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To Oun DELINQUENT SUBSCRIBERS.— We
are compelied to address ourselves to this very
numerous class of the subscribers to the TRuUE
“Wirness, with the object of inducing them 1o
pay up,a portion at least, of the arrears 1o
which they stand indebted to this ofice. Thst
the ©times are hard® and money unusually
scarce, are the excuses wilh which our demands
are constantly met ; but we do think that a little,
a very htte exertion on the part of those to
swhom we address ourselves, would enabie them to
discharge our claims upon them, and spare us the
disagreeable necessity of asking, hut asking in
vain, for the payment of a just debt.

We would respecsfully invite all who are m-
terested in the TRUE WITNESS to endeavor to
extend its circulation. If each one would send
in a new subscriber; and if the new and old
would make it arule to pay ther subscriptions,
that wounld be dowg something substantial for
the paper.

To our paying subserib
tendered. .

ers, our best thanks are

¥EWS OF THE WEEK

Surpassiog all other news in umportance, 1S
that of the final conquest of the Confederate
States by the Nortlern Federal States, and the
consummation of the greatest pelitical iniquity of
which, since the partiton of Poland in the Jast
century, the world bas been a witness. In sofar
as France aod England ave concerned, their con-
duct has been worse than a crime—1t bas been a
biunder.

Ou the Sth instant, the brave, but vafortunate
General Lee, fnding furtber resistance useless,
and with that aversion to all unnecessary eflusion
of blood which characterises brave soldiers, sub-
mitted to the inesitable, and with bis whole army
capitulated, on condition of not serving again un-
tit regularly exchanged. On these terms men
and officers have been permitted to go free on
parole. Thus sadly bas terminated one of the
smost beroic struggles for freedom and independ-
ence on record , and another braveand chivalrous
people bave been blotted out from the list of the
‘pations.

Afier the evacuatson of Richmond, which the
snhabitants set.fire to before leaving, in order 1f
possible to save their homes from pollution by the
foemap, Genperal Lee was unable, from want of
men to make head agaist the evemy. His only
chance consisted in efecting a junction with
General Johnston ; and ths chance gone, he had
no choice, but, erther to sacrifice uselessly the
Yives of his galiant soldiers, or to capitulate. If
be could not save his country, Le has saved lus
honor jand his name to all generations will be en-
shrived in the Pantheon of history along with those
of a Tell, a Sarsfeld, Palafox, of Stonewall Jack-
son, and the innumerable army of martyrs.

For the rest there is nothing of importance to
record, Al the raders heve been discharged
from custody, with the exception of Lieutenant
Yonng, there being no evidence against them.—
Her Majesty has issued a Proclamation suspepd-
ing the operation of the Tmperial extradition Act,
s0 Jong as tke Canadian Act 1 in force. This

action of tbe Imperial Government is a full vindi-
cation of the decision of Judge Coursol.

. Tue Catuonic UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND.
.—The Seminary of St. Sulpice of Montreal
has made the noble donation of One Tbousand

dollars to the Cathdlic Uaiversity, of Ireland.—

 Wath that liberality which so distiguisbes him,

C. Brydges, E=q., has given to the Rev. M,
Beausang, who 18 collecting, for.the above named

wmstitntios, & free - pass

‘on the Grand Trunk.

The - Courrier du. Canada -willy we:h7pe,
‘pardon us for eniedvoribg 1o set’ bim right asito:
the opimons and policy.of the TRUE ‘WITNESS .
which it seems fo us that be misapprebends, since
be speaks of us as haviog opposed to the death,
combattu, a Voutrance — the project of *Con-
federation. 'This is incorrect, '

‘We have, on the contrary, always been ¢
ful to pronounce mo opinion on the question of
Confederation, further than this : That it might
very likely be the best arrangement possible
but that so long as we remawed Proviaces, sub-
ject to Great Britain, ¥ Confederation” 1 the
true sense of the word, was mmpossible, and uva-
necessary. What we have opposed then 15 not
Confederation, which means a political partner-
ship betwixt sovereign and indepenilent States;
but the plan and the details of a scheme of
Uunion, adopted first by the (Juebec deiegates,
and subsequeatly by our Proviecial Parliament.
These we have opposed; and iz so doing we
have but done what—Dbefore the results of the

)

are-

French Mimsterial press, the Journal de Que-
bec, the Canadiern, the IMinerve, formally
pledged themselves to do, should the Mimsterial
plan of Usgion be what it actually is.

For instance, the Journal de Quebec, of the
6:h September last, and whilst atl was yet uacer-
tain as to the details of the Ministenial plan, ex-
cept n so far as through his organ, the Globe,
the President of the Council had been pleased to
divulge these plans—the Journal de Quebec, we
say, assured us: fiest, that the plan which the
Ministry intended to bring forward and lay be-
fore the Provincial Legislature would be sub-
mitted also to the electoral body, before being
sent to England for approval by the Tinperial
Government, The Ttalics are our own,

# If they—the Chambera— accept it, it will have
necessarily to undergo another trial before the Blee-
toral body, and then if it comes forth victorious frum
Lhis second trial, it will be seut to London to0 receive
{mperisl sanction.’

Tn the second place, the Jowrnal de Quebec
solemnly pledged itself to oppose the Mimstenal
measure of Unton, should it appear that thereby
savereign control would be given to the central
over the local, legislatures. IHere are the words
of our contemporary :—

# Were we compelled to select, we would prefer a
single legislature to & centiral pariiament and jocal
pariinments, in case the former should beve sover-
eign sontro} over the others; we shonid be spared !
at least lhe inconvenience of 2n expensive tyranny.
It might be degpotisi, but at all events it would be
cheap deapoticm, whilst the other whilst oppressing
would beggar us.'—Jowurnal de Quebec, 61 Sept.
1864. .

Now the project‘of Union actually laid before
our Legislature by the Brown-Cartier Ministry
does give sovereign coutrol to the central, over
the loral legislatures ; in that every act of the
jatter 1s thereby made subject to the veto of the
central government, which wili of course always
represent the majorily tor the time being in the
central parliament. 'We therefore have opposed
that project, as  a despotism whieh whilst op-
pressing would beggar us;” and if by so doing
we have erred, our error consists in holding to-
day the same political opimons which, only six
months ago, we and the Journal de Quebec held
n common. We know not what arguments may
have been laid before the latter to 1nduce it to
support that which it bad solemnly pledged itself |
1o resist as @ “ ruinous despotism ;”* but n that

these arguments have never-been made publhe,
in that they have never reached our ears, we
may, we trust, be pardoned if «we bave not been
thereby converted.

8o also the Canadien of the 261n of August,
“ pratested energetically” aganst the lheories
of the Globe and the Gazette, which these jour- |
.nals, alas ! only too accurately informed on the
subject—aseured us formed the basis of the plan
agreed upon by the Brows-Cartier Ministry :
and thus definng Confederation, the Canadien
sffirmed 1ts resolve to oppose, even as the TRuE
WiTNESS has opposed, such a scheme of Union
as was actually laid before cur Canadian Legis-

lature :— .

* In order that there be s Confederation tbere
must be & certain number of soveraign independent
Statee delegating to a central government a drfinite
portion of their rights and their power: if this order
be inverted, if Sovereignty be transferred from tbe
Siates, to the central authority, the independence of
the one is suppressed, and the omnipotence of the
other established. Thu local governments will be.
come mere extended municipalities 2% the mercy of
the ceotral power, without aany rea! freedom in their
own effnirs, and destitute of influence upon tkeir
general destinies.”~ Cunadien, 26th August, 1864,

What more than this bas the True Wir-
NEsS ever said agaiost ascheme of Union m
which Sovereiynoty is vested i the central au-
thority ;- and oy which not a definite, but an -
definile, and therefore in practice an unlimited,
power is conferred upon lbe same cesntral gov-

Quebec conference were made knowa—all the |

! of a % general character,” the central government
1 =)

: chief deaails, the very opposite or contradictory

" nosition Lo furm ag honest and independent opin-
P I P

! there, no matter what the formulas may be with

'Iétipciplé; shall be carried ‘ont to the fallest extent
& Phe' Federal power shall be goveraign no doubt,
‘but ita functions will extend ooly over. ceriain gen-
airal;qugstions, sirictiy determined im -the Oonstitu-'
tion ., ’ h

Lowar Canada will aceept. .. . . :
_ % For no_consideration will we wmodiry our opinions
upon this subject, and to sustain. them we will put
forth all the sirength &t oor dlsposal.’— Minerve, 30Lh
Auguat, 18064

Now no one will pretend that in the scheme
of Union laid before the Legislature, the Fede-
ral principle is carried out or applied lo its
fullest extent—dans toute son etendue 3’ seeing
that an_impartial enitic of that scheme, like the
Edinbu»gh Reveew, prases st for its strong
centrahsing tendencies, and for the very subor:
dinate position which it assigus to the Provincial
or local governments t—

“ In order to centralise authority, nod to reduce as
Jur as may be lo a muncipel leved the local legislu-
tures, all matters of a general character aze, in sddi-
tion to those enumerated in the Resolutions placed
voder the control of the Federal Guvernment.)--
Edinburgh Review,

' Neither will any one pretend that, according
i to the Munisteral project of Union, the functions
: of the Federal Government would extend ¥ only
jover certain general questions strictly deler-
mined—ben determinees ;7 seerng (hat by
that scheme 1t 15 provided that all matters of
a general character  not especially and exclu-
sively reserved® for the coatrol of the local gov-
ernments should be held te be subject to the
central authority ; or in other words, that the
powers and functions of the said central govern-
ment be indefiite, and undetermined, so as to
| embrace everything not expressly given ta the

. % Such is ths only plan of ;G‘onféd‘emtfmn that |

thers and’ godmotbers: were .the. Clear Grits of
Upper: Canada, and ihe Rovges'of Lower Cap-
ada. ' The baothag may bave been. subsequently
adopted by others who call themselves Conser-
valives ; ‘but to those who remember the terms of
the Brown-Dorion Coalition it must be manifest
that the real parents of the measure were as
we have stated, the  Clear-Grats” and the
“ Rouges.” '

The St. Alban Raiders were transferred on
‘Wednesday last from Moxtreal to Coronto, there
to stagd their trial on the charge of having violat-
ed Bratish neutrality. Should however, the prson-
ers be acquited on this charge thereis nothing
to prevent ihe Federals from again claiming the
reeditson of the prisoners, whose fate would then
be in the hands of the Upper Canadion judges
whose extraordinary decision in the case of-Cept.
Burley of the Confederate Navy was the very
contradictory of that of the Lower Canadian
Bench in the case of the officers of the Conte-
derate Army engaged in the attack upon their
enemes at St. Albaps.

The filty thousand dollars voted as mdemnity
for the sum said to have been captured by the
men and officers of the Confederate army at St.
Albans, and by them brought into Canada, and
which sum was roproperly restored to them whep
discharged from custody by Judge Coursol, bias
been apphed for by the Federai authorities : who
base been informed that it shall be paid over to
them upon their making good their claims io it
in a lega! manner. Of the propriety of this
restitutson there should-be 1o two opinions.. As
prize of war, the Confederates forfested their right

| local governments, which may be deemed to be

:,beingtbe judge.

If therefore the WrRUE WITNESS has Spposed
the Ministersal plan of Union laid before the Le-
gulatuie, it has but done what only six months
‘agn the DMinerve (Mimisternl) pledged itself

{

posal. We may have erred ; batif so, we bave |
erred only in thie: that we bave been true toi
our principles; true to our pledged word ; that ',

we are not like a weather-cock blowa about by !

every passing breeze ; aond that faithful to the |
| promises made by the Minerve, we bave refused
to “ modify our opnions for any consideration.”

If we recall these thiogs it is pot to condemn
others, but to justify ourselses; but to show that
opposition to the details of the Mimsisterial
scheme of Union—details which whea first an-
wouaced to the public through the cclumns of the
Toronto GZ¢be and the Ministerial Gazette pro-
voked a general ery of indignation aund pledges
of opposition thereunto, from the Freach Mimis-
terial press—does not at all imply opposition to
Conlederation, or a league of sovereign and in-
dependent States, delegating to a central au-
thority by them created, a hmited and strictly
defined portion of their several sovereign rights.
We have not commited ourselves on the ques- |
tion of Confederation, but this we have, done.—
We have expressed a decided opimion agaipst
the details of the measure submiited by the
Ministry to our Leguslature, and oy the latter
adopted ; and because that measure isin all its

of Confederation. It is no small matter of con-
gratulation to us that, in tius hostile opinion to
the Ministerial scheme, we fisd ourselves in per-
fect accord with a publicist so competent to form
an wlelligent opimop, so competent from his:

ion, as M. Rameau, from whom we might almost
be suspected of baving plagiarised, so idenlical
with his, in every respect, are our views on the
great question of the day.

And we mght cite as in our favor M. de:
Montalembert asweli as M. Rameau. Ac-|
cording to the former, the great damger to li-
‘berty at the present day proceeds from the cen-
tralising tendencies of democracy.  Wherever
there is a movement towards ceatralisatior, |

which the thing s covered, there we may trace
the influence and the march of the accursed
spirit of democracy. And again, wherever de-
mocratic principles are in the ascerdant, there
there is to be seen a movement towards central-
isation ; so that he who is the opponent of the
one, must be necessarily the opponent of the
jatter. Now the manifest centralising tenden-
cies of the Ministerial scheme of Uanion for the
British North American Provinces are nsisted
upon, as its most characteristic feature, by the
Edinburgh Review,} the great organ of tke
Liberal party 2 Great Britain; and we there-
fore conclude from the presence of these cen-

ernment. 1f w our opposition 1o the Ministerial
scheme we have erred, we beg of the Courreer
du Canada in chanty to remember thatt is
only because we have always maintained uo-
swerving fidelity to our principles; to the princi-
ples which but about seven months ago, we still
professed in common with the Canadien and the
Journal de Quebec.

Agpain the JMenerve — not then anticipating
what the Ministeri] scheme would actually turo
out 10 be—tl,us commilted itself on the 30th of
September last. The lialics are cur own :—

while he is engaged on s mission.

1 .:#.We are for 8 Oonfederation in wkish the Federa)

! tralising tendencies to the essentially democratic
character of the scheme 1itsell. Hence our op-
position te 1t ; for to-day, 1t is neither from the
monarchical mor from the aristocratic element
that danger to Liberty is to be apprehended, but-
from the preponderance of the democratic ele-
ment, and the triumph of Liberalism. As we
are not ashamed of our Conservalism, or ultra-
Toryism if our opponents please o call it so,
so neither do we i the least regret that opposition
with which the Courrier du Cunada reproaches
us, to a scheme which bad Mr. George Brown

| solemnly to do, with all the strength at its dis-}

{o the,money, by bringing it wto Brutish terntory :
as the Confederate man-of-war steamer Ala-
bama would have forleited ber captor’s rights
over a Federal prize, by ber carried ioto Bri-
tish waters without having been declared a law-
ful prize w a Confederate Court of Admiralty.
The right of ownership m the mouey seized ai

t. Albaos, thus reverted io the origmal owners
the moment it became transferred to British
sol—no matter what the status of the captors.
and though the reudition of the latter would be
a monstrous violation of our pretended neutrality,
an act viler than that whica we condemned in
the Prussians who undertook to give up to (he
Russians, all political Polish retugees within their
territory ; the restoration of the property, or
prize of war, captured by Lieut. Young, and the
Confederate force under his command, to its
original owners should be approved of by all whe
do not allow their sympathies in favor of a just
and rightenus cause, and .of a gallant but ue-
fortunate people, to get the better of their reasor.

Is CATHOLICITY INCREASING OR DECREAS-
1x6 1—To suit the exigencies of the n.oment, or
of the cace which they are trying to make out,
Protestants make the most contradictory asser-
trons upon this pomnt. If the object 1s to take vp
a eoliection at an Anmversary Meetwg, or col-
leet funds for a proseljtismg society, the decay
of Popery is el quently acd energetically insist-
ed upon. The ® Man of S,” we are told, is
trembling on his thrope, apd bis panic-stricken
Subjects are on the point of throwing off their
allegiance. A litle, only a very little, more
exertion and cash en tte part of Profestants are
required lo assure the final triumph of Gospe!
priuciples over the errors and superstitions of
Rome.

At other times, however, the object is to in-
spire terror of, Rome, to make Papal aggression
a plea for fegilative aggressions upon the pro-
perties and personal liberties of Papists—and
then mdeed we hear a different story told, The

| rapid and elarmiog increase of Romausm is in-

sisted upon, and Partiament is Joudly and
vehemently invoked to fiad some means for put-
ting a stop to the inroads of the hated and dread-
ed superstition.
testants blow both hot and cold,

1t may be asked, which of these two contra-
dictory assertions is the more worthy of cre-
dence? The best answer to this is to point out
the striking fact that, when to swt their purposes
Prolestants insist upon the ¢ Decay of Popery,”
they deal only m the vaguest of statements j that
they carefully eschew statistics, and official docu-
menis, apd appeal to the testimony of wvcry in-
telligeat and very respectable witnesses no doubt,
but who nevertheless have all this about them in
common—that they bave neither local habitation
nor a name.

Ogn the contrary, whea a Spooner or a Newde-
gate is endeavoring to arouse a weary aod some-
what apathetic House of Commons- to more
vigorous action agamst the encroachments of
Popery, it is to statistics, to official and easily
verified documents that he refers hus hearers, as
conclusive a8 to the ' Alarming Increase of
Romamsm.” There ts lor mstance much good
argument in the figures  cited by poor dear Mr.
Newdegate in the recent debate w the House of

Commons, and which we thik is pretty conclu-
sive as to whether i Great Britain at all events,
Chatholicity is on the increase or decrease.
Newdegale’s object, be it remembered, was to
provoke the House info namng a Committee to
engure into the numbersand the conditica of
Teiigious Houses in the United Kingdom,

for its author, and of which the political godfa-

With this end in view Mr, Newdegale ap-

Thus in one breath wili Pro-|

Mr.]

pealed to figures,. He shiowed by census returns
that from 1851°to - 1861 the Catholic ﬁopulatlon
of England and Wales had increased at the rate '
of about’ 12 per cent, the numbers of Catholie
Clergy at the rate of 37 per cent. He showed
that, whilst in 1836 there were only 472 Catho.
lic places of ‘worship in ,Euglan'd and Wales, in
1863 there were 802 ; that since 1830 the pum-
ber of convents bad increased from 16 to 186
and that where in the first epoch there was not:;
single monastery, to-day there were 58,

Now i ‘in LEngland, 10 eolightened England
with its ¢ opeq bible,” and all the light of mo-
dern seience, Popery not only holds its own, but
rapidly and constantly advances, what reason i
there to hope, or to believe that in other coun-
{ries, the circulation of the Bible, and tle spread
of knowledge shall have the effect or cavsing de.
fections from Popery? What grounds has
Protestantism for boasting that Catholicity only
Jourishes in darkness and ignorance, and that i
cannot live in the broad light of day? Is Xng.
land then m which Popery so fourishes, and ad-
vances with such giant strides, the favored abode
of darkness ? has the hight of science and of the
Gospe! ot yet dawned upon it ?

And it is 2 remarkable fact that whilst it ;5 in
enhghtened Eogland, and amongst the most
highly educated and refined section of Epglish
society, that Popery makes the 1aost rapid pro-
gress, and wins the greatest number of converts
it is only amongst those whom Protestants them-
selves denounce as the most ignoraat and de-
graded peojles of Europe thai any imyortant
defections from Catholicity can be detected.—
As compared with Ttaly, all Evglish Protestants
will assert the intellectual superiortty of Eng.
land ; and yet whilst 1w Bogland Popery pro.
gresses, it is 1 Italy that, according to Protest.
ants, the Holy Protesting Faith is most rapidly
advancing. s not this a marveilous thing? s
1t not a full aed awmple refatation of the Protest.
ant thesis, that Protestantism commends itself 1o
the wteligent and educated ; that jgnorance Is
the mother of Catholic devotion, or as our critics
style 1t, of Romish credulity ? Here the is the
dilemma which proposes itselt to Protestants,—
They must admt, either that ignorance is favor-
able to the spread of Protestantism, or 1het the
till lately priest-ridden people of Italy, amongst
whom Prolestantism progresses, must be far
more evlightened and betler educated thap are
the people of England, par ezcellence the 'and
of the  open tuble,” where Popery 1s not only
pot iosing ground, but is every day achieving new
tromphs.

Admitting, which to a certain extent we cer-
tainly wust, the defections from the Catholic
Church in Italy, we atiribute them not to any
spirstual but to purely secular molives. They
mdicate a political rather than a religions distern-
per ; they proceed not from an “ open bible,”
not from the spread of educaticn, or dogmatic
considerations of any kind, but from the troubled
state of society, and from attachmeat not to the
principles of the Reformation of the XVI, cen-
tury, but to those of the Revolution of ’§9. No
man can seriously eatertain the idea that the .
Itahans care one straw for the Lutheran formula
of Justification, or that their hostility 1o Popery
is in° any way connecled with the Calvimstic
sheary of Predestination. God has not promised
His grace to any particular pationality, and 1t
may perchance so happen that the Itahans of the
present generation, as did the Trench of the
fast, shall reject the faith ; but we may he well
assured that 1f they Jo so, they will not erect
unto themselves a church either after the patters
of that of Geneva, or of that of Lambeth, The
object of their cultus wil be a Goddess of
Reason ; their prophbet and priest will be neither
Spurgeon nor Cumming, but M. Eraest Renan,
or Jean Jacques Rousseau.

Aund relyiog on the promises 6f Chrnist 10 His
Chureh, and the history of the past which shois us
how those promises have always been fulfilied, we
may coofidently expect that any defections from
the faith 1o Italy will be more more than counter-
balatnced by accessions elsewbere. It was so
the sixteenth century. The losses which the
Church then sustained through the apostacy of
the Northern nations of Europe, were 1n a few
years more than compensated for by the triumpbs
1 America—as Macaulay well remarks. Sone
doubt will it be i this our day., When they
that were bidden to the royal wedding would not
come, but spitelully entreated the king’s servants
sent to call them, the Lord sent into the high-
ways, and bedges, and the wedding was furnisbed
with guests; for to the nations that have re-
belied against the Church, and have cast away
with sacrilegicus bands the trezsure of the faith,
the menacing words of Jesus are as applicable to-
day as they were to the Jews of old :—* There-
fore I say unto you, the Kingdom of God sball
be taken from you, and given to a nation bricg-
ing lorth the fruits thereof.” That England may
be that favored nation we world famn hope
though scarcely cao we bring ourselves to ex-
pect it ; for we remember the terribly significant,
words of Our Lord lo those.who had once re-
Jected His freely profered grace, that ¢ none of
those men that were called shall taste of my

supper.” For the heathen who ‘have never 25




