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. <+ . OUR LAST ISSUE FOR "54.
.1 T'heold year is drawing to a close. -Its hours are
- gumbered. - Before we have the pleasure of address-
ing you again, fifty-four will-be numbered with the
years that were; and fifty-five will occupy its place..
‘I'hese days.of transition, from old to new, are days of
solemn thought—days when the earth is overhung
+ with heavy clouds, exercising a corresponding influ-
“ence’ on the ‘minds ‘of men—days when every one
might say. with the poet— ‘
- . “The melancholy days are come,
y . ., The saddest of 1he year.”? ‘
.- "This 18 at all times the case; the passage from the
. ald to the new year, is ever -a solemn season ; but is
~it not:doubly so now ? The year thatis gone has
- left hundreds ‘of families desolate and sad, even with-
* inithe, narrow. limils of our own city ; and, casting
_ Our eyes around, we see that the edict of death went
forth over the whole earth—DMontreal - had but ils
. share, of .the chastisement. Standing thus on the
threshold; as it were, between past and present, we
-Jook ‘back on a year of pestilence and slaughter.—
- Liooking ' forward to the future, what do we see thro’
‘tlie thiff veil of time? Alas ! the picture is far from
- ¢heering.  There we behold nought but war—war—
" sanguinary, ferocious war:—* pation rising- against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom.” ‘The signs
of the limes are ominous ;~they wlo riin may read
ihem. It is moré than probable that the war now
raging in the Crimea will be a general svar ere ag-
“other year is out, unless the good Providence of God
(i’ nleased 10 appease the storm. The. nations of
Xurope  are hovering around the vortex created by
-« (he. Turkish question ;’—ane after one is drawn in
and éngulphed in the horrors of warfare. Where this
will :end, none but God knows. In'the mneighboring
Republic, the' powers of ‘darkness are at worl, stir-
_'“riii:gf!ﬁp.“men"s souls to evil, exciting persecutions
“against the people of :God, and madly driring out

,irom amongst them, the * ten” who would. have saved |
. their Sodom from destruetion. - - .
." :Never was pation more 'visibly given over to it
-own reprobate folly. - These”people ‘are’ themselves
‘unsealing the phial of God’s wrath, in‘their heathen
ignorance ‘of its effects. Never since the days of
the Jewish Deicide wis there any folly like ucto theirs.
‘They call themselves at peace with the world, but
peace-there .is none for themj; ¢ they say there is
“peace, and there. is no peace?—terrible illustration
.of- the words of Scripture.
*“For us who have really peace—that “peace which
surpasseth all understanding”——¢ that peace which
the world knoweth not’—let us *rejoice in the
Liord”—thanking the God of nations that the fearful
.scourge of  war has not yet reached us, and beseech-
ing Him.that e may forbid its approach to these
peaceful provinces. : o
17 Wishing you, our kind friends, all thie blessings of
‘which you'stand most in need for the coming year,
‘and tendering you our warmest thanks for your cor-
“dial support, during the past year, we take our leave
- for the present, hoping you may all:be alive to read,
-pod . we to write at the: close of fifty-five—that is,
il it be:the will -of God—to whom be glory, honor,
ipower and -dominion, for ever and ever.—Amen.

PEPEDETFED S DA U

L0007, NEWS OF THE WEEK.
" Yrom the seatiof war the intelligence is anything
-~but cheerful. No progress has been made since the
‘bloody battle of Inkermann on the 5th of November ;
the fire of the besiegers is slackening, whilst that of
the defenders of Sebastopol is hotter tban ever.—
‘Overmatched in everything, in artillery, in numbers,
worn. out with fatigue, harassed with continual as-
‘saults :from - thie: garrison, their ranks decimated by
disease ant the bullets of the enemy, hardly can the
“Allies hold their position on the heights. from whence
‘they-cast many a wistful glance on the Russian strong-
lold. " To add to their.sufferings, the terrible gales
which . raged. for. several days during the middle of
November, ‘have: destroyed the greater -part of the
_trausport ships; on‘board of which were the ammuni-
tion, stores; winter ‘clothing for the troops, and medi-
cal comforts for the sick.and wounded."  Asa set off
to 'thiese disasters, .all  that we. -have to boast of, .is,
that..our army is still in position before :Sebastopol,
Pnt with,little hopes of getting:into the city for many
along day.: ‘Reinforcements are‘indeed arriving, but
ih}ba_rely sufficient numbers to-repair. the waste of the

" campaizn; and “to keep.up the effective force of the
bedieging arimy to.ils original standard. ., ..
* Under these disheartening circumstances, it is not to
e wondered at, if complaints are rife, both at-home,
.and_with. the.army; as to.the manner in:which the

e !l that the, Duke of Camb
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{90,000 .sabres and ‘bayonets.

- { dom, was held in-the Vatican;:: :We borrow the fol-

have;it'is'said; 'sold 'out; disglisted with ‘tlie*hardships:
of /Alié. Service; othets, feiatiing. sickneis) have ' re-:
‘turned ;home ‘on jleave  of absence ;\and " thie report.
ridge had, left the army,. 18
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confirmed 3— o1 L LA e - N
—gays the Nafion—

#Thero i$ 'io doubt of the fact™

-1 «.His Royal Highness the ‘Duke of Cambridge: is in-

sane. The reason assigned' is-the shock experienced
.t seeirig some of, the Guards stabbed on: the::ground
by the Russians, :.u+ <.': ++ -s1:'The first appearance of
the disease wasian:insult to.a.;distinguished .officer.—
The rumor is, that he stinck-Sir De, Lacy Kvans.’”:

‘Other accounts” asign as the ‘reason of H. R.

cation which he "had with Lord Raglan,.as to the
manner in which the’ Guards were-handled during the
action of the 5th, -Lord Forth, son of the Earl of
Pertl, is another officer nathed as having returned to
England on account of ‘a refusal to obey certain or-
ders from the Commander-in-Chief. "W hen-amongst
the officers of ‘an-‘afrny sweh events occur, it is too
muéh to be fedred that'the éxample will not be with-
out its effect upon their subordinates.

The Liverpool. Times calculates that, .since the
battle "of ‘the 5th, the British army has been rein-
forced by about 15,000 men of all arms ; thus rais-
ing its effective strength to about 31,000.- The
French have received still greater additions to their
numbers ; and, united, the two armies muster- about
A boly of Turks,
about 40,000 strong, under Omar Pacha,’is about to
embark for the Crimed. It is now' determited that
the troops shall winter in' the Crimea, and woaden
houses, capable of sbeltering 25,000 wien, are already
on their way, or in course of construction.

Austria has, it seems, at length consented to take
part avith the. Western Powers against’ the Eastern
colossus.: ‘I'lie terms of the treaty are not’ certain ;
that Austria has been foreed to accede to them, much
against her will, and that she will' prove but a luke-
warm ally, is, we fear, but too certain. To remain
neitler any longer was impossible ; to declare openly
on the side of Russia would have entailed the loss of
her Liombard. provinces,.and would have ‘been imme-
diately followed by a' Mazzinian outbreak in Ttaly.—
As the less of two evils Austria lias: therefore given
in- her adhesion to the “Allies ; who we suppose will
guarantee to'her the tranquility of Lombardy, though
they will hardly be able to prevent another Hungarian
insurrection; and ‘thie revolt of her Sclavie population.
In the Spring we may expect to witness an appeal to
the Polish nationdlity, and an attempt made, to raise
up, in a Polish kingdom, a barrier against Russian
aggression. . That such a scheme is in contemplation,
is pretty certain, from " the "tone of the public-press.
in France and England ; but‘the experiment will be
a most dangerous one, and if persisted in, will scarce

fail to lead to' another uprising of what are termed

the ¥ oppressed’nationalities” of Europe. - Besides,
the Poles are Sclives; and as 'sech aie: far more

{ikely to sympathise with their brother Sclaves, than

to subserve the interests of the Teutonic nations of
the West. The war has hitherto "been treated as
the Eastern Question ;” before long it may become
the great: ¢ Sclavic - Question.” . The cause of Eu-
rope, of Western Civilisation, depends upon the issue
of the contest now raging in the Crimea. For the
armies of the' West there is now no retreat, no alter-
native’ betwixt, complete triumph, or irretrieveable
destruction, - If our troops retire from the contest
without having planted the proud standard of Britain
and 'the imperial eagles of France. on the citadel
of Sebastopol, then will the. old prophecy of the first
Napeleon be accomplished, and Europe “ will became
Cossack.” The London Spectator thus speculates
on the consequences of ‘a failure before Sebastopol :

“If Russia retains Sebastopol, henceforth Europe
not only cannot prevent Russian conquest of Tatkey,
except at the expense of a permanent occupation of
the Black Sea by a superior naval foree, if even that
could be effectual, but Russia will have established
her superiority in miilitary power to the utmast force
the most fortunate combination” has been able to bring
against her. If we fail i take Sebastopol, we have
tried our strength under the most favorable combina-
tion against Rpssia, and Roussia is too strong for us.—
From: that failure the mission of Russia to conquer
and absorb will start with renewed zeal and jrresistible
prestige ; she' will' no longer need to proceed by de-
grees; to feel-her way with caution’and cunning ; sho
will only have to-accept the destiny assigned. her, and
to develop it as’suits her purpose. An Imperial ukase
would be omnipotéent from Tobolsk to Londor, from
Archarigel to' Ceylon ; the limits of States 'would re-
main,if-al all,as mere geographical divisions; the
institanon‘of States, if at™all, as mefe machinery for
carrying out the will of the monarch, whether he con-
‘tinved to° date from Moscow or Constastinople.”

. Ireland .is:at present in a very distracted state,—
It must be known:to our readers that some of the
Bishops: have issued an injunction to their clergy for-
bidding'thém to-take an active part in politics, This
‘has; much ‘annoyed 'Mr, Lucas and the party with
which he ‘acts ; and, in consequence, a deputation com-
‘posed, of . the . ahove-named.gentleman, and some of
bis friends, areron their.way to - Rome, to lay their
grievances: before ‘the fect of ‘the Sovereign Pontift,
beseecling him to ‘interpose ‘betwixt'the Irish Pre-
lates and theéir priests.” The' deputation was expected
to arfive in' Rome about the middle of November.
©..On' the '20th‘ult., the first session of the Prelates,
now .agsembled at Rome, {rom. all. parts of. Christen-
lowing details from. the Uriverse— . =~ = . ..
+ ' At nine o’clock’ togk place 'inone of the balls of

;| lates wera on their way to.Rome through France.”

Highness”abandonment of ‘the army, a violent alter- |

‘the Pilgrim Fathers, the canting  blackhearted Puri-

|from the country—which onceé they looked.uponias a

| TRUE WITNESS lias exagrerated’

-day: (Nov.;R1).1:The:cardinals: are riot-presént:at these
mestings; : Aftér the.wdiscussionofithe i'bishopsh:they
will: have their 1ieetings:in séeret. corsistories, under
the presidency-of -the. Pope: himsell: : ‘An-official «.}ist,
-has:jist 'bean: published,: which:Jéeclares:the number
of prelates present at Rome on the 18th ilt. to be—fifty-
ona . cardinals,: thirty-seven - arebbishops; . and fifiy~
saven_bishops.. Mare have arrived sinee, and others:
-are coming every day. . The number of strange pre-
lates in. Rome amounted on the 23rd Nov. to one hun-
dred and six, ‘independent of thase :usvally |, resident
in the city ;; and some Spanish “and other foreign pre-

. SATAN REPROVING SIN.. - '
A great meeting has been lately held in New York

which a great number of Irishmen, and descendants
of Irishmen, as well as native Americans, assisted ;
this -was natural, and.in very good taste. In the
course of the evening, - however, after'a  vitriolic”
speech from John Mitehell; a'Mr.:Daoheny addressed
the meeting, and, alluding to the Czar, elicited from
his audience the ‘most enthusiastic cheering for the
Russian. despot ; this, it slrikes us, ‘was in esceed-
ingly bad taste, on the Jpart of -Catholic Irishmen,
and not calculated to increase our respect for Ame-
rican notions of liberty. We shall be'told it was as
the enemy of England that the Czar was cheered ;
and that it is ‘but natural that Trisbmen, who have so
little cause to love England and England’s rule,
should exult in the anticipated triumph of England’s
enemy. Al this nay be very true; the treatment
of Tieland by England for the last three hundred
years ‘has, it must be admitted, been most brutal;
and such as perfectly to:justify the hatred which
Trishmen bear to their oppressor. But this has been
because England has been Protestant, and Ireland
Catholic; it has been the ‘product, not of national
antipathies, but of religious intolerance; and as such
all honest men must unite in denouncing it. =" But of
all countries in the world, the United States has the
feast right to reproacll another with religious intole-
rance. If we except some of the Southern States,
founded chiefly by Catholics, her whole history, from
first to last, is but a bloody record of cruel, remorse-
less persecution ; and if there be a nation on the face
of the earth which Catholic Irishmen should look
upon with loathing and aversion, it is that « Great
Yankee Nation,”” which las given birth to the illus-
trious Protestant order of ¢ Know-Nothings.” That
an Irish Catholic should not love” England—tliat he
should even-desire her humiliation—is natiral enough ;
but-that he should sympathise with a Yankee, or that
the Yankee should sympathise with bim, is incompre-
hensible. .~ -

"It is because England is Protestant, that she las
been unjust towards Catholic Treland... But is Ame-
rica then less Protestant ?—or are the déscendantsof

tans, the framers of the Connecticut,Blue Laws,
entitled to taunt England:with her cruelties towards
Catholic Irishmen? Has % Know-Nothingism™ then
-ceased to be a fixed fact, and convent burning a re-
gular Yankee institution? = Judge O’Connor, in open-
ing the proceedings, well observed— that the Irish
owed England notbing ; that England had given Jre-
land neither justice nor clemency ; and that England
might perhaps sue some .day in vain for justice and
clemency from others.”  But what, then, has Pro-
testant - America done for Irishmen 7—unless indeed
they happened “to be renegades to their ancestral
faith, and false to the religion of St. Patrick I—
‘What justice, what clemency, has America ever ex-
tended to Catholics? Answer the charred rafters
of Charlestown convent—apswer too, the ruins of
desecrated ehurches, which, throughout the breadth- of
the land, testify that Protestantism in' America is ten-
fold more a persecutor, fenfold more a child of the
devil, than it was in the’Old Weorld, and in that very
England which Yankee Protestants have the impu-
dence to reproach as wanting in “ clemency and jus-
tice to Catholics.” . -

We mean not to draw a veil over the iniquities of
British Protestant rule—we have no design to apolo-
gise for_the abominations- it has perpetrated in Ire-
land. But then it must be remembered that Protest-
| antism is not essentially English; that England once
was Catlolic, 'and” may, by the Grace of God, be-
come Catholic again. :1ts Prolestantism is but a black
spot upon its otlierwise admirable national character ;
a spot, foul indeed, but whicli-may yetjbe washed. out
——an excrescence, loathsome ‘indeed, but which may
yet-be excised. '-Otherwise is it with: the New Eng-
land States. Protestantism is of their very essence ;
it is the vital principle of their national existence ; it
taints the air they breathe, and corruptsthe food they
feed upon ; they can get rid of their Protestantism
only by ceasing to be Yankee. And thus. we see
‘that; at the present day, America is far more_vio-
léntly . anti-Catholic even than Protestant England,
whose Protestantism:is but an accident ; thusiwersee
(hat in. Protestant - America the:Catholict: Trishnian-is
:Farworse: treated than he was in‘his‘native land ; and
that'in the « Eiberal” United' States, % Social Pérse-
cution” against Popish’ Paddies has become so,intense
'and ‘unrémitting, ' that Irish Catholi¢s arenow {iceing

¢ Land of .Prowmise”—as from:a pestilence..:iRead
the . following :from an American: journal—the: :De-
‘troit Catholic Vindicator—and -say whether ‘the
3S lias exs - thié wrong
are 'daily"inflicted vpon Irish Catholics’

the-Vatican, ‘and ‘wnder the 'presidency: of Cardinals

L3
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(iLis an: honestwmuderofidenling:

-] ration-of : thoge

| ceedings of ‘other:nations. :}s =
-1 they regeive .wit
-|.world as .possessing . the: freest:.govérniment; indolse

‘I'when they’have shot, maimed, and
| puar foreigner, dppressed’the Cat
| executed’a magnanimous atlack’ o

to congratulate Smith O'Bricn .on his release—at |

‘which; even’fiow, owing 10" the, poverty. of*
| porters, and th

; 192 0f:dyn Jeverits; -
.'Umlt_!d_-: Slntez,;O'nvlhé':'co miﬁ;y;;has aﬁbé;?}i:ulr
attractive-polifipal.systentfiibut ac ording to ‘1hg
dern;and :prevailing ;éga%{ﬁ'idn,’:alhe-!.'p'ébPler"inav"b'e a
oppressive dg (hay. pléats. “This system:ia the aqn;.

'whosatembt daniiliar:with the: pragtie

which obtaing udderii, -asithe:other:is tha: detestaioy,
cal-pro.

‘ang
me.

of those whorare ‘ot acquainted 'with the Jg
people of 1hé- United: States, whilg
much! gusto.the. admiration of iy,

. ¢¢ Some of. the;

themselves in the practice of pelty tyraany, and gee:
X ) 3 / nd &

to think that they have asserted a soverqigr{’,s aulh:rehm

.Made suffer, somy

halic  Church, an

pou the institaliyn,

Ho‘s%itai]_s, and Churches. . -

“ Social persecution’is not only the most oppresaiy

puote PEISECLIION 13 ne 18 most oppresiire
but it is the most degrading 1o those who pi:gulisa i,
At argues a.degree of morul corruption, ‘which o
circumstances can -excuse ur palliate.— Detyoit Cy.

tholic Vindicalor. .- R

Yes indeed. England bas he fults.; but it ia noy
for America to reproach her with l.hem‘,vseeing that .
in the latter, all the worst vices of the first are rapro-

| connected with her, such as Orphan ‘Asylums, Charity

duced, and exaggerated tenfold. -

Soifie of the Catholic constituenciés of Upper Ca-
nada seemn by no means well pleased with the conduet
of their representatives in Parliament.. A Mr. Aiken
M.P.P. for the County. of Peel, who owes }is seat
to the Catholic vote, has provoked some very severe
and, no doubt, well merited censures from-a writer in'
the Toronto Catholic Citizen ; and if the Catlolics
of Upper Canada woulll ‘but look closély into the
voles of some others of;lhose - gentlemen, whom by
their suffrages tley assisted to a place in.the. Legis.
lature, they would soon-discover that others ag wet!
as Mr. Aiken have proved themselves -unworthy of
the confidence reposed in them by Catholic constitu-
encies. “We can now”—says the writer'in the Ci-
tizen— clearly distinguish the’ difference which ex-
ists between an independent and consistent Consegva-
live, and a pretended Reformer—a name i the pre-
sent instance used. only to disguise demolishing prin-
ciples.” 1t is a pity that the Catholics of Upper
Canada did not more % clearly distinguish the differ-
ence” at the elections in the course of ‘Jast summer.
We miglit perbaps, in that case, not have had quite
so many Liberals, and ¢ pretended Reflormers”—nat
so many secularisers and demagogues of the Geirge
Brown and J. M. Ferres stamp—but - we certainly
should have had a greater number-of honest, -con-
sistent and independent men, from' whom - Catholics

‘might have 'expected a favorabie hearing. ;

" The Session is now over ;' that Session fo which
the Catholic Institute of Toronto,under. the inspira-
tion of its venerated President, referred when, in a
meeting held in the 120nth of May:last, it unanimou:ly
Resolved :— L P

"« That the Catholic Institute of Toronto pledges ilself
1o oppose, by all constitational means, theJreselection
of the present Muinistsy, and of any of their support-’
ers, IF, AT THE NEXT SESSION OF THE PRovINCIAL
PARLIAMENT, FULL JUSTICE IS NOT DONE T0 THE Ca-
THOLICS OF WESTERN CANADA, WITH REGARD To THE
FREE WORKING OF THEIR SEPARATE ScHooks; and

'that this lustitute iavokes the sympathy and’assist-

ance of their fellow Catholics in Eastern Canada.”
As the “next” Session, alluded to in the above
Resolution, has passed, would it not be ell for the
Catholies of Upper Canada—with a view to anotler
general election which cannot be far distant—to ask
themselves a few questions as'to-what has been done
by the men whom they sent to represént; them in Par-
liament with reference to the School Question—
and, how far «full justice™ has been done’ to them
¢ with regard to the free working of their Separate
Schoals 77 'We fear that the results of such an en-
quiry will not be very agreeable to:the friends of
Freedom of -Education ; and’ that it will ‘appear that

so long occupicd the serious gttghtidn};d_f;fjhé: Pastois
of the Church, and which so-ritally concerns-the in-
terests of the Catholic laity, has been:-rendered ol-

policy of nominal Catholics, who, “in their désperate
hurry to approve themselves: docile fools of ‘the Mz-
nistry, forgot entirely to_insist upon the Tecognition,
in the Clergy Reserves Bill, of: the right of,Catho-
lic separate schools to share equally,. with;;the.. Pro-
testant schools, in all sumis accruing fioin the sect-
Tarisation of the Reserves, and rendered “applicable
for-School purposes.. That juitice to Cathalics im-
peratively demanded the insertion of 'sich a'clause-in
tlie Bill, is certdin, and was admitted by Miijsterialists
themselves. It.js equally certain that,  of the mem-

‘bers owing their seats in Parliament to the.. votes .of

Catholics, not .one was to be found. in :the: House,
bonest enough- to: redeem -his pledges:made - on- the
kustings, or to make-one effort to procure 1or his Ca-

tholic ~ supporters, ‘ thié first "instalment: éven of 'that
“ justice in regard'to thé free working:of  thieir Se-

parate Schools”, which they wefg entiiled, 0, demand-
The, result..of this treachery. may :thus ;be: shortly

Reserves are now handed:over to-the County: Muni-

cipalities, and are. therefore applicable to School:pur-.
.poses. .. But from the almost - exclusively: Protestant
.comyposition of -those: bodies’:in. Upper:Canaila;: it 15
morally " certain’ that not ‘one ipenny ‘theréof- will b
' alg: Selogld 5~

f:will be

‘given to-the assistaiice 6f*Catholic Sepiar

‘the
BRI R R R ERi e
‘ mmerable difficultiesswhich,

testants “ol” America, -who " ¢ cheer, tastily ‘for . ihe’

justlaw, dnd'a most Sfpressive adminisiration;of:ths

a satisfactory ‘solution of the great quéstion whichbes -

most, if not altogether, impossiblé: by:the suicidal *

summed up—"The:sums accruing.from:the secularised -




