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WOMAN AND MARRIAGE.

RY RUFUS REDDY.

The other day I received the foi-
lowirig terse and. explicit missive :

IlDear Mr. Redily-U've 'iecided to marry,
what do you think of IL 7 Your young lriend

So John is abut to m-irry. I think
a lot about it, John, a lot about it, but
I do not see what I might say upon
the subject, that will have any effect
upon your decision. No, none what-
ever. A man who has made up his
mind to marry is a difficuit animal to
head off, very difficult. John is not
the first man who has contempiated
marriage, and who did marry, not by
any means. To enumerate the num-
ber in round figures, we will suppose
that since the creation of the world
some fourteen billions of men, more or
iess, have entered that uncertain state.
Now were it possible for these fourte'cn
billions to be condensed, as it were,
into one reasoning being, gifted with
the experience of its whoie multifa-
nious source, to such an enquiry, I
say, this composite being would place
its ponderous hand upon the trembling
shouider of my youthfui enquirer. and
utter this kindly warning : IYoung
man, beware, " and what would be the
effect of this caution ? Nothing what-
ever. No, John, man -will marry, and
marry, and continue tg marry, tilt
Gabriel stands upon the pinnacle of
yonder tower, with trumpet in one
hand, and with the other beckoning
towards the cemetery, and this fair
creature who has bound you with
those mysterious chains. How fair she
is to look upon, I suppose, eh, John ?
They are aIl that, and how gently she
nesties upon your shoulder s0 trusting-
iy, eh ? Happy young man. But
women do not always nestie after mar-
riage John, flot always. Sometimes
they hustie, and when they hustie,
you hustie rny boy-yes, in fact we al
hustie. But tîtere are times, neyer-
the less, young man ; long after thie
poetry of Illove's young dream " has
been rubbed off the corrugated walls
of every day life; even in later days
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they will nestle. Nestie, while you
slumber, upon the purse to be found
in those garments which hang over
the back of the old oak chair, and
leave it as bloodless as the abonigine,

-when the vampire rises from his sleep-
ing form.

WVomen are strange creatures John.
Do not think because you have been
courting this nestler for a fe'v months,
that you understand her, and can read
her through. Women are about as
easily read John, as a heavily bound
book with its covers closed. Charac-
ter is usually read through the lenses
of reflection. The emotions and sen-
timents the would-be reader possesses,
he thinks he sees refiected in sume
degree in the person he iî attempting
to read. This is our mistake in read-
ing woman. We read themýr as men,
from which they are as différent and
widely separated as the north is from
the south. Man is made up of facts,
wvoman of sentiment. Man i3 of the
earth muddy, woman of the angels

eaey.If there are women who
do not reach this standard, it is owing
to their con!act with this masculine
mud. John, we joke of their frivoli-
ties, their vanities. We poke fun at
the lover because he has dlsc9)vered a
being upon whom he is certain heaven
has cast an extra coating of ts rays ;
while to us she may appear but the
gaudy butterfly. TIhis butterfly is the
creature wvho aIl the same, in the days
of trial, iih stick to you tilI death. If
marriage is not what it should be, John,
we men have made it so. We drag too
much of our earthly facts into it, and
not enough of the womanly sentiment.
Karr, the celebrated French *writer,
says " lNeyer attempt to prove any-
[bing to a wornan by tacts ; she belie-
ves only according to her feelings."
This mal- appear at first sight sati-
rîcal. But upon it m.ty be based the
foundation of woman's steadfastness.
I once visiied our Provincial Peniten-
tiary, near the city of Montreal, and
noticed several tastity fitted Up cotta-
ges near the gýim valls of the prison,
and on enquiry discovered that seve-
rai of these dwellings were inhabited
by the wîves of convicts confined
near by. These faithful women belie-
ved according to their feelings.
Though jury had found their erring
husbands giilty,-though judge had
condemned,-though the wvirld said
guilty,-these guitty culprits, to their
ives declared their innocency, and

that was enough. To these ivives
they 'veîe innocent, and they left al
to be near those made doubly dear by
their persecutions. This, John, is frail
forlorn woman. Let us now consider
how man would act under similar cer-
cumstances. A pale bitue streak wouid
be noticed passing swiftly along, with

Ottawa as its objective point. A3 it
moderates its movements in the neigh-
borhood of the Parliamznt buildings,
though sworn to pr aect until death
us do part, your valiant hu iband would
now be recognized, with well establish-
ed bill, seeking the aid of the senate
to accelerate the swing of death's
t:rdy scythe. This, John, is man, that
perambulating heap of pomposity,
called man. If you have a true woman,
John, perhaps youd prefer to have her
called a girl, for their is somnething
supremely swveet in that short word
girl, cspecially when it has, reference
to Ilmy girl. " If you have a true
girl, stick to her and marry her.
fhough you will have your dark days,

though clouds will mingle with sun-
shine, stili may you in after years rest
your hand upon that stooped and
withered shoulder, and look into that
face, robbed long since of ail its bright-
ness and from which the bloomn of
youth, so pleasant now to look upon,
has disappeared for ever, and say:
"lShe is ail the world [o me. God bless
her."
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