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noticing. There is a large appropriation
for Toronto harbor, another for Kingston,
and for several other lake ports. And
this, while the Montreal Harbor Coo-
missioners are compelled to provide for
the interest on a bonded debt created,
not for the improvement of the harbor,
but for thie removal of obstructions in the
channel of the River St. Lawrence, about
balf way between Uontreal and Quebec.
It is inconceivable to us hov the policy
of erpending Dominion money on many
of the works included in the present
estimates can be defended so long as aid
is refused to what must be acknowledged
te be a legitimate public work, and one
that was recognized as such forty years
ago. In the United States the improve-
smentson the great rivers such as the
Mississippi are provided for by the Feleral
Government i and we venture te affirm
tlat it would be impossible to cite a case
in whiclh improvements ofsuch a character
have been defrayed out of local funds,
the effect being to give an advantage to
the foreign route over that on which we
have expended such enormous sums in
order te secure the trade. Every argu-
ment that can be used in favor of the
expenditure ou our canais would apply
equally te the improvement of the St.
Lawrence.

BANKRUPTOY LEGISLATION.

That justice is slow and dear, creditors
are having brought hone to them in the
serious lasses that are occurring from day
te day, and there is no slight outcry
that justice is not te be had even at the
sacirtkie of time and money. Debtors
have completely collared their creditors,
and are showing an amount of alill in
keeping what they have, or in prevent-
ing it going.to those who ought te have a
fair share o? the assets, whichs argues well
for the manner in wlhich opportunities
may beimproved. By means of Prefer
ential Judigients, Buis of Sale, Chattel
Mortgages, Mortgages on Real Estate,
Wariehouse Receipts, Leases for long
periods made when confessedly Ranlkr'upt,
and numerous other fraudulent contri-
vances, creditors are being made te feel
their owa helplessness and their debtors'
powers. It need, therefore, surprise no
one that, from ialifax te Winnipeg, coin-
plaints of the wantof means for defence
are both loud and deep.

Previous te the assembling of Parlia-
ment it was freely announced in the nevs-
papers that Mr. D. Macinaster, M.P., hîad
been requested iy the Council of the
Board et Trade of Montreal to bring in a
ineasure for the relief of creditors, and it

appears that the' co-operation of' the
various Boards of, Trade throughout the
Dominion was requested by the Montreal
Boards so that the proposed measure
might receive the amount of attention
that a subject so important is entitled to.
Among the Boards there was not a single
dissentient, the necessity for legislation
being too seriously felt to admit of ques-
tion. Valuable time was lost, yet the
promised measure did not appear the
loss and miischievous frauds increased, but
no one appeared to regard commercial
grievances as worthy the attention of the
Legislature. True, Mr. Beaty introduced a
measure which is not likely -to receive
the support of a single Board of Trade in
the Dominion. One strong impression
created by that Bill vas, that it was much
better calculated to burlke the whole
question than te promote sound legisla-
tion. Naturally the various Boards began
ta inquie what had become of the Aot to
which'they had been requested to extend
support, and it may weil be, that the
Montreal Board of Trade finds itself in a
rather unenviable position, after laving
acted as if the introduction of the pro-
mised measure were not a matter of
doubt. Toronto lias clearly abandoned
hope of relief from this quarter, and has
appointed a committee to prepare a Bill,
with a view to having it submitted to
Parliament during the present session
and Monitreal lias, through the Board o?
Trade, communicated te the three City
Members, something of the grievances
from which creditors are suffering,

Whether any substantial relief will
resuit lrom all this agitation during the
present session will o? course depend on
the manner in which the question is re-
garded and dealt with by the people's re-
presentatives. That it is a question or
widespread importance needs no saying;
it is not a party question, and may there-
fore, be urged vvithout giving rise to any
feeling on either' side of the louse.

What is it that Parliament is aslked to
do? Merely to give permission to have
the estates of insolvent debtors distri-
buted fairly and inexpensively, instead o?
compelling creditors to continue to suSfer
the injustice by which their lasses are at
present aggravated, by refusing te pass a
measure for their relief. 'ihat is surely a
request of a most reasonable kind. ,I
any attempted persecution were in ques-
tion there would be good ground for
apprehending a refusal, but nothing of
the sort is aimed at all that is souglt is
that each creditor of an insolvent estate
shall receive his fair share o? the proceecls,
and no more, and that creditors be left te
effect the distribution amoog themselves,

untrammeled by cumbrous formalities
and useless.costs-sufficient means being
provided to redress wrongs vhen they
occur.

Should Parliament refuse te accede te
a request so evidêntly just, it will be
likely te raise inquiries as to which are the
important classes in the community Par-

-lianent considers worthy of attention.
The IDeceased Wife's Sister's' Bill for
instance, played no inean part before
the House, and no one complains that it
did so but will any one assert that the
object souglit te be accomplisied by that
Bill wfas comparable with the distribution
of insolvent estates in the interest of the
public. For one person affected by the
first Bill, ten thousand are interested in
the enactment o? the second. Creditors
are therefore unlikely te admit that the
object for w'hich they are struggling is
insignificant, either actually or compara.
tively. Legislation f'or the administration
of justice between debtor and creditor is
unfortunately in so unsatisfactory a con-
dition in every Province of the Dominion
as in many respects to be contemptible.
One may hold the most unqualified
admission of indebtedness, ivîth
a positive undertaking te pay on a given
date, and yet be exposed te endless
litigation in the attempt te recover pay-
ment, just as if the amount claimed were
really in doubt. Let the character of the
debt change, hoveve-, and let a landlord
appear as the creditor, then everything is
changed -- a landlord's warrant, issued
by the creditor himself, addressed ta any
person lie likes, achieves instantly what
will take courts, lawyers, sheriffs and
bailiffs, months or years te achieve in
Ontario, even when tie indebtedness is
clearly established while in Quebec the
summariness and etligiency o? the means
for the protection of landiords are very
little inferior.

Se muich for the traditionary con-
sequence in the eyes of the law of
hin Who happens te have invesied in real
estate Is it that the landlord is in
greater peril than the creditor whse
principal, as weli as profit is at stake, thsat
this absurd discrimination is made? (Jr is
it that a landlord is so much, mare upright
than an ordinary c-editor, that the
former is vested with se extensive a
power over the estate of his debtor, while
the latter is practically denied any ffee-
tive remedy for the recovery of lis claim ?
and if not, on what principle o? righît can
the denial of fair-play te an ordinary
creditor be defeniel ?

This kind of class legislation has existed
too long; if any d'scriminition could be
justified it would be that in favor of him


