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interested and got the most benefit, but would flot take
the trouble to attend thec meetings. He could as a
private citizen spend his time just as pleasantly as any
one else, but hie had broken nîany social enigagements
to attend the meetings. Stili, lie hiad takeni up) tlc
obligation of president and wishied f0 carry if out. In
his opinion it was a disgrace that a hockey match
should take away the bulk of tlic membeil)crs front ait
annual meeting.

In giving this rebuke f0 the xîîcrclîanfs au:d ninu-facturers of I4etcrboro, 21r. ('li-es adiiidcredti-- a re-
proof to mnany more busîinessý. ieni il osec country,
members of boards or comm1itteesý or other ass,,ocia-
tions whicli are initeided to bene(fit Ilwcpae in which
they are esýtablished. If is; truc, anid it li' lonig bieu
truc, that the w\illing few public spj)i ifdo aud1 self-
sacrificing meihrs oýf sucli ii ar ini1 flic îuajorîtv
of cases left to) do( the \\orik in whIich ecr imbier
should take bis share The amouif ofsefhns
sh1own in suclicssh iscedta in the xtrme
\'J have known ifto appe inarg places as wcil as

sm ll tat mlcii (m impoj)rtantcomeria commnittees
wouild ecsthmee on very iinadequaf ie pretexts
-onie hiad "a meigfatnd"whiclî turned ouf
f0 be a whist party at the chil>; anotheri lhad to fake
bis wvife for a drive; a thirdl wenit fishing and sent no
excuise at all. A;suiredly thiat was a conispicuom, ini-
s;tanice çif cd byv Mr. Charles. wheni the( bullk of the
memibers abetdieslc romi ant annual meet-
ing iin order ftten a hoc-keymach 'T may lie

peddthat thîs miarks ftic strong sotn instinct
ofthe communiiiiity,. Yes if Toi.Bt it c]loes not in-

dicate a ineslk instinct on the pairt of ftic more
staid miembers of fhat cornmuniiiityv, such 'as members
of the Board of Tradle mav bc p)resumed(( fo bc.

Cani the gentlemen whvlo thus angt thir dufiies
reasonably expecf the unlpaid officers of a boyin
whiose proceedings ail business n hav an infeýrest,
to give Up1 their own social or famiilyý enigaigemencits f0
work for the good of ftie absent ones? P'resumiiahiy
fhere were several amnong thec 1ba kcr's dozeni
of members fhat did attend that annualiimeeting whio
were ,Just as anxious to sec the hockey-mnatch as wvcre
tlie others whvto wîiessed if. Had flot Mr. Charles,
and Mr. Quarfermain, and Col. Edwards, and ' the other
fen good men and true as fair a rîglif to neglecf the
Board of Trade meceting and] sec the fun as any, one
else? 0f course fhey had. But tbiey we,-re capable of
somne self-sacrifice at the cail of dufyt, while appar-
ently flic remiss ones were flot,

Selfishiness is ingrained in miost of uis; Iaziness is
the bane of many. We are huimanly fond, and
properly so, of our leisuire, of mur recreations, o! our
home attractions. Buit there are ties when somle-
thing rnust bc given upl for the general good, when
personal comfort miust give way f0 the qtrenuiolis
L-ife. If a petifion to Governmrenf f0 riglit a wrong 15

to be discussed, or if a meeting wvith the town couincil
about municipal affairs is arranged, or a conference
with railway authorities to remiove injustice in freiglif
rates, the place for a memnber of a board of trade is
in the fighfting line, wifh bis fellowv-membnlers. Suchl
are flhe occasions whichi bring ouf bold, ardent, public-
spirited individuals. But these energetic leaders can-
not do aIl the fighting: they need f0 be backed up by
the rank and file. And a man who won't take bis share
ini defending his own interest in sucha case deserves
to tie called a duffer.

AFFAIRS IN NOVA SCOTIA.

Much as other parts of Canada have felt the cold
xvcatlier and excessive suow falîs of February, if is
doubtfful whether any province has had sucli bitter ex-
periences of enornious snow drifts and ail that fhey
impiy in flic interruption of business, as Nova Scotia.
Tfli letter of our Halifax correspondent, written on
6th Madwas delayed and did not reacli us ini time
for last issue, thougli ordinarily these leffers reacli us
on M\ edncs(,day of cacli week. The stornis, if tells us,
xvere flwic 11sf severe for fhirfy years. Freiglit trains
were de ld betwýci onc and two wecks, passengers
wvciursndiiso drifts for four days at a
timie, Iii flic Annapolis Valley, iludeed, no otitward
trains cotld be mun fo)r ten days ; provisions and fuel
grew scarice-, clîtirches and sehools liad fo lie closed,
and flour %\(eut 11up( t) pur barrel. These xvcre very
rcal lîardshî]ps, ando flic hindrance of buies ad a
mnarked effeeot iii lseinig flic transa,,ïctio)ns of
nierchants asý we'll as îiiacinthr mal, o fliat
îieoc,, liin ïsfo îda t0o 1)o d scihe li ci ffect
1uon flicîn1 ofi flic ipas \ fcwxvuk iuci flic loss

as a rsuýilt o)f flic sceio tstrî is cstÎliafud( at
tlîree millîinsý ofý dolrTc icg f the rail-
roads mi Noval SCot1iaLP iabout 1,125 miles, anîd of this
about 350 miles (oilic lntccloiîal), wvas aIl fliat
wvas iii operafion for that fry iig period.

Althougli Cape l1retoni Farxîîers are deprcssed for
lack o! liay and for oflier reasons, flic prospect s of
fliat Island industrially are encouragiîîg ini several re-
spects. The D)ominion Coal Company, and flic Nova
Scotia Steel & Coal Co. are bof h preparing for a large
output, andl if is cxpectcd fliat tlie Dominion Iron &
Steel Co., which lias been expeingfi, money anà effort
o11it. fs orks f0 bring fin economiiicallv" upl-to-date,
wiil have ifs rail milI going b y îst. TIliere arc
hopes, f00, thait the new steel plant o! the Nova Scof la
CompanY wýill be in operafion, in a few mnonths, and
flic Cape B'reto-n Coal, Iron, and Rail Conmpany will
have rail communication with their, shipping ports, if
not witliSde this year. Ail this points f0, a busy
and let us hope a prosperous seasQn there.

During the last fiscal year the output of coal in
Nova Scotia increased, and that of gold decreased.
The coal raised amiounfed fo 5,247,135 tons, an in-
crease o! 2,00 tons over 1903. Goid production feul off
to,ooo ounices as compared wifh the previous year.
Gypsumr inicrea-sed in outpuf É,ooo tons: barytes, 3,000
tons, while limestone decreased 7o,ooo tons. The de '-
crease in gold outpuf is faken fo indicate thaf the day
of fhe smiall miner and worker on tribute is psig
Operations on a .large scale, however, are in progress.O
in several sections, wifli hopes for good resuifs. Deep
miining is being given more attention, two mines hav-
îng raised gold at a vertical depfh of a thousand feef.

BRITISH COLUMBIA FINANCES.

The other day, in the Brifishi Columbia Legis-
lafure, an abstract of receipts and expenditures of flic
province for the bal! year ending 31sf Decembher, 1904,
was brouiglit down hy the Premier, Mr. Tatlo -w. We
give ifs principal items. First in revenue is flic balf-
yeariy capitation granf from ftie Dominion for lands,
for subsidy and interest, in ail, $ 5,3,538: land revenue
broughf: in $108,175, and fthe sales o! land $58,233;
fimber leases yielded S.34.029; generaî mining receipf s
were $57,599, besides wbich a "minerai fax" yields
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