Storles, instructive papers and sketches,
humorous articles and illustrations, &c.
Amongst the current serial stories are
“ Richard Dare’s Venture,” “ The Pen-
rose Plot,” “ Digging for Gold, a story
of California,” “ A Shop on Wheels,”
“Brad Mattoon,” and “Train and
Station.” We have made arrangements
with the publisher which enable vs to
offer the Argosy and THE Lanp WE
Live IN one year for $2.30. Subscrip-
tions can commence with any number.
—— (o

WOMAN AND MARRIAGE.

RY RUFUS REDDY.

The other day I received the foi-
lowing terse an: explicit missive :

“Dear Mr. Reddy—I've declded to marry,
what do you think of it ? Your young friend
JOHN.”’

So John is about to marry. I think
a lot about it, John, a lot about it, but
Ido notsee what I might say upon
the subject, thatwill have any effect
upon your decision. No, none what-
ever. A man who has made up his
mind to marry is a difficult animal to
head off, very difficult. John is not
the first man who has contemplated
marriage, and who did marry, not by
any means. To enumerate the num-
ber in round figures, we will suppose
that since the creation of the world
some fourteen billions of men, more or
less, have entered that uncertain state.
Now were it possible for these fourteen
billions to be condensed, as it were,
into one reasoning being, gifted with
the experience of its whole multifa-
rious source, to such an enquiry, I
say, this composite being would place
its ponderous hand upon the trembling
shoulder of my youthful enquirer, and
utter this kindly warning: “Young
man, beware,” and what would be the
effect of this caution? Nothing what-
ever. No, John, man will marry, and
marry, and continue tp marry, till
Gabriel stands upon the pinnacle of
yonder tower, with trumpet in one
hand, and with the other beckoning
towards the cemetery, and this fair
creature who has bound you with
those mysterious chains. How fair she
is to look upon, I suppose, eh, John?
They are all that, and how gently she
nestles upon your shoulder so trusting-
ly, eh? Happy young man. But
women do not always nestle after mar-
riage John, not always. Sometimes
they hustle, and when they hustle,
you hustle my boy—yes, in fact we all
hustle. But there are times, never-
the less, young man ; long after the
poetry of “love’s young dream” has
been rubbed off the corrugated walls
of every day life ; even in later days
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they will nestle. Nestle, while you
slumber, upon the purse to be found
in those garments which hang over
the back of the old- oak chair, and
leave it as bloodless as the aborigine,

.when the vampire rises from his sleep-

ing form.

Women are strange creatures John.
Do not think because you have been
courting this nestler for a few months,
that you understand her, andcan read
her through. Women are about as
easily read John, as a heavily bound
book with its covers closed. Charac-
ter is usually read through the lenses
of reflection. The emotions and sen-
timents the would-be reader possesses,
he thinks he sees reflected in some
degree in the person he is attempting
to read. This is our mistake in read-
ing woman. We read th=m as men,
from which they are as different and
widely separated as the north is from
the south. Man is made up of facts,
woman of sentiment. Man i3 of the
earth muddy, woman of the angels
‘heavenly. If there are women who
do not reach this standard, it is owing
to their con'act with this masculine
mud. John, we joke of their frivoli-
ties, their vanities. We poke fun at
the lover because he has discovered a
being upon whom he is certain heaven
has cast an extra coating of i's rays ;
while to us she may appear but the
gaudy butterfly. This butterfly is the
creature who all the same, in the days
of trial, will stick to you till death. If
marriage is not what it should be, John,
we men have made it so. Wedrag too
much of our earthly facts into it, and
not enough of the womanly sentiment.
Karr, the celebrated French writer,
says :© * Never attempt to prove any-
thing to a woman by facts ; she belie-
ves only according to her feelings.”
This may appear at first sight sati-
rical. But upon it miy be based the
foundation of woman’s steadfastness.
I once visited our Provincial Peniten-
tiary, near the city of Montreal, and
noticed several tastily fitted up cotta-
ges near the giim walls of the prison,
and on enquiry discovered that seve-
ral of these dwellings were inhabited
by the wives of convicts confined
near by. These faithful women belie-
ved according to their feelings.
Though jury had found their erring
husbands guilty,—though judge had
condemued,—though the world said
guilty,—these guilty culprits, to their
wives declared their innocency, and
that was enough. To these wives
they were innocent, and they left all
to be near those made doubly dear by
their persecutions. This, John, is frail
forlorn woman. Let us now consider
how man would act under similar cer-
cumstances. A pale blue streak would
be noticed passing swiftly along, with

it

Ottawa as its objective point. Ajs it
moderates its movements in the neigh-
borhood of the Parliamznt buildings,
though sworn to protect until death
us do part, your valiant husband would
now be recognized, with well establish-
ed bill, seeking the aid of the senate
to accelerate the swing of death’s
tardy scythe. This, John, is man, that

"perambulating heap of pomposity,

called man. If you havea true woman,
John, perhaps you’d prefer to have her
called a girl, for their is something
supremely sweet in that short word
girl, especially when it has referenee
to “my girl.” If you have a true
girl, stick to her and marry her.
Though you will have your dark days,
though clouds will mingle with sun-
shine, still may you in after years rest
your hand upon that stooped and
withered shoulder, and look into that
face, robbed long since of all its bright-
ness and from which the bloom of
youth, so pleasant now to look upon,
has disappeared for ever, and say:
‘}:She is all the world to me. God bless
er.”

WEBSTER'S
Unabridged Dictionary

Revised and Enlarged

By CHAUNCY A. GOODRICH, Prof. in Yale
College. With Appendix of 10,000 words
and 1570 illustrations. Pronouncing
Vocabularies of SCRIPTURE, CLAS-
SICAL & GEOGRAPHICAL Terms,

Also, a Dictiopary of Mercantile and Legal
Terms, and 15,000 8ynonyms.

Over 1 600 pages. Weight about 8 pounds.

This work has always been sold at from $12
to $15, but by special arrangement with
the publishers, we will supply it
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ONE YEAR

. and send. prepaid, to nearest express office,

To U. 8. Subscribers, . $3.75.
To Canadian do .. $4.50,

D. THOMAS & CO., Sherbrooke, Que.

GUITAR.

Any person may learn to play the Guitar
without notes by using HOWE’S CHARTS.
There is absolutely uo need of notes what-
ever with this method as Guitar playing is
taught by illustration. We are receiving
hundreds of testimonials every week from
those who have used theml The Charts are
80 himf)la & child can understand them.,
They tell you right where to place your fin-
gers, tell you how to string and tune a Gui-
iar ; in fact, tell you all

SELF

there iS to know. The authorof these Charts
has been a teacher for 20 years and his suc-
cess 1s due to these Charts $50 worth of in-
formation is acquired for 50 cents. Thou-
sands already sold and giving perfect satis~
faction. Handsomely printed and bound
and will last a life time. There are 24 Charts
showing 120 positions on the Guitar. Price
50 cents per set (24.) Send today.

TAUGHT .

D, THOMAS & CO.
General Agents




