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not anticipated that any difficulty will
arise in obtaining sufficient for the re-
quirement of H. M. Service through the
ordinary channels, and while desirous of
thanking the Ontario Government for its
friendly forethought and consideration,
their Lordships consider that it will be
preferable to leave the development of
these mines to private enterprises, though
my Lords have no doubt that the Govern-
ment of Ontario will for some long period
to come retain under its control some of

the land in which these nickel ore deposits
are to be found,”’

-Exeunt ommes! The curtain falls
upon this act. We may not applaud
either plot, author, or actor, but sure-
ly he who runs may read and observe
where the real statesmanship was
exercised.

For a space no further move was
made. Then the Ontario Government
began to receive proposals from pri-
vate persons to undertake the smelt-
ing and refining of nickel ore in On-
tario, but none of the proposals satis-
fied the Government, and nothing
came of them,

Then on November 23rd, 1899, the
Director of the Burean of Mines call-
ed the attention of the Commissioner
of Crown Lands to the proposal that
had been made to the British Ad-
miralty in 1891 and advising the re-
opening of negotiations. As a result
the following Order-in-Council was

approved by the Lieutenant-Governor
in 1899.

‘“Upon consideration of the memoran-
dum of the Director of the Bureau of
Mines dated 23rd November, 1899, and
upon the recommendation of

the Hon-
ourable the Commissioner of Crown
%andﬂ, the Committee of Couneil submit
or the

approval of your Honour the fol-
lowing suggestions respecting copper and
nickel mining in the Province of Ontario,
namely:

‘“1. That in the interest of our relations
with the Empire it is desirable at an early
opportunity to renew the negotiations
opened with the British Government in
April, 1891, whiech have for their object
the concession of an interest in nickel ores
of the ungranted lands of the Crown for
Imperial and national uses, on such terms
as may be mutually agreed upon.

‘¢2. That having in view a large scope
for the employment of capital and labour
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