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Il'iECZÂRINA

rT is a big step from the position of a
Igirlish Princess, of comparatively

humble means, and hrought up iii an
essentially quiet, domestîcated house-
hold in Darmstadt, to that of Emrress
of Russia, with its heavy responisibil-
itie-s, d;tzzling- brilliance, wealth, and
perils, ;1d [ict is small wonder that Prin-
ce.si, Alix of Hesse hesitated bef(ore ac-
cepting the suit that, if favoured, would
n1ecessaNýrily bring with it the harassing
lufe thia t is inseparable t'rom the exalted
positîin of a Czarina.

Although Nicholas 11 was only heir-
apparent when he wooed Princess Alix,
it wvas an Emperor, not a Czarewitch,
that she wedded, his accession taking
place a few months aCter his engage-
ment.

The Czarina is the youngest child of
the late Grand Duke and Grand Duch-
ess of Hesse, the Duchess being, of
course, the ever-lamented Princess
Alîce of England, whose beautiful
character the Czarina inherits in a
marked degree.

Peorhapsý no Princess in modern his-
tory has known the pinch of povemty
su well as did Princess Alice, whose
pathetic letters tell many a tale of
economny and contrivance practised.
It is easyto believe, therefore, that the
Czarina's youth was passed in the most
frugal home, and that she led the quiet
life of the ordinary Gemman or English
girl of the middle-class. A shilling a
week wvas aIl that she was allowed for
pocket-money until aller her confirma-
tion, when the allowance ivas doubled.
She was brought up more after the
fash1ion oif an English girl than a Ger-

nnigirl. Uler nurse, Mrs. Orchard,
waks Eniglish, and she also had an Eng-
lish goemes, iss Jackson.

Prices Aixcombined the true Eng.
lish love of outdoor sports and pastimes
with the musical talent of the German
nation, and early developed a gift for
art in varions forms, being particularly
clever with her pencil and brush. At
the same time she wa', instructed in
many of the domestic arts, such as
cooking, cake-making, plain and fancy

sewing, and used to execute the most
delicate embroideries. She was born
at Darmstadt on june 6, 1872.

Princess Alice made frequent all-
sions to hem youngest daughter in after-
letters- " Alicky," she used to cal
her. "She is a sweet, merry litle
person," she once wrote, "always%-
Iaughing, and with a deep dimple 'i
one cheek, just like Ernie " [the presenmt
Grand Duke of Hesse]. And on an-
other occasion Princess Alice remark-
ed : lShe is quite the personifiCation
of her nickname, 1Sunny. ' " The litt le
Princess was so bright and joyous that
she was called Il Princess Sonnen-~
schein."

Princess, Alix was only six years old
when she lost her mother, and, as her
eIder sisters grew up and married, she
became more and more the companion
of hem father. When he died she stay-
ed a good deal with her sisters, and at
the house of the Grand I)uchess Serge
she was thrown into the company of
the present Czar, then the Czarewitch,
He had been fond of Princess Alix for
years. lndeed, it is said that his affec-
tion for her dated back to the time whlen
she was a child of twelve, and they met
at the Grand Duchess Serge's wdig

The late Czar, it seems, favoumiied
one uf the Montenegmîn princesses vs
a future Empress of Russia, and %Nhlen
he found the Czarewîtch wvas settîig
his affections in another direction he
sent hîm on a tour round the world, in
the hope that fresh scenes would bring
fresh thoughts.

But the Czarewitch was flot to be
turned from his purpose, and on re-
turning to Russia wvon over the Grand
Duchess Serge and the Duchess of
Saxe Coburg-Gotha to plead his cause
with the Czar and Queen Victoria,
who eventually gave their consent to
the engagement. The Queen had
neyer been an actual opporient of the
marriage, but Princess Alix was de-
licate and young, and the perils of a
Russian throne were great, and for
these reasons Her Majesty would have
preferred that hem granddaughter, of


