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GLADSTONE HAS - RLTIRED,-

But hie stili manages to, do a good deal of mischief by
making a public declaration against the policy of Local
Option to which the Liberal Governiment is cornmitted.

'vas the perfect number for a dinner party, and lie made
their last dinner an enjoyable one : they had dainty, dishes,
spark"Iing conversation, and their favorite wines, and cvery-
thing of the best ; it was merely the cooling ice that was fatal
to them, and that only when it thawed out. 0f course hie
manufactured it himself. His butier deposed that I'Beauri-
±zard alwav s provided the ice frorn bis 1 chemist room,' and
o)nly iinsisted on using it when he had a little dinner on,"
with the usual resuit that his three guests %vere always shortly

hfe is enterta juments stricken witlh choiera dr yellowv fever.
Beaurigard w~as ai ingenious poisoner and one Nwould sa), no
(leath could be bad enough for sucb a fiend, only hie escaped
lus onnishment when convicted by killing himiself with other
poison that he had carefully hidden in a capsule in a hollow
tooth.

Tfhe story, if full of horrible suggestions, has its conipen-
sal ions for Canadians, and is a distinct warning to Toronto-
ians to use the bay ice in preference to an>' chemically made
stuif.

To those nervously inclined, wve would suggest that
Buenos Ayres is some distance off, and that by a curious
coincidence the paper that told the story had just announced
the closing of its great Ice Charity for New York. Who
knows, too, but it may be the means of building up a great
ice industry for us. Canadians being noted for the purity
of their prýducts, wve feel that here is a great field for enter-
prising capitalists; if we could only be sure of having a good,
cold N\ew Y7ork winter in Ontario, its success would be
assured.

I . Laes.

A CONVERSION.ALDERINAN John Shaw announces that be bas becomea convert to the doctrine of Municip al Control ofCivic
Franchises and the abolition of the middle nian (or

corporation). Good for John! h is a sound faith, and
(iU hopes the doughty alderman wîll he able to, do sorne-
thing to, lead otber members of the Council to the ligt-
the civic electrie light. It is a silly policy for any corpora-
tion to *ive away its own sources of wealth, and no justifica-
tion of the silliness is attempted beyond the allegation that
under civic control there would be a lot of stealing. This is
flot flattering to, the alderman as a body, and self respect if
nothirig else should malte them, solid for civic control.

.QUEEN'S ENGLISH.

EîD1TOR OF. GaIî'. SIR-N'O' longy ago the Winnipeg fl-ibuyie publîsbed an edi-
tonial stronigly advocating a reformi in the spelling of
the English language. Aithougli I beartiiy disap-

proved of the article, being fully persuaded in rny own mind
that tbe estallislinient of phonetic spellîng will inost effect-
ually murder ail the beauties of our mother tongue, ),et rny
good nature is iighýyltier thaîi my judgnient. Therefore,
taking it for granitied that the Tr-ibun;e desires more uni-
formity in the spelling of E nglish words, Ijforward you the

folowig lnes werein I fondly hope 1 have taken a step
in the direction pointed out by-our popularWinnipeg piper.

A FIGN SIcN 01.'A LALFAABLE CAî.F.
A painler once iiiiit* a prehîy sign
It sînod n'er a doorsieil rin, looked Mighuty ritgn.

Botl Stare as Nvc înlighu,
It luti!edl us quight,
'j" sec wîngs of a kighit
Attichied tona caIÇ,
(\Vings long ats.a scaif)
WIich malle u, aI af

Ont of Bahylon to mie wingéd kisgn,
For calfanà long wvings formi an onI conmhign

THiosE Pesky laps arc getting ton cheeky altogether.
They are now heading for the sacred capital of China, deter-
mimid to have a Peek-in without waiting for an invitation.

PRELIMINARY ARRINGEMENTS-

MAMNAcER. - I Well, have you the programme ahl fixed
for to-night's concert ?"

AsslST.-NT.-"lTht programme 's ail right ; but there 's
ano ther rov ini the comp.tiiy."

MANAHR.- ~What are they quarreling about inow."
ASSISTANT.-"l About %Yhose turn it is to be too iii to

appear."
VIOLENT EXERCISE.

WALKFR.-"Vou're not as stout as yolu used to be, old
man."

W~HEELER.- I No: since T started to ride a bicycle I've
fallen off a g-ond deail."

THIE EASTERN SLAUGHTER.
ScîlOOL TR USTEE IlMI:LY - Il Perm it me to congratu-

late you, Ah Sin, on China's recent defeats. The ivar is
keepîng down your population beautî ftlly', you ougbt to l)c
grateful. Shake "

rBut the ben4'-/uld heat,e tioesn't seein lu see.e
*lde report of last School Board meeting at %Yhich Mn.

H. declared bis approval, of war for this reason.
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