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voice cf science lins laid it down unconditional>' that ail the youtîg, and al
wbo arc in perfect licaltb, do not nced thora, and are botter 'vithout theim.
Many of the Iiigbest scicatific authorities tell us further that even their
moderato use is the cause of iiy painful disorders and thousands cf
premature dcatbs. In the middle classes, the use cf two wvines-clamet and
slerry-iq iîcarly tiniversal; and even in tlie last fewv days thc rival vendors
cf thesc wines have been telling the world tiîat cach cf these 'vines censists
cf stmange concoctions wvbich are tic cause cf gout and aIl sorts cf gastric
clisorders. leurthcr, we know, by the universal experience cf the woend, that
%w'herevcr drinking is nationally comnxon, drunkenness becomes nationally
ruinous. And for thîs reason, alcohot-is one ef a number cf lethal drugs
whichi have the fatal prcperty cf creating for tbernseivcs a crave 'vbicli in
multitudes lîccomies an appetite ; an appetite %vhich strengtbiens into a vice ,
a vice whichi ends in disease; a dîscase wbicb constitutes a crushing and

draig slavery. To myriads cf buman beings it creates a ncedless, an
aertîicil!1, mi physical temptation, wbicb first draws, then drags, thon drives
as with a scourge cf lire.

IlIn thuir hclpless miscry blind.
A deeper prison and a heavier chain tbey find,
And stroziger tyrants.-

Aristotie said cf Ituman nature, generally, that IlWe are prone rather te
excess than te mioderation;" but this natural propensity, this fatal bias, this
original sin, is infinitcly strcngtbencd wben it womks, net only as a moral
impulse, but as a physical law. No drunkard, since time began, ever meant
to be a drunknrd. To be a drunkard means nothing less tban awful ship-
wrcck of life and body; the curse cf life ; tbe agon>' cf conscience; the
oblitemation of niobleness and hope. WVby, then, arc there Ôoo,ooo
drunkards in England ? WVhy is it that througb drink wc bave seen Ilthe
stars cf beaven faîl and the cedars cf Lebanon laid low ?" TIhe flood 'vas
scarcel>' dried bMfoe Noah, discoveming drink, introduccd into bis owvn
farnil>', and aînong mankind, a curse and an infamy :

IlWhich since bath ovcrwhelmed and drowned
lear greater numnbers on dry gmound
Of wvretcbed mankind. one by one.
Than c'er before the flood had donc."

Thcy %bo 'vili make a young tiger tbeir playtbing must net be sýurpriscd if
there bc somne to w~hom, it 'ill show, at last, a wild trick cf its ancestors.
In ever> nation wvbere there is froe temptation te drink there will be man>'
drmnkamds, and for this reason, that drink ihduces a taste 'vbicb is neitber
hunger, nom thirst, nor pleasume, nor reasonable %vant, but a morbid impulse,
an indefinable desire, and

.Like the insane root.
It takes the reason prisoner."

3. Then, next, what dees the prevalance cf drunkenriess involve ? It
nic'ans tuat to tbousanr life becomes a long disease. Solomon told us
that, truth 3,000 years ago. IlYIe bVoath woe ? %who bath sorrowv? 'vue bath
contentions? wlîo bath babbling? whe biath wounds ivithout cause? 'vbe
hath redness cf eyca? Thcy tîtat tarry long at thc 'vine; tbey tbat go te
seek inîxed 'vinc. At thc iast it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an
addcr." Deliriumi tremiens-that inconceivably tvful and agonising illness
-is but one cf Ged's executioners upon cxcess. The fact that a nation is
addicted te drink and drunkcnncss menas that the health cf myriads %viii be
xruincd; it mens that myriads cf cbildrcn, 'vitb diseased bodies, fatueus
minds, and depraved impulses, 'viii be, in the awful language cf ani old
preacher, Ilnet born into the woend, but damned into the woend," as idiots,
or cripple, or predestincd drunkards ; a curse te nations, a cunse te tbeir
neighborg andl te tlîemsclve-s, a curse te the vcî ideal cf bumanit' 'vbich
tbcy drag down and degrade, peiscning its ver>' life-biood, and baming iv,
pmogress te the goal cf botter days. Oh! nations ina>' enje>' thein everies ,
b ut the river cf enicoyment flows into a sea cf misery, and disease is cniy
indulgence taken nt a Iater stage.

4. Nom is it only the bodies cf mien that suifer ; it is -tleir seuls. Po'vcr-
less for bis delivcmtmcc, the conscience cf the drunka-d. is net povemless for
bis torture. Robert Blurns, Charles Lamb, an(. Hartley Coleridge have
uttcrcd the cm>' cf nien wbo havc- thus been swcept ever the cataînct. The
Spaians, %vlien tbcy wishcd te tuma their cbîldrcn from the shame cf inteni-
pera nc, sboecd thcmn the physical degradatien of drunken Helots ; but
the phtsica. results.arc nothing ce the moral devastation, the abject servi-
tude, tite spirituanl citastrophe ,i the man whoe bias given himself over te the
boýndige cf drink. Wlicn he mecovers from the clegmadation cf the animal,
ià is te fCei the anguish cf a lest seul. That is the reason wvhy, year by
yenr, drink net only cro'vds thc wîorkousc with plaupens, and the gaol %vitb
felons, and the aisylumn ivith lunatics, and the hospital 'vith disease, but also
swchls more than any other catuse-swclls iveck b>' weck and ycam by yea-
the list cf tliese 'vue, thmougbi the awful ga:te cf suicide, rush, 'vitb rude
insultinto the presencecf their God. "The mensure cficohol consuimed
in a district," said' Baron Dowsc, Il is the mensure cf the degradation.'
WVhcnevcm the drink tide ises bighest, there, tee, is the high-watcr mnark cf
suicide, miortasit>', and crime. WVhercwithal a man or a nation sinnctb, b>'
thc saine shahl he be punishîcd.

5. Nor is this ail. The cunse docs flot stay ivith hînt wbo causcd it. It
sîîmcads in concentrie circles cf min. The dru nkard alîncst invariably drags
down bis %vife and family into thc lurid wbilpool cf his own retribution.
Go te sorte public-bouse on Saturday night, bctveen ten and t'vçclvc, whcn

the miserable %vorking man is pouring into the tili of tbe publican and the
pursc of thc gin distiller, the niuney wbkbl should -lutlîe and feed bis wife
and little ones; sc, %whcn the gin palaces in our Inost patiperised districts
ire cleared at night, a scene wilîi, for vilencss c-annot bc paralleled in any
region of the world. Then follow tbe drunken man or drunkcn woinan
inte the lair whichi thcy call their honte. Honte? it is a1 Ditanibell of
brutality and squalor, of whichi tbc vcry air rccks wvitli abomination : I In
former times the wife %vas usuilly the victimi cf bier hutsband's brutisbiness,
now she becomes in innunierable cases the partncr in bis sin. In citber
case, bc she victini or associate, no crenture on cartil se demands our p)ity."
%Vhilc threats and blews rcsound in that curse laden air, thc cbildren -the
ragged, miscrable, half-starvcd, dcgraded children -the children wbe wvill
groiv up hiereafter te recruit the ranks of the fclon and tbe harlot, htiddle
together in mute terrer. "'I'ley do flot cry ; sudi children seldom, do sbed
tears. Nature could neyer furnish a loutndation te mieet suchi dernands.'
Ofton tbey make their escape inte cellar or chinnc, or bide thenmselves
under the rotting beap of rags or straw, and do flot venture te creep) out,
half-suffocated, tili the drink-maddened fiend wboin tbey call Ilfather "is
away, or tili bie has slept off for a time the vitriol madness. And in most
of our large towvns there arc wbole streets, and aUceys, and districts of sucb
drunkards' homes-infamous streets *whicb bide hundreds of blighted
families, the disgrace of our civilization and the disgrace of ourChristianity ;
tbe on>' tbings %vhich flourisb there arc tbe public-boutses, whicb, confront-
ing the minimum cf virtue witli the maximum of temptation, drain fromn
the wretchcd neigbborbood its last life, and, like the fungus on the decaying
troe, feed on the ruin %which is tbJir brion. WVc bave beard mucb in these
fewv days of I Horrible London," and of the bitter cry of its abject. WVhat
niakes these slums se horrible ? 1 answer, with tbe certainty and the con-
fidence cf one who knows, Drink!1 And wbat is the reînedy ? I tell you
that ever>' reniedy yeu attempt will be a miscrable failure; I tell the nation,
with the conviction foundcd on experience, that tbcre wvill be no rcmcedy
tii! you save these cutcasts front the tcinptatiens of drink. Lcave the drink,
and you might buaild palaces for thcm in vain. Leave the drink, and before
a year was ever your palaces would stili rock ivith dirt and squalor, with
infamny and crime. 0f tbe trade in gencrai which ministers to tbis tempta-
tien 1 mvil! say nothing ; but at least in such vile streets as tbesc, whence,
day and nigbt, this bitter cry of abject cities rin;ib in the cars cf the Lord
God of Sabbaotb, I sbould bave tbought that any man wbo believes in
Ged, that any mian wbo calîs hiraseîf aî Christian, would have been, net
asbamed cniy, but afraid te swell tbose geysers of curbc and min. In such
districts, at an>' rate, 1 L-now~ flt how tbey q-an bu blind te the evils whicli
spring fromn wbat they seli, or how tiîey can fait te bear tbe stern 'vords
ringing in tbeir cars-

IFyc. sirrah.
The evil that thou causcîh te bc denc,
That is thy means te livc7-

They who %viii flot sec tbis must bc lcft te their own conscience, in that
heur wbcn sbce spcaks, and ive cani bc deif ne longer to bier voice;- but I
ask ever>' nan concerned in such evils, ivbicb is best ?-%wbich 'vii tbey
tbink best whcn, a few ycars bence, they face the hutir of deatb and the
day cf judgmcnt, te, forego sucb tainted gains, or tu go un contributing -
te the wholesaie. manufacture of infaine> that knowb ne innocence; cf
youth witheut modesty or shanie; c f m.îturity that is mature in netbing but
guit and sufféring, c f blasted old age wlîicb is a scaindai on tbe name we
bear?

6. But thc temptcd, the victiras cf drink -I ask you, do these men,
these woemen, do these cbiidren, do thlese: wretcbed districts, or de tbey
net deserve our pity, and dcmand our efforts at rcforn? Is it, or is it not
-sumely the question is plain and pressing -our dut), te content uurselve.s
with clever epigrams and plausiblu booîîbîsms, and tu bu iiifinitely tender tu
vested interests in tbe causes cf hunit ruin , or with -,tern effort and in-
flexible perseverance, te reduce ani cvii se colossal, te rcdecm inen, our
brothers, front a miser> se decp as this?

7. Yet evcn now I bave net corme te, tbe werst, or anytbing like the
wemst. Fer the abuse cf drink, besides being, by unanimeus testinmeîxy, a
main cause cf pauiperisin, disease, and miadness, i.% alsu, by irresistible evi-
dence, tbe main cause cf crime -the ail but cencluive cause of crimes cf
violence. I inigbit quote the empbatic, tbe oft-reavted, tbe uncompre-
mising cestiniony cf almost cvcry judge upoçn the bcnch. Thcy have donc
their best te, interpose betveen us and or degmadation tbe purity cf their
emmine. Tbey have said, for instance, tbat Saturday "pay-day " means
'drn- and crime-day," and that many a insa Ilenters the door of a
public-hou-,c respectable and respected, and leaves it a félon." On une
occasion several instances at Liverpool camec bcfome Mr. justice M4ellor,
cf a savager>' se, loatbsomc, cf a callosity se bestial, cf a1 debumaniztation
se unutterable, that hie spoke cf dri-nk-vhicb, in this country, is the sole
cause of such ahnormal wickecdness-*n terni: whicb migbt, une would bave
thought, aroube any country, bowever sunken. But I will çonfine nîyself tu
.lie rcmarks made by one judge in one cathedm-al city -by Mr. justice
Hawkins-it thc last Mlidsummicr Assiies in Durbam. . Tbcy ma>' bc 'vell
knoivn te you. \'ct I wili repeat theni. It may bc that thc words; spokcn

aso solemnly fromi the bcncbi cf justice, may derive yct furtber cmphasis
whcin Uic>' are solcmnlly mep)cated in the Houscut Gud. IlWhen I comec,"
lie said, Il'te look tbrcugh the calendar, and tbIcn I sec the numbc-z cf
cases which bave been committcd undcr the influence cf drink, 1 cannot


