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THE FORTY DAYS INSTRUCTION.

We come next to the themes on which our
Lord discoursed.  They are in marked contrast
with the discourses which preceded his Cruci
fision. He chose a new style of instruction.
We look through the pages devoted to this period
and fizd nothing like the Sermou on the Mount,
or the conversatior s rccorded in the latter part
of St. John's Gaspel.  He discoursed about the
Kingdom, but we have none of the parables by
which he had formerly explined its nature, or
the precise predictions concerning its grand re-
sults at the judgment day.  Nor did he coming
hack from the world of the departed, bring any
revelaticn concerning the mansions of which he
had spoken, or concerning the condition of gen-
<rations who had gone before., There was not
1 word about “ spirits in prison,”’if he had been
preaching to any such ; not a-word of Judas, or
of the penitent malefactor, who -had been with
him in aradice, or of the saints whose bLodies
came out of their graves and were seen of many

afier his Resurrection.  And yet he discoursed
of grand themes, past and future. going back to ]
the times of Moses and Lorward 10 the ends of
the world,

We note four special points of d'scourse :

Iirst, after giving assurance of his personal
identity, ke taught them the meaning and fulil-
nient of the Scriptures, showinz from the things
written 1 the sacred books of the Jews how the
Messiah most needs be a sufferer, and thrau zh
sullerivg enter nto giury 3 and how repentance
and remission of sins must be preached in his
mine inail nations. It was a comprehensive
and detailed exposition of all the things written
concerning him in the Law, and the Prophets,
and the Psalns,

Neat e gave th

e promise of the new dispen-
stion aftee Holy Ghost. On e first day he
J t

breathed onthe ten, saying, * Receive ye the

Holy Ghaest,”  Then, later, ¢ Ye shall e hap-
tzed with the Holy Ghost not many days:
lienee ;s "and  then, = Ye shall receive power, I

aiter that the Holy Ghost s come upon vou,
arul ve shall me

titermast part of the
1

be  witnesses both
Samaria, and unto the

carth.”

unto

witil ye be endued with power from on ugh ‘

Third, there was the great Commission, with

At which it invoelved, now addressed to ane,
o Peter, » Feed my sheep
" Whosesoever sins ve remit, 1‘wy are remitied
unto them” ; and afl, © Go ye into .'llu
the world, and preach the gospel 10 every cre -t

ture.”

" inow w the fea,

now 1o

And then there was the promise of IHis Pre-!
~ence and the assurance of lis power.
Lower 15 given unto me in heaven and in earth

tio ye therefare, and teach all nations, lmpn/m";

them in the Name of the Father, and of thie Son,
and of the Holy (Ghost ; teaching them to ob-!
serve all things whatsoever [ have commanded
vou; andso, I am with you always, even unto
the end of the world.”

So the days hastened on ; so ithe demonstra-
tion for taut age was completed ; 50 ihe ﬁrsl'
principles of the gospel were implanted 1n men s"
minds ; so the Resurrection was lified up to .1

place of prominence in human thought as the ])rol’anc.
mist be gentic and loving and kind 1o our

yrandest fact in history.
']'hcn the eleven chose Matihias to be a wit-

Swords,”

“Battarry ve in the city of Jeresalem, '
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ness with them of the Resurrection ; and Peter
began to preach, and tell the people that God
had raised up Jesus from the dead ; and Paul,
on Mars’ Hill. discoursed to Athenian philo-
sopbers o/ Jesus and the Resurreetion ; and
Corinth he told them, firat of all, haw that Christ
rose from the dead the third day, according to
the Scriptures.  He himself was not a whit be-
hind the chiefest of the apostles, becanse he had
seen the Lord, and one who had seen the risen
Lord could never cease to find in the Resurrec
tion of Jesus a hasis of confidence and a source
of consolation which time could never weaken.
Take away that great fact, said Paul, and our
hope is vain, cur preaching is viain ; we are of
all men the most miserable @ but now /s Christ
IO axiony, is more 1true,
indisputable.  ** Now is Christ risen, the first
freits of them that slept :” and in him shall ali
and concerning this I would not
kave you ignorant ; The
Lord himself shall come again with the voice of
the archangel and the trump of God ; and the
dead o Christ shall rive first ; then we which
are abive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to wmeet the Lord in the
with the [.ord.
with

risen : no fact is more

be macde alive ;
I show you a mystery.

cand sa shall we ever be

another

air

Wherefore comfort  ene these
Laster to Ascension.— G itunan.

— e g Wm——

SUN DAY TALKS

Y BAREARA YECHTON,

o Likewi~e veckon ye al=o yourselves o be dead
indemi unto =i, hut alive ante God throngd Jesus
Cuorist onr Lord"—owaxs vio L

In these words St. Poul urges us tn put sin
away from us ; and coming as the injunction
does while our hearts are thrilling with the re-

membrance of the crucifixion, and with the joy

Yof the resttrrection we cannot {ail to be impressed

by 1t

You know, dear boys and girls, 1t was hecause
He loved us and wanted us 1o inherit eternal
“life that our Lord Jesus Christ left His heavenly
: home and came to earth tasuffer and die.  Ile did
not do this because He was obliged to, but he-
ause s heart was filled with love and pity for
“ the children of men.” _

It was for love of us that Christ suffered the
betraval, the agony in Gethsemane, the arrest
and illegal trial, the mocking, and scourging,
and the crucitivion and death, and all He asks
of us in retuen s that we shall love Him—with
a love that will give Him the first place in our
hearts and 11 us with such a desire to keep His
commands that we stall be, as St Paul expresses
-~ dead indead unto sin”  Christ dicd on the
cro-s that we might die unto sin, and rose again
from the grave that we might be alive unto God.

I'or Christ’s sake, therefore, let us strain every
nerve to overcome the sin that meets us at every
turn in our lives. For His sake let us strive to
put out cf our hearts every thing that draws our
love away from Him.

Vor our Saviow’s sake w2 must love none
¢ than Him.  We must not worship idols—
world, or pleasure, or riches be the
We must not be
We

other
whether the
one that appeals most to us.
We must keep our Sundays holy.

We wust huar no envy o hatred or

and feed the

malice in our hearts against any one.  We must
keep our bodies pure and holy. We must not
steal.  We must guard our tongues lest they do

wark for the evil one instead of for God. We
must not covet anything belonging to an-
other—* Hear the conclusion of the whale

matter” ;: we must love the Lord our God with
all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all
our mind, and we must love our neighbor as
ourselves,

T'o fulfill these two great commandments we
must not only “ he dead indeed unto sin” but
we must also be “alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord.”

Jeing “alive unto God "—that is, being full
of love for ouwr dear Lord—is the only way in
which we shall ever find strengih to overcome
sin,  You remember, dear boys and girls, almost
the iast thing which our Lord said, before His
Asconsion, to St Peter was, * Lovest thoume 2”7
He is still asking the same guestion of cach of
us to-day.

5, may our hearts be so filled with love for
our dear Savieer and Master that we may be

ahle to do those things which please Him, and
1o say with the camest sincerity of St Petor—

Lend Thou knowes® all things ; Thou duwiarest

tha I love Thee™ =Churcloman, N}V,
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Opera Siugers in Churches.

The salaries paid to singers by the New York
One of the worst cases,
anger

are Cnormous,
1o hring down the ficrce
is that of

I“rensh

churches
which 15 enough
of the Almighty on the congregation,
Dr. Paxions Preshvierian church, A
prima donna--Mlle Clementine de Vere, reacives,
a salary of 84,500 as solo soprano. Taking oul
her vacation in summer, she receives over $fioo
i a still Llacker Teature
seasan she leaves

jut there
the music

a Sunday.
about it
the choir after she has sung her
tens to a popular musie hall, where she freqnen
Iy gathers in $300 more for a cauple of opera

During
solo and has-

bravura songs.

’/./;‘I'
enormotts expenditure enreed i the cosnpeti-
aitractions in the wiy of

Lizensr Church in allusion 1o the

tive strogpies for new

singers:  Ina great ey over-nun witlt hogae-

less, despairing  povery aad o owretchednoess,
) ] fal .

where hunsdred s of thousands wafier, and suller

yuir after year,
can ot this vast cipendy

muore Jdeeply e query s wrong
from the consecienee-
ture for arustic coneert music serviees in those
rich lsurious churches<ainike for the better wor-
ship of God. when it represen - hundreds of
thousands of dollars that might otherwise help
hungry. clothe the naked, and
house the homeless.”

Not only are the purely religious clements of
musical worship wholly lost for 2 monetonous
succession of feeble and second rate Sunday
concerts, but for the most part profitless and

uninspiring.—.St. Georges Jar. May.

Why should we live half way up the hill and
swathed in misis when we might have an un-
clouded sky and a visible sun over our heads, if
we would only climb higher and walk in thg
light of his fuce >— f2r. Maclaren.



