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MINING IN BRIFISIE COLUMBILA,

The prospeets of Pritish Columbia as
ontlined by the delezates who attended
the reeent  mining  cupvention in .lln‘
eity, certainly appear brigin, The mines
have attracted foreizn eapital (o a con-
side pble extent alrendy, and ‘h‘:r“ i
overy teuson to helieve that the influx
of hoth Ameriean aod Baglish money
for the development of our mineral re-
sourees it destined 1o he large in the
inunediate futare,  Fhe greater propor-
tion of thix money vemains iv lln-‘vuun;
try. and thus merchants in Vietoria ana
\’;nu-uuw-r are able to veport o steady
uprovement  in business all over the
provinee during the past twelve months,
with n promising outleok for the com-
ing year.

The inerease  in the output of the
mines in the Kootenay distriet is alaost
as phenomenal ax in the case of South
Afrien,  Tu 1891 the autput only am-
ounted to KROOO000 in valne,  Last year
it had ricen  to over  SSO00.000, and
during the present year it will probab-
Iy reach S1OGO0MK,  Of course  these
results have been largely bronght ahout
by foreizn eapital, and henee 2 Iarge
proportion of the profit is taken on of
the provinee: bat 3t is estimated that at
feast 30 per cent of the returns will he
nsed i new  development  every  year,
and thus the proportion going to Awmeri.
ean rathvays, smelters amd capitalists is
net as Jarge as it iz sometimes said to
beo  Tadeed it promises to e less this
thap last year, for ste'fers are now bee
i built in the provinee to handle the
ope withent the neeessity of a long rail-
way journey aeross the lines, A smel-
ter is alveady in operation at 1*ilot Bay,
on Wootenay Take, auother at Nelson,
stile another at Tenl City, on the Co-
hunhiz River. and a eontraet has just
b ziven for two more at Ressland.
so that while they are not able to treat
all the «re mined in the proviace, they
wilt be the wemns of bringinge abont 4
Ivwe  expenditare in the provinee of
British Columbia,

Of course, every mine started with a
Bixhi-souading 1itle hag not necessarily
proved a bananza, But there ave suflie
ient imstances of large divideud-payers
0 chow that well established properties
are most profitable investments, IYor
instanee, the War Tagle was hought n
HS present ownerss in INUEL for S2.000,
and in Jaunary, NG, the mine paid its
first dividend of KLLO00,  In fast the
total dividends for the year amounte!
to SZULLaNnd the mine is down to pay
a dividend of SO0 per moenth durng
the preseat yeurn  Nuother property.,
ealled the Te Roi mine, which was
boanght for about the some price. sind ac
the <ame time,  has bheen paying for
same e ast a menthly dividend of
BN R

Tn additieon, there  are fully twenes
mare uiinex i the Nossland distriet, ali
which are iIn a position 1o pay div-
dende, while in the Komenay  district,
which fncludes Rosstand, the wmmber is
estimated at Sty at deast. The est:
mated ontpat of the Slecan Star w8
i opui ar SO0, half of wiesh wili
he the company’™s profits for the year,
The wwners of the Sloenn Star elaim
Wat they bave ope in sizht to the valae
of SO, The “Silver Ring™" he
lowziner fo the Vol Mininz Company.
of Nelwon, «f which Sir Jolin “Trateh i
pavsisdent. has evmphed aud blown in
3 xmelter With & eapavity of 1K tons a
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tday, and the last annual report esti
| mtes that there is sutficient ore bloek
ed owd in sight to keep the smelter go
ing for five years, and the gross ontput
of the smelter should he SO0 per
month, half of which will he clear pro
fit.

The Montreal hydrantic mine on the
OQuesnelle rviver, Caribou distriet, owned
chicly in this city, is now nearing the
completion  of the development  stuge,
During the past two years nearly 2,000
feot of tunnel and shafts have been made
to prove the property, aud of this dis-
tanee over 1000 feet is through gold.
producing  greavel, worth 15 cents per
cubie yard. The balance is of good
riekiess,  This gravel can be washed
and the gold extracted at o cost of 2
eepts per yard,  Phe equipment of this
mine will congist of cizht miles of diteh
and KD feet  of inverted  syphon,
which will supply the mine with 2,000
inchex of water and wash 200000 cubie
yards of gravel each twenty-four hours,
The hydeaulic season extends over six
or seven manths, and, when the mine s
felly cquipped, it is estimated that it
will wash during the scason 256K
culie yards of gravel, at a net profit of
S250MK.

British Colimbia  also possesses the
nnige  distinetion of  containing the
only gquicksilver mne under the British
flaze. It ix situated an Kamloops Lake,
apposite Savonas, a small station on the
Cavadian PTacifie, and the ore is a cin
nabar, or native <ulphide of mercury
With anly two retorts in operation the
results have been smprising. From 2
test Jof of twemty toux of crude cinpa-
hae GO flasks  of guicksilver, weighing
L0500 pounds, were produced, valued at
$2I50, at 2 cost of ownly $300,  This
meteury  was Sl in San Franeiseo:
but in fatore. when the new retorts are
built. the quicksilver will be dispatehed
fo China for the wanufacture of ver.
million.

These are a few of the plums whien
Rritish Columbia has to affer to the
capitalist and investor.  That there are
others yet hidden in her mighty moun-
tains, of equal valuye, can hardly  he
doubted. There is a great futire hofore
the acific provines, aud it looks ag if
Rritish Columbin were destined to be
the Rand  of the Dominion. Al she
needs i greater facilities for the trans-
port of her ores 1o market.  These will
came in due time. and when they da,
her mineral resourees will 1y exploited
as papddly and profitably as those of
Seuth - Arfrien are  to-day.—~Montreal
Trade Review,

COMPARISON OF GRAIN PRICES.
—_—

Mz, Robert Meighen, president of the
TLake of the Woods Milling Company.
having a0 xyear  age, in oan interview
minle some  predictions regarding the
market value of wheat, which were ful-
Iy vealized, that zentleman was to-day
axked if he was prepared to give his
Virws alive more on the <une and Kine
dred subjects. *Net the same as las?
¥eary” was the active business wan's
reply, as T have not fully sized up the
situative. U ean say, however. that On-
tatio has no wheat o export and 1 hes
lieve that the fanuers of iat gmovinee
will rvecvive  higher  priees for white
Winter wheat in the near future than
the present rates.”’

Mr. Meizhien was then asked if (ana-
disn farmers had been far some time
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past reeeiving as high rates for their
wheat as their American brothers, and
the presideat’s reply should be pend by
every farmer and business man in Cane-

“Without going into ancient history,™
said Mr, Meighen, I can positively as-
sert that the Canadian  farmer from
Doecember 1st, 1844, to Decembier 1st,
ISY5, received on an average a consiil.
erably highier price for bis wheat than
the farmors to the south,”

“Paoes this apply to the
minion?”?

It ddoes, although it has heen  al-
leged by professional politicians that af-
ter December, 180, the Manitoba feme
or had practieally disposed of his crop.
In spite, however, of these wild asser-
tions the bulletin issued by the Mani.
toba deprrtment of agriculture, the 25th
of November, IS804, claimed  that  the
farmers of that provinee held at  that
date SAGLT179 bushels of wheat,  Now
I am quite aware that this euantity
wis not forwatded to Fort William, hat
the bulk of it wasx purchased by On-
tavio and Manitoha millers and shipped
out in a mannfactured state, viz., tour.
the farmers havige received o very sub
stantind advance over the price paid at
that time to Ameriean farmers for theiy
wheat.”

“Can you give figures?”

“From about the 20th of May to the
Tst of July. T893, the Ontario farmoers
deliverel to the Ontarin  millers  and
delers TH00000 bushels of wheat, for
which they received from e to 81, o
over 15e. a bushel in advance of the fig
ure then being puid o the American
farmoers.”

“Then you helieve that 2
policy hendfits the farmoer?”

“Most axsuredly,  T.ook at this ine
formation canfained in the Bureau of
industries for the provinece of Ontavio,
Phe total oat crop for 1895 reaches S4.-
GHT.000 hushels Well, to-day oats ape
*ellingg in Chieago for 16We., in New
York at 224e, while the price in the
eity of Mantreal is 20 cents.  Now it
sloes not require much s<kill in mathe-
aatics to arrive at the conclusion thut
the Canadian farmer  is receiving O
cents per hushel more for his oals than
he would if American oats could be jm-
ported free of duty.  Tu other words.
the Omtarin oat ecrop of 83,000,000 hysh.
vls is worth 1o the producer $3.000.000
mure than if he had free trade with the
Americans, who produee the same av
tiele"~Correspandence of the Toronto
Warld
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Mon who have suceeeded alwavs de-
sive 1o see the men they cmploy make
sHeCesses,
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Japan is rveportied to he mamnfactur
inz eiznrettes of the best gquality and
<cllinz them at anc cent per hunased.
What a honanza far the street samins
“wl velvet-choeked dudes?

—

Oue of the most wonderful  mineeul
diseoveries which has marked the pres-
ent century s that of a sandstone dis-
covered in Lawrence eounty. Penngyl-
vanit, whick is sail to harn with greas
hritliaucey. V

The New York Journal of Commeree
states that the fire loss of the United
Statee and Canada for the year 1805,
as compiled from the daily  reeords,
amented to $IVDSNTOO,  The total
for IR05 was abant $L60.000 sreater
than the 1801 losy, at was merely $28.-
NN less than the TR fignres,



