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South Sea,- eorhef at: ttharqucfas, or at
ope o'f thofe: iflands 'wbnqh_ﬂ'al‘mm ‘had:
‘called ‘Amﬂefs!am wl\o;terdam, and Mid-

’ cuchurgh and which are.now, betrer koown b

_upder, the.. appellanon iof¢ the Friendiyt
h Iﬂand!. ~aThisbeing a.matter of eminent
cgnfcqucnce in. a‘\ronomy, and which ex.
cited.the atrention of farcign nations a8+
well-2y.of our own, the “affair-was talien.,.
up,b)u the Royal \ocaety, with. the -zeal .

-which. has always. been: difplayed,by . that.-

‘Igarntd body for the advancement.of every .
brangh'of philofophical feience. . Accord- .
vmgly,along memorial was- addreffed to
his Majelty, -dated. Fcbfuat‘y 15th, 1763,
‘reprefenting . thegreat fimportance of thc
objed, together with the regard that haad
been paid to it h)' the. prmclpnl courts of
" Elirope; ‘and nmrcmng, among.. other |
+ thingsy: thar a'veifel might beordered, at .
“ the expence of: government,. for the con-:
*vayance of fuitable perfons; ta makethe .
obfervation of.the tranfit, of Veous at ons -
© of : the, .places, bcmrc .mentioned. .: This

memorial having been laid. before xhe King .

. by t‘mearI of Shelburne,: (now the Mar. .

quis of Lanfdown) (one; of the.principal -
" Sgererarics of.Stite, his Majelty graciowlly;
- fignificd his-plealyre to:.the Lords Com- .
_mxﬂ}p,qrs,;of the Admiraley,: that ‘they:

0 ab('olutolrrcfufcd to acceds.
ﬂmldr;prowde :l[h:p for carrying - oNer ‘

. fuch obrcrvcn n the Royal %c:ry-lhbnll

judge propér: to fend to the South feasR-

‘and.on, the 34 qf Aprily M1 Stephensi ine,

I'Otmcd :the' focicty that. a-bark: hnd been-
takén up fat. eha.puspofe. ;-
1T he gentleman who had ongm:lly beeny

T

“hAxed.upon;to take: the . dire&ivn. of-the

expedmon, was.i Alexander | Dalrymplc.
Efq7; an-eminent - member of the Royal~
Society, -anid -who, ‘befides .poffeffing {an.,
accarate . knowledge . of- aﬂronomy Jiad
diftinguithed himfelf by his enquiries.in.~
to thcgmgraphy of the Southern. oceans,

.and by the colle®ion Lie had publifhed of:
. feveral vopages to thofe 'parts of theworld.

Mrs Daleymple being fenfible of -the.dif->
ﬁculty. or rather of the. impoffibility, ..of
carrying: a ,(hip -theough- unkoown: feasgy’

-the .crew.of which wtre not fulx)e& to. lhe

military. dlfcap)mc of his Majeny's . Navy,,
he made it the condition o hn gOing,ithae
he hould have a brevet .commiffion ay:
captain of the veffelyin the fame mabner
ay fuch acommisfion had-been granted-ta-
Dr. Halley in bhis voyage of difcovery.; ot

-this.demand Sir-Edward Hawke, whoaas
fmen,a: thelicad of the admiralty, andavho
1 + poliéded more of the (pirit rof- his .profes.

fonthan either:of. education or friencey
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g{:rns x_qlxgb;teJ angd. .
pred By different nations ;. and w;th P
108 oﬁ ‘the conquerors . reqewzﬂ A

of their chare&'e};‘ T ngnmg 1a ﬁe

pioate

s nen ne.. il
*maefiranxa ; the; ove - of pompoussnt!ﬂg,
‘an

theit. great . refpc& for.the, fair.fex:
fe. and. bﬁf!’%ﬂfahof,.m «w‘wr'ﬂn ,
hype lethcyi,recewe {;om,.the Moor;
ey, mhem;' vi
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a3 \.tﬂ as jn, Spm, its .nat
fame.  LSheaafi e

The.,$p1mards~have b;en Ircqueml)ﬂ

dcfcnbcq 10, Uy ut each province, has .its .

particular char erﬁ _p’p there feems - to

cm{!,r(: c;ergL, henr.a, moral as well’ ava .
phyf ;cf ion. . VE,Tha provmccs, which.
wiere form Iy, mol\ as many. kmgdom:,'

referved the l’pmt of f1a-

fc{(cr degzce, in pro-

ancc :hey arg l'rom each
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ng are the mcﬂ'mduﬂnous,‘:‘-
hanous}a‘mnngi} the Spani.
;.iécanﬁdcmhemfdves as.a dxﬂm&,,
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