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BASTONNAIS
A TALE 0F THE AMERICAN INVASION 0F CANADA IN 1775-76.

By JOHN LESPERANCE.

]BOOK IL.
THE THICKENING 0F THE CLOUDS.

VI.
TIlE COVERED BRIDGE.

Aftem this interview the twe girls separated.
Paulmna wua axieus te reab berna in order to
get informationu about bier fathar. Zulma pro-
pesed driving beck to Pointa-aux-Tremblas. Uer
friad didhler beet te dissuade hiem. Sha pieaed
that the day wus tee fer advanced for safe traval,
and antx-aated Zulma te postpoe lier departure
tili the following mornine.

"And iny nid father? ' objacted the latter.
"He niil hava ne apprehaunsiens. The news

ef the eneiny'a mrrival nil net reacl i bu te-day.'
"Oh, but it wili. Sncb nae trayais fast."
" But lia eau bave ne fear, knewng yen te lii

safe witli yonr friands in the city."
" My father lias no fears about me, Pauline.Ha kuows that I cas take care of mysaîf ; but il

is for huiself that I arn deirous of retuniug.Ha ie feable aud infirm and requires my re tge.
"But, my dear, conidar the rik ye umn.

The roade wili be infested witb tbase horrid sel-
diers, and what protection haveayon againat them ?"

For alaanwar the cbaak of Zulma' flnshad, and
bier Mune ayes giaamad with a strenge liglit thal
was net dafiance, but rather betened the ex.
pectatioxu of pleasurabie axcitement.

" Weit tiIl to-mormon- morniug, " coutinued
Pauine, " and yen cen go under the shakter of
somte mulitamy passport. I amn sure Rodarickwonld be delighted te get yen sncb e papar."

Znlina's lip culed witb scoru, but ahe made
ne direct reply. She aumply repeated bier dater-
mintien te go, tenderly reassuing lier friand
sud ambracing her with effusion.

It was about four o'clock ini theaeftamnoon, and
the day lied elmaady coniderebly lowered, wlien
Zulîna s siaigli reeched the enter gate of the city.
The officer in charge weuld fais havaeprevented
baer from geing fnrthar, but ae stated bier case
se piainiy and arguad with sucli au air of author-
ity, that lie was obliged te yiald te bler nishes.

" Wail," said she te, herseif, with a sui ile, 11I
bava broken thmeugli oe circla of steel. It re-
nmaiste sea hon- i will pas threugb the othar."

Sha didnot hava long te weit. About two
muiles from the city, the road whicb alia n-as fol-
lewis went don-n a steap billeat the foot of n-bicb
fiewa a iittle stream mmcli swollas et thiasssesn
with snew sud cakes of ica. Over thi8 stream
theme n-as a covared bridge whose entrance wee
Very damk. As ebe bagan the descet, the gloem
and solitude of> the g orge rather egitated the
nervas of Zulme and ahe stimulatad lier hersa in.
order te pesa thîrougli the bridge as rapidly as
possible. Hem ayas glancad over avery point
of tbe.-avina and it was with a igb of relief
that ehe appreeelied the bridge witheut sea-
ing ny humas being- But euddeuiy, us the.
bors'a hoofs teucliad the edgaeof the planked
fleor, the animalgrn restive, tossed up bis
head, baisncad riglitami left in the traces,
and va other unmistakeable signe of dangerlis. Zulme attemptd n ,urehuxuforwerd,
'but this enly increasea his ermoi. Hem servant,
a green young mastie, nith more etrangth than
courage, tuned te, lier nith consternation stamp-
ed upon hie blenk face, cond muttarad soe-
thisg about ebeyiug the animai's instinct snd
net venturisg te proceaad farther.

"Ju np ont and ses n-bat is the matter, " she
exclaimed. "If yenara afraid,.I n-ilde it."

The fllow lowly. stepped froni the vahild,
and feeling bis n-ay along the, sheft, reached th<,
lierse's haad where haipausad sud paamad inte
the damk cevity of the bridge. Ha then seized
the bridla and triad te l1adt e beast along. But
the latter nreuchad the bit frein the drivar's
baud, raised, hie foeaiap higl inl air, slieking the
alaiglu and iînpenîlling the 4eat of Zulmna. She,
tee, n-as about te, leap forth, n-hanbier servant

aiuback ' iptately, exclimùig:'

At the ainem moment the gleesi of bayonats
n-as sean under the arcli of the bridge, two sol-
diarsaedvanced into the ligkit, and the sasrp, stamn
aunimons te hlat esundad tbmongli the holion-.

The servent steed tmambling behiud the sleigli.
Zulma îquitly sigueliad the two seldiars te ap-
preacli ber. They did se. She said a word te
thenu. iin Fremnch, but tbey eliook their heada.'Tbey thes spoke in Englieli, but aime in tunu
shook lier head. They sîiied and se siniled.
By this titite, the horse, as if hae eppreciated tue
situation, havimîg tnmned bis head te look et the
seldiera, becaeme treuquul in hie place. The ser-
vent lied net liaif the semae sensa, sud remsised
immoveahile behind thae leigli.

surprise and pleasanre n-as discernible upon hem
ceuntananca. The nen- comner advanced te the
aida of the slaigh, tenchad hie cap and bon-ad
respectfnily te its faim uninate.

"Excuse my men, mademoiselle, " raid lie, in
*excellent Frenchi, " tbey have detaiuad yeu, I
t.perceiva, but n-e ara patroiling the roadeansdSthair ordars are strict. Yen desire te puse ont
-inte the ceuntry t

"If Yenueaeai.
d "Witb ttis menst"«Yas, lie is net a seidier, but e famiiy ser-
>e vant. We antered Quebec this morning befora

the invaestment, and it is ebsoiutely necassary fer
me te reacli my home te-niglit."
8Zulma'a toue n-as net that of e suppliant. Hempymasser ahon-ed that, as she lied net fearcd the
commanda of the soldiara, se she lied ne favor te

eask of the officer. The latter, ne deubt, obearved
thusansd n-as net displaased thareat, for inatead of.giving tha ermsin to proceed, ha seamad te-

Siînger and =aietas if ha faisn-ould prolong
the interview. ,Finaily, ha managed te intre-
duce a link inte tha conversation by asking Zul-
mean-betbar abe did sot fear te pursue ber jouruay
et that late heur, delaring thet, if she did, ha

* n-ul be happy to furniei hem nitb an ascert.
1She ansn-ared laughingly that perbape the escort
titself n-ould be the greateat danger she n-enld be
-likely te enceuttr ou the n-ay.

"iThan I n-lu ascort yen myseif," raid the
-young offficarwnith a*profound bon-.Zu agtske i, sdding the assurance
that she ueeded ne protection as she anticipated-
ne annoyance. Sha tlimr calied lier servant te
bis seat basida hem, and n-as about driving off
n-bau the loud report of a gun n-as heard in the
direction of the cîty. She sud the efficer looked

e acb other.
"A atray eliot, " raid the latter, after listauing

a moment. «It is uethiug. Yen are netafraid,
maemeisellea!i

"Excuse me, ir, Zulma replied, " but this
is the second ahôt I bave beard te-day. This
oe may mean nothing, but the fret n-as terrible
sud i shahl neyer forgat it."

The officer looked et Zulma, but raid setluiug.
Ila it possible that yen do net remeniber it

te.t
"Wa ara. se used te it, madenmeisele, that-"
"The maxin-ho firad that shot is a sceundral,

sud the mas et n-hem it n-as fired," exciaimad
Zuima, Sitting upriglit and fixing a giewing eye.
upon the officer,"ijasharo. Good aveuiug, ir."

And, as if impallad by the spirit nith n-hich
hie mistreas proneuncad these n-ords, the hoe
dashad forward and the aleigki pluugad iste the
gloomy cavamu of the bridge.

VII.
CARY SINGLETON.

It n-as Cary Singeton. Ha stood a moment
looki* in the direction of the bridge, theni

nlke4sionly away burifad lu thouglit. N- as1
parplaxed te undarataud tha esin g f thel
n-ords whicb e the beantiful Cesadian Maspokas.i
Whicb n-a the shot that she rafarred te, sud n-ho1
n-as the fortunae man n-hem sha procideimd îa
haro t At lest, the suspiciomn flàaed upon hi
that perhapa the young lady blid nitnessed the
scanaeof that aftamnoon undar the n-alsa of Que-
bec. It n-asvamy probable, indead, thet aie n-as
oeeof tha 'hundf-ae nho lied inad the rempartsi
et the tina that the fiag of trace aivancad townrdi
the gate. lu thet case, sha may have meant thea'
j-re>citrrus £rng or thé lfansd if she did,t
lim-haromueùt be the besreM f that fiag.Buti
this nas ïàost too gued te be t M- .Th ir
n-as d9ubtlesaslaloyaelit, and teoséWi aglie tdid,à
if sha meast as hae theuglit, n-ould argua aither1
that abs n-as a rebel -et haurt, or that suen-as ac--a
tuated by higlier principles of humant#' tilan ha
lied e riglit te look~ for in axciting an4damerai-
izing times of n-ar. And then could shoe poasiblya
have recoguizd him, for it wn-aon other thanen h
thet bedborne the ill-stared fiag t.N

SThis lut question gava a în- zest te hie ex-
citassent, sud lha stopped short ou the bren- of
the hiU te narve hixuseif for a sudden resehîtion.a
AÂeacond mapid analysia ouvinced bun thetli lie da
iudeed beau recegnized by the lovely sti-anger.t
Hem n-bele demeanor, hem eîimuted gienca, lero
infiaîad cheaki, hem gesturaeof agitation sud lbar*
lest pasqionae word, as ha xow vvidiy ramnéin- i
berad theni, pointed te iîîe oth er conclusion. Yes,e
she remembemed liii, sha kuen-liii, and, in af
momment of unguardad eutbusiasnm, alia lid ex-,
pressed lber adiniratiomaof him. And te* be ad- II
mired by sncb a wnoies!Ha cama frein s land fi
proverbial as mmcli fer female beeuty as for mnny i
chivàlry, but neyer lied bis eyes beau blessed t
nitli a.yision of encli transcendent perfecin.i1
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OUR CENTENNIAL STORY.

THE
I apent, a few rods behiind the wood hh
aitdthe road, procure a horse, ani start off

in pursuit of the beautiful girl. He would iearn
hier namne, hie wouid discover where skie lived and
t........ and then...

But a bugle-blaat startiad him froma his dreaxu
and shattared his resolve. It was a eall to, quar-
tera for spacial duty. He looked up and aaw
great clouds of darkness roll into the valley.
Alas ! the day was indeed doneé and ît was al
too late. He walked griînly to, camp bewailing
bis loat opportunity and deviaing ail kinds of
impossible schemes'to recover it. As lie tosaed
upon his cold pallat of straw that night, his
dreama were of the ionely gorge, the covered
bridge, the fairy apparition, and when lie awoke
the foliowing morning, it was with the hop
that auch an adventure would flot remain with-
out a saquel. He feit that it would be a mock-'
ery of fate that hie should. have travelled so far
through the forests of Maine and over the desert
plaina of the Chaudiere, suffering hunger, thirst
and fatigue, and facing death in every shape, te,
aee what hie had seen, to hear what lie had heard
the night before, and then be denied the fruition
of eye and aar forever.

It must be remembered that Cary Singleton
was bareiy ona-and-twenty yeara of ae, and that
in him the enthusiaam of youth was intensified
by an exuberant vigor of health. Your wiidest
lovera are not the sickiy sentimentalists of tepid
drawinýg-rooma, but the, rollicking giants of the
opan air, nd the adventures of, a Werther arebab trfia copard to tie iufinite love-aces"whih ae rcouted of a Hercules.

Cary Singleton came of a good stock, Mary-
land on the aide of hie father, Virginian on that
of bis mother. The Cary and Singleton families
survive fo our day, through successive gener-
otiona of honor, but they need îîot be ashamed of
their representative who figures in thase humble
pages. He a spent hiseaary life on bis father's
astate, mingling in every maniy axercise, and his
latter days were pasaed at old Princeton, where
hae attained ail the accomplialiments suitad to,
bis station. He was particuiarly proficient in

r J iterature and the modern languages,
lavxîng nistered the Frenchi tongue fromnany

years of intercourse with the governess of his
sistera. Cary had prepared hinisaif for the law
and wss about entering on its practice, when the
war of the Revolution broke out. He than an-
listed in the. corps of Virginia rifiemen formad
by the c lebrated Captain Morgan, end procaeded
to, Boston to join the army of ýWsshiugton, in
the summer of 1775. He had flot been there
many weeks before the expedition'te, Canada
was plannad. Wsshington, who agreed with
Congresa as to the importance of this cauîpaipn,
gave nîuchi peraonai. attention to the organization
of the invading armny, anîd it wus by bis personal
direction that Morgan's battalion wss included
in it. Whan the force took its final departure

in Septenîber,' Cary received the honor of a hearty
clasp of hanId and a few worda of counsel froni the
Father of hie Country, and this cireuinstance
cheared bui to those deeda 'of endurance and
valor which distiniguishad bis career in Canada.

VIII.
THE SONG. 0F THE VIOLIN.

It was the hour of iniduiigbt and ail was stili
in the solitary cabin of Batoche. Little Blanche
was fast asleep iii bier aofa-crib, and Velours wasi
rôlIad in a torpid rircle on the heartb. The firet
bttrnad low casting a faint and litful gieam
through the rooni. The hermit occupied bisi
usuel seat in the leathar cbair et onae corner oft
the chinuxey. Wbietber hae had bean rnappingo
musing it w;ere difficuit to, say, but it waa wtha8
quiet, almoat steaithy movamentthat hae walked
to, the door which. he opened, and looked out1
into the night. Returninig, lie placad a large log1on the fira, stirring it with hie foot tili ita
reflectionljghted one. half of the apertuiient. Ha
than proeeded to -the alcove and drew forth c
from it hie vllin. The strings n-are thrummedç
te, malin sur-e of theéir accord, the beel was set e
in the hollow of the shouider, and tbe bow exe- t
cuted arapid preJude. The oid ian siied asif f
satisfied witb the cîning of hie baud, and well 1,
ha miglit, for, these simple touches reveaied thev
artist.I

"What wiil you sing te, nie, to-niglit r aaid fi
Batoche, Iooking lovingly at his oid brown in- I
strurnent. " Thera lias been stranga thunder in ii
the veice of the Fells ail the day, and I have fait f
very aingular this evening. 1 do not know what n
is abroad. but perliapa you wiil t*li me. " 0

So saying, lie raised hie violin to bis ahouldar 1i
again -Adhbgan o.ply.-A- firt thre wre
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failing upon bis face, Batoche played on without
any notable interval of reat. At the end of that
tume, ha ateppad, tightened hie keya, swung his
bow-armn in a circle two or three times as if to
distend bis museies, and then attacked the single
E string. Itn-as there that ha exkpacted the se-
cret which.lia sought. He rounded hiesbould-
ara, lient lus aar close to the board, paered with
bis grey eyes into the serpentine fissures of the
instrument, presad bis left-hand fingera ner-
voualy up and- down, whiia bis bow carassed
the string in an infinite seriea of mysterions ave-
lutiona. The music producad waa waird and
preternaturel. The damon that lay crouched in
the body of the instrument was seaking to
Batocha. New boud as an explosion, then soft
as a wbiser; now alirill as the acream. of a
niglit bird, than soft as the breath of an infant,the violin utterad its varied and magical ian-
guage reaponsive to the toncli of tbç wizard.
Thra ware moments when the air tbrobbed and.

the rooxu rocked with the aound, and other mo-
ments when the music was ail absorbad in tbe
soul of- the performer. Finally, the old man
draw himaelf up, tlirew hie liead backward, rau
bis fingera raspingly up towards tbe bridge and
mnade a desparate plunge witli his bow. A
loud snap was heard like the report of a pistol.
The strinîg had broken. Batoche quietly lower-
ed the instrument and iooked arouud him.
Littja Blanche was sitting up in the bed gazing
about witb wide vacant eyas. The black cet
stood glaring on the hearth witb bristiing fuir
and back rounded into a semi-circle.

"lGood !", muttered Batoche, as bu, waikad to
the alcove and laid by bis vioiin. Then
ging as quietly te the door, ha opaned it wide.

Barbin and two other meni closely wrapped in
hoods stood before hum.

"lComa in," said Batecha; "'Il xpected yen."
Thare was no agitation or eccentricity in bis

marnner, but hie feetures were pinched and bis
grey eyes shed a sombre light upon the deep
ahadowa of their cavities.

11We have coma for you, Batoche, " aaid
Barbin.

" Are you ready r
«"I em ready

And ha steppad forward te take hie old carbina
froni its hooke.

"4No gun," eaid Barbin, iaying hie baudupon the old mn's arn. I"You ara not to
a*tack, nor wiil you be attacked."

"-Ahi ! 1 sea," înntterad Bateche,' throwing
bis wild-cat gmeatcoat over hies abouidera.

"You-know the news ?0"
1i know there is sonue news."

"Thé day of deliverance bas coma."
"At last !" axclaimed the hermit, raieing bis

ayes to the ceiling.
«"«The Bastennais have surronnded the city."
" «And w-i the woives be traDpad askad

Batecha in a voica of thundar. aHa! 1
beard it ail in the song of my old violin. I beard
the roar of thair mardi through the foreet ; their
about of triumiph wheîî tliy reachad thie Helbts
of Lavis and firet saw the rock of theaCitaal ;the epleeli of thair oare is crossing the river;
the deep murmur oéf their colunins forming. on
the Plaina of Abrahamu. Thua fer bava they
coma, bave they net ?t"

IlYas, thus fer," rasponded the thraeeman to-
gathar, axnazad et lthe accuracy of the information
whicb they knaw that Betoche lied not obtsined
that day froxu any human lUp.

"lBut tbay will go farthar," resumad thaelier-
mit, "because Iiave heard more. I bave beard
the boom of cannon, the rattie of muaketry, the
iis of reekats, the n-ail of the woundad, the
shriak of the dying, the meledictios ovar the
Elead. Then a long intervai, and aftar it, I have
heard the creckliug of fiamea, the cry of the-
Izsngry, the mnoan of those who suffered, the la-
msantation. ef the sick, and thea loud,' terrible
voice of insurrection. And ail this ini the camp
of our friands, while witbiu the city, whare the
woves are getbered, I bava heerd the ciuk of
glasses, the song of ravalry, the about of dafianca,
,he tbreat againat traason,-mark the word, my
frieuds. Are we traitera, yen and 1, becanse n-e
love our old nxotlieriand tee weli, aid lista the
wolves that bave devonx-ed our inheritanca ? Yas 'I repeat, i have beard to-niglit the about of, de-
fance, the tbreat againat. treason, the mocking
angli againat weeknese, and the deap) growl ef-
nebriate rapietien - Anothar interval and then
hae ctrphae. I heard the seft voici'of the
nigbt, the feul of. the auow, the mnffled tread
of advauciug regiinanta, the ion- word of corn-
nand,-tban al at once a thunderous explosion
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