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-The direelor. of the Bayai Insurnne Jo'
met together linLiverpoal, an the lot aifAugnîl
to mentally digest the figures of the annual re.
port for 1888. That the undertaking was
a pleasant one no one who has perused the
statement of the lire branch will doubt. The
net premiums received amount to £982,787,
whieh is a gratifying increase of £38,472, orsa
profit of £100,000. The losses amount to 61.4
o the premiums or £608,432, a less sum thar
was absorbed last year. The directors have
oreated what they call a "Conflagration Fund'
and to which as a finit instalment they plae
the sum of £200,000, being a part of the amouni
derived from the increased value of soecurities,
The shareholders need not be surprised if they
do not find the next report to show such large
gaine. The Chairman, in hiesaddres, sp aks cf
the numerous afies that took place in the early
part of this year, many of them of very serious
character." He takes anything but a gloomy
view of the motter, however, for we find him say-
ing " whatever our losses may prove to be in one
year, I am quite satisfied that they will be made
up in subsequent years." The exhibit of the
Life Department is a good one. The premiumi
from £408,884 worth of new assurances reached
£14,027,which, added to the revenue from policies
previously in force, makes a total of £252,879.
About 5j per cent. of the premiums will provide
for the expenses and the commissions absorb
4.4 per cent. The total fands of this successful
Company now stand at £5,245,105 or something
over $26,000,000.

-The Wall Street bank was opend on Mondsy
far the fixati me since its suspension. As soon
as the court orders the resumption of payment,
depositors will, they have been informed, receive
a portion of their money. It is thought that
denositors will t ..Ant,.li1.à-.-l. .
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United Sates cattle, an extract from ihe HighCommissioner's report to the Dominion Govern.
ment (just printed by order of the Commone)
will prove iniercsting rsading. It exemplifies
the difficulty that already existe in retainiug for
Canada lier present excellent position as a
country entirely free from cattle diseases. The
Commissioner says:-

There have been one or two cases in which
cattle have been reported as arriving from
Canada infected with disease, but on examin-
ation the rumore turned out to be without
foundation, and Canada remains in the particu-
larly fortunate position of being one of those
few countries from which cattle are receiveâd
freely in Great Britain, and are allowed :to
move about with only the sarne restrictions that
are imposed upon English stock.

p evenua De yb paid in full, while In Auguet last three cargoes of cattle arrivedshareholders likely to be partially reimbursed. from Quebeo on board the steameships Oregon,
Nepigon and Anger Head, and were stopped ai
Liverpool by the Inspector of the Privy Council,-Late dispatches from Vienna announce the as being infected, it ie stated, in the first place,

failure of a large sugar refluer, R. Weinrich, with plenie fever, and subsequently it was re-
with liabilities ai 4,000,000. The failur 's ported that Texas fever was the disease fromt bt o4,00 eareissaidwhich they were suffering. Having learned thatte b. the natural outcome of the overproduction the Privy Council had sent an cfficer fromof beet sugar m Europe. London, who had corroborated the report of the

Inspector at Liverpool and that the Privy Coun-
cil had ordered the whole cargo of the Nepigan-A balf yearly dividend at the rate of ten to be slaughtered on the spot, and knowing th at

pr cent. per annum is announced by the Lon- Canada was within meseureable distance ofbcing scbedubed, I pnoceeded at once to Liver.don & Canadian Loan and Agency Company. pool, armed wiph a bter feamt ne Seoretary
of the Privy Council, to Professor Duquid,the veterinary surgeon who bad been seul inamFIRE RECORD. Londo, and who was there insrueted ta submit
ail the evidence for my inspection and furnish

ONTrà o.-Goderich, Aug. 24.-The arcade me with every facility to examine the wholeskating rink was totally destroyed by fire to- case.
night. Los fully covered by insurance in the Under my direction, half a dozen animais
North British and Mèrcantile.-London Tp., were slaughtered in my presence, and I suc-
22nd.-Kennedy's barn sud outbuildings an'd ceeded in demonstrating to Professor Duquidcontents were destroyed by fire, and 1,000 bush- that they were entirely froc tram disease.
els of wheat, 400 of oatos, 250 tous of hay, two The cargoes of the two other steamers werehorses and four pige were burned. Loos $8,000 similarly inspected and with the same result.to 810,000, partly covered in Grange Insurance I requested Professor Duquid to send auCompany.- Toronto, Aug. 25.-The club amended report at once to London, and havingchambers, a large wooden building on the island returned to London that night, I met theowned by George Jackson, and occupied by W. Secretary of the Privy Council early on theH. Cooper, was burned to the ground this following morning, and after a full discussion ofmorning. Loss on building and farniture about the whole question with him and several veterin-$5,000. Fully covered by insurane.-Park- ary authorities of the Privy Council, an orderdale. 27th.-The losses by late fire here are, was sent, cancelling the previous one and freeingTodd, 91,000, no minurance; R. Hayes, 1,000, ail three cargoes from any restrictions.insured in Guardian; Edward's, 11,500, inbured; Mr. Peel, the Secretary of the Privy Council,Jas. Hiokey, 02,800 insured in Western.-. thanked me warmly for the perunia, attention
Gravenhurst, Aug. 26.-A fire completely de- I had given to this important matien, n dstroyed McBurney & Co.'s milland lumber yard. expressed himseif as much gratifmed by theLos on lumber, about 180,000, mill and ma- result. A case was also reparted during thecohinery $20,000; insured about$35,000.--- t asî year in which some calle from Canada
Hamnilton, 27th.-Mrs. Jno. Ferries' residence were stated to be infected with the foot-sud.and contente destroyed. Loss about 120,000 ; mouth disease at Bristol.
insured lu L. & L. & Globe $5,000 and 12,000 in Enquihies • •owcvenia ismalter, eliciledoompany unknown. Esquesing Tp.,24.-Doug. the tact Ihat the animai were paed as bcing
las' barn on lot 4 con. 8th struck by light•ing lungood arder ai Liverpool, and s they wernsud burned with entire crop. Laos, 88,000; deposited, ouarrivai lu BnBistl,hlu a yard lu
insured $8 .--- Peterboro', Aug. 25.-,i which sme bols fram Ireand ad previay t
The hardw o store ofB . Kingan, Griffin'. ih been psoed, sad it was iln thi way tiithe
shop andif ory adjoining and Harris'pawnshop Canadia catle caughasthe infection.yh

r. ingan'. lons cavercd by insurauce
eeter on building, an stock 12,000
nd Lancashire, 82,000 in Royal and
Fire Assurance Association ; Mr.
r0 iu the City ai London on ,stock,
ris' las. about 1800, no insurance.
nster Tp., 24th--The barn oH.
t 20, con. 5, was burned to the
Scontents. Los, 12,000 ; no insur-
dborougi Tp., 24th.-The barn and
if David Widmer, lot 12, 6 con.,med with season's crops, machinery,
. Loss about $3,500 ; insured in
tual for $1,500.-Osaca, 22nd.-
t mili and contents burned. Los
iusured.
oviNcs.-Ellshouse, N. S., 24.-

owned by T. Ellenskausen and
F . W. Beckman, on the St. Croix
r with 200,000 fset ai eawu lumber
oarding house adjuining, waî tobally

fire. Suspected incendiary.-2 4.-Martinus Saw Mill with con-
L. osheav.- Shediac, N.B.,

3 KaUy snd Wood Avards housosormer was insuroed $800.

TTLE EXPORT QUESTION.

arguments recently employed to
hipment from Canadian ports of
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Il ha. been reported that Canadianu heepaffected by scab, have been found in home car-
goes that have arrived. I believe, however, it
is the fact that these were rejected and refused
to be passed by the veterinary inspector at the
port a Montreal. But it happeued that there
wau no impediment ta their being imported tethe United States. They were, therefore, sent
to Portland, and from that port sbipped as
Canadian sheep; the port of exportatian being,however, from the United States.

Considering the exceptional position In which
Canada is placed at the present time, with
regard to the exportation of animals fi aIl kinds
to Great Britain, it becomes a matter of national
impottance that every care should be taken both
by thefarmers and shippers, to prevent any ans.
mals being #hipped which mag be infected wtestdisease or which may be, to any extent, un-
heaitby, wheher the ailment trom which they
are suffe3ring is infectious or not. Il ie gratify-ing to all the friends of Canada to see thatisuch
an important industry ie growing, and when it is
stated that the importe of live cattle into Great
Britain, from aIl countries, average 850,000 perannum, in addition to about 1,000,000 sheepand 16,000 swine, it will be seen what an admir-
able and growing market in available for ail
kinds of stock that may be raised in Canada.
The value of the imports of live cattle, in 1882,was over £9,000.000, in addition to dead meat
of the value of £6,000,000, and other agricultural
products valued at £12,000,000.

As an inducement to the Gover.ment to con-
sent to allow Wyoming and Montana cattle to
be ehipped irom Canadian porta il il representedthat a million of cattle a year will be iransported
over Canadian railways and shipped from Mon.
treal. The statement is preposteroue, the figures
given by the High Commissioner showing thatthe import of cattle into E-gland and Scotland
from all countries ie only 850,000 per annum.
But even il the railways of Canada were
to carry a million of United States cattle
--which animals, being shipped from
Canadian ports would be classed in Eng-land as Canadian cattle, and would thug receive
the beneft of the -exceptional health pesition
which Canada enjoys-thia would be poor com-
pensation to Canada ehould this export of for-
eign cattle eventually cause lier to lose ber ex-
ceptional advantages. One result would certainlyollow. All western and soutbern UnitedStates cattle would soon become Wyoming orMontana cattle, carrying disease with them. Ita as much as we can do in Canada to keep our>wn lerds free from disease; we certainly can-1oI undertake to regulate all the United States
s well. We know where we stand now ; but if
[r. Frewer's views were to prevail we mightrake up some morning to find that our railwaysïad lost the promised traffio and that Canada
ad been placed on the list of "scheduled "
ountries. In fact, we might purchase this
silway traffie at far too dear a price.-Mon-
'ceal Herald.

THE DARKNESS BEFORE DAWN.

The conditions of the times is not promotivef cheerfulness. The process of liquidation in.olves a continual diminution of the estimated
alues of property, so that everybody feels com.
aratively poor, and a good many people are
pprehensive of becoming positively so. Iteems an interminable while since things first
egan to settle down to hard bottom. The
usiness inflation of 1879 did'nt fairly break out
il townrds the end of the year ; it reachypd its
eight and began to subside within six months
ereafter, and it ended abruptly on the day of
he great national tragedy of July 2, 1881. The
aterval of more than three years has beenarked by a dull, wearisome decadence, relieved
y occasional sparts of artificial activity, brief ofuration and fruitless of benefits. During theceater part of the time we have been on the
>wn grade. Commodities of all kinds haveeen f aling in price and increasing in quantity.here is scarcely a great staple-we cannot forte moment call to mind a single one, except>tton-that has not gone down very muchslow its average value, and some things are
eaper than they ever were before. The
echanical industries of the country are un-
-ofitable, and a considerable number of able-
>died men have been thrown out of empîoy-
ent. These are the discouraging features
the situation, and it is not at all surprising
at they have impaired confidence to sucl de-

thblat a great many buiessmen hav it


