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finally will begin an era of diminution, until, as some of our
n e optimistic brethren affirm, fifty years will sce the extinction
of the Great White Plague.

"~ Councilman’s pronouncement as to the causative agent of
-ariola still remains unchallenge:l: while more recently Mallory,
of Boston, has described a protozoan which he has named cyclaster
scarlatinalis, and which he believes has a causal relation to scarlet
fever. In the winter of 1902-3, Musher, of the Kinderspital in
Vienna, announced the discovery of an anti-scarlatinal serum
prepared from a coccus constantly found in the throats of subjects
of that disease. Iis statistics, covering several hundreds of cases,
oth mild and severe, were, as such statistics usually are. certainly
favorable; but he failed to prove his coccus as the cause of the
disease, and the consensus of opinion inclines to believe that the
favorable results were due to the combatting of the influences
of a mixed infection.  The same favorable results can also be
obtained by the use of antistreptoccic serum, which reagent,
in other forms of infection, has not the wide use among the pro-
fession that its virtues demand.

To turn to another field, where surgery and medicine meect,
we find that some definite progress has been made. Numerous
operations on the stomach have shown that ulceration is more com-
mon there than formerly suspected.  The nhysician of to-Jay
must not expect to find all the classical symptoms. for we can
have ulceration without pain as we also can have it without
hemorrhage.  Brilliant results have been cbtained in most in-
veterate cases, hy operative methods, results such as medicine
has not afforded. Under these circumstances we have the added
resprnsibility of advicing some of our patients to submit to the
risks of an operation, a responsibility which will often tax our
courage to the utmost, but which we. as true men. should not
shirk when the occasion arises.

In diseases of the hiliary tract, surgery has also discloserd
manry new features. The post-operative biliary fistula, in cases
of obstruction of the common luct, affords a positive means of
correctly estimating the quantity and qualities of the bile. The
use of cholagogues has an established place in our practice, but
now our faith is rudely shaken. Although the term cholagogue
has been in use for more than two thousand years, and is apnar-
ently as firmly seated as the everlasting hills, recent investigations
have caused it to tremble, and it may eventually disannear as did
many a mountain in some prehistoric cataclysm. Mayo Rob-
son, in estimating the effects of certain so-called cholagogues,
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