovery of confidence and the return of
good times.”

—A corresp ndent desires to be enlight-
ened as to the Metric system of weights and
measures, It is a system of French origin,
we believe, at any rate it received legal
sanction in France in 1801. The unit of
length in the system is the measure called
the metre, which is equal to 39.37 inches
English, The decimetre is onetenth part of
the metre, and the centimetre is one hun-
dredth. " The Fkilometre, again, which one
constantly hears of in connection with
French voyages, or it may be wars, consists
of a thousand metres, or say, 3,280 Linglish
feet. The units of weight, liquid and land
measure adopted in France, such as the
gramme, the litre, the are, are derived from
the metre or proceed from t.e same baais,
hence kilogramme, 2} Eoglish pounds,
nearly, centigramine, &c. It will be observed
that tue system is & decimal one, 8o that in
their measures, as in their coinage, the
‘French nation has long enjoyed the facility
of the decimal system. It appears strange
that the English stick so long and so stub-
bornly to £, S. D. It has been wondered
at by some of her own scientists, Sir William
Thomson and Mr. William Preece, for
example, that even her Scientific Congresses
refuse to giva in, and form an international



