3 lar clemont
& prosont is tho Sabbath School. Tt was no-
¥ thing loss than horoic in Mr. Howie to ven-
& 4uro such sontiments on such an occasion,
g for ho must have anticipated a sirong un-
& favourable judgment on his production.

i

X
B X3% seiaions, and the sclicitious pastorate
R of.eut zainlsters, to inainunate that chorch
W 2simbers should so neglest their moat

: spvrod and instinctive duties, that other
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Gonteibutovs wnd Gorvespondents,

REV, MB. HOWIE AND BABBATH
SOEO0LS.

DY A SMALL COBDLER.

At & Sabbath School Institute at Parie,
Jast weelr, I noticed that tho Rev. Mr.

E Howic rend & paper which took ground
& agninet Sabbath Schools.  The subsequent
R} eriticism wa:g:ndoumatory of tho eseay.

‘pxpected.  Thoe mos! popn.
the Chrisian Church at

This wase to

2fr. Editor, you cught to solicit the MS.

B {rom its author, and publish the samo in
B your columna.
& quito » number, and perhaps it would bone-
B £t noro.  Mr. Howio is so devoted to the
B cause of our common Master, and so con.
B selentiouswithal, that he must have felt ho
B 1ad a side of the questien worth putting

I kunow it would interest

‘before the mecting—a side which, tliough

B condemned, bas elaims on Christian atten-

ion. I,.for one, have some doubts as tothe

B somized good and bouefit of Sabbath
¥ Schools an at present conctituted and peo-

Epled. If Mr, Howio deplored the fact that
L Sabbath Schools were transforring ¢he in-
pumbent responsibility of Christian parents
‘and léssening home nurture, Iendorss him
Fally, A Sabhath-sohieel entlusiast may
. 8ay, Query, Is this the result? Havo we

® Joss teaohing at home now thanif Christisn
N: pavents kept their children away from the
b ‘gabbath Soliool? On the one hiandX
E' by appesling. to the fathers and miothers
k Ahiomselves, if there be not » tex;dei:éy to
F .relegate their duty in this malter {o tho
- gabbath School teachors, and on the otherI
? maintain that,in cities at least, the chiofest
- apportunity for home nurture is distracted
. by this poputar means of training the young.
. Public services are held moraing and even

reply

4ng. Too universal is the process of late
rising on Lord's Day morhing; too gencr
lly is it felt that little ean be dons bofore

. ghurch except morning worship and gotting

~yesdyto goeut. lnmediately aftor-dint:
-mer the bustle begins anew of getting rendy
ofor sshiool. Ne\ yet any solemn quiet. .for
the natural and successful approsch to tho
-young epirits! Late in afternoon thoy xo-

. tora excited by incident orillustrated paper

o such like. And boyond tho most super-
fioial enquiries, the parents have no timo
10} opportunity for the most momentous
.claims of their lifs. They must sot about
ting roady tlhemselves for evening sor-
gio::?‘gn:. -:'.x’; time they return the Sabbath
,8chclars are beyond tLe eapability of eny
sdirect useful applieation. How, I ask, can
Ahs toilworn man get the ehiancs of bring
:Jag wp his ¢hild in the nuwrlure and admon-
“idonof the Lord, unless Ls consents to
{cansfer hie duty to the BSabbath School
tepcher? Dut perkaps Mi. Howie cited
.adother objection to Sabbath-schoe's from
Al insidential injury they xaay be the oc-

L _ewmlon of inflioting on $he ehildren of Chris-
" .tisn parents,

Many of your esteemed rerders, olevical
atd Tnicnl, Lave fond remembranecs of the

. qulet and solemuity of the Lord's dny ; and

they have Josirs to hand dawn the liko ex-
paricace fo their ehildren. Bui I fear, (T

ofthe surrounding of the exorcises them

{ #ailves, must bate a poraciounr iaflacace Jon

ose whio ofirerwise would lear or sco
saught bat the still, sacred quictude of the
Sabbath., The homeward going from any
Sibbath Sehicvl you may éare fo notice is
sirngely and sadly sotagonisiic to the

. .Babbath views of the best portion of your

repders. You may guoteto me the Shoe-

[ wker of Gloucester over again. Yes,I know.

t I waus is that tho swccessors of that
etlaemod gobbler shon!d da ki very work.

. Mg was avalorous man,  ‘We bave plenty

a3 with the same spirit. He gathered

E adund lim the pour, asglested Arale, who
Bl no othor mcaus of roligious training.
B, Ayt it is ap incult to the memberskip of our

sigrches; fo the watahfal fdelily of our

Qliristian mvn  aud women—mombers or
: wep members, muststep in fo teach mc_l
tmia tlie young instead of the parents

" thamsalven,

¥heso are 0ld fogy nolions My. Rditor
Saré akin'to the Tory seutiments of Mr.
Howie.than the pravailingand most praise-
worthy selivities of these Babbath:- School

| dagrsi bt don't you think they ave somi
Mot worth soialdeclng !

A SABBATH IN BROOKLYN.

BEECHER AND TALMAGE.

“Take the Falton Ferry from Now ¥ark,
and when you land in Brooklgn follow the
crowd, and you will bo suzeto find yourself
at Beecher's Chureh.”

So I found my way to tho Plymouth
Church on tho 1st of March., Everybudy
knows all aboui that bright and cheery
room—with the platform standing out eo
far into the audience, which swopt like n
tide Leforo it and arcund it—with tho beau.
tiful vases and flowers which adorn the
platform and givo a happy, licme-like
aspeos to tho place; and with tho shght
reading desk which serves to hold the books
and not Inde the man., How siunplo the
invocatory prayer§ How grand the aing.
ing! Insomochurches tho choir and qrgan
drown tho voico of tho peoplo; hers the
voico of tho people quite drowns the choir,
and olinost drowns the organ. This sing-
g is to other singing what Ningara is to
other waterfalls. It falls upon the ear ac
tho full sunlight falls upon the oyo—it is a
porfect thing, aun inspiration, Everybody
looks happy. They enjoy it so much that
they sing verso aftor verso, until tho stran.
gor wonders whother their hymus have any
end. It was Sacrament Sabbath, aud a
number of new members werc formally ad-
nmutted, into tho Church by profession, and
with o brotherly grooting manifested by all
tho mombers of the Church rising to their
fost swhile Mz Beochor pronounced’ the
words of welcome,

Then, after o prayor, marked by a strong
grasp of God, and a strong sympathy with.
man, aboué ten minutes wero spent in read-
ing notices and making commonts on thom.
In announeing & mass meeting to-bo held
in Dr. Cayler's Church, in connection with
the Women'’s Temporauce Movement, Mr.
Buechor exprossed his sympathy with the
extraordinary crusade, and s hope of its,.
at lenst, partinl s3cess.  There is no other
crime, said Lo, like that which makes
onminals, This temperanco battle can't oo
&> fought in one generation that 1t will not
need to be fought again in the noxt. Dut
each genoration should fight the pest.
Evory man that has a hoort should crticise

‘the faults of this movoment with great
lenioncy, and should rejoico 1n its succes
with great joy.

The text war Matt. vi. 80,—and the ser.
nion on tho doctrine of Particalar Provi-
denco. Mr. Beeclier, contrary to his usual
method, made considerable use of his
manuseript.

Thero is special neod, Le thinks, of reitox-
ating the good old Jdvctrue now, when
scienco, mmporfect, is ratherinclined to dis-
card & truth which science, when porfect,
will only illustrate and cunfirm. Tako this
doctrine away and you pnil tho atnng out

of the nc~klsce, and the heads all sealter. |

Analyse your objectious to this ductrine and
you will ind 1t resolved into anm objcction
to revelation itsolf.

Why should mon desirs to rid themselves
of so wenign & doctrina as that taught in
the text?  Ho cculd understand how Lap-
ianders mght want to kick winter out of
Laglaud, bat not summer ; he could under-
stand how 1aea might wish (o banish some
doetrines, but ot this doctrine—which is
the very sunshine of tho world, Shall we

remit tho worll to the old ducttino of fate,

overrales and can help Lhim. Tlca, a8 itis
not desuable to climinate this truth, are
there nuy solid 1ensons to do it. He Lere
grappled masterfully with the idca of the
constancy of causation in natural laws, to
the exclusion of diviue interference or guid-
ango., Take tho human raee suddenly out
of the world and natural laws would still
remain; but all that mekes tno world of
any value would have perished , the world
would Le & wildotness. Natu:al laws
without man are mers barbaule, fratless,
raw forco; with mau to gu.de them, to celo-
brate them, thoy are beautlully fruitfal,
and bnng furth cavilzation, Man can ase
ong natural law to mect and resist another;
man can thus control aund vary the outcome
of uatural law. Andis God weaker than
man ? Nay! o so cantrols aad divects
naturad laws that * all things work togethier
for good to them thatlove Kim.” Man has,
snpde the oluments Lis servants, ** Bat God
nover meddles with the working of natiral
lawa.” Don't He? Woll, then, Ho ain't
balf so meddlesome as I'am1  God lins not
‘set the machine goiug, and then Jeft it
blindly to grind out eoffcets. And we ate.
‘not bage, hanging and catcliing the meal.
while the wiil griude on and on—forever,

God works by means. e sohichos men,.

oand throygh them johtrols thanatural lawy. .
There may bé exoeptional cassh but gener
. 1

ally the voice of Qud'sprovidenceis - wo ! '
work! workl God don't whisper to the
clonds, “Cluud's go down and water
Beechier's farm ;” bat he zngs to Beechor,
“Subsoil your furm.” By one way snd
snother the groat thought~puwoer of tho
world governs and controls all things,
Take comfort from the fact ; but don't fold
your hands and axpeet God to drop down
sugar plumas to you, use the means and
trust your Father, A young inan is onhis
way to get raarried, & brick falls and kills
him, Youeay, *that’s n mystcrious provi-
dence.” But another young man on his way
tu get married, passasdows the same stroet,
and o brick don't fall and killhim., Wasn't
that also o specinl providenco? Thoro is’
providenca in everything, not simply * the
dromatic ineflents — don't make sxelamation
poiuts the wholo of literature! Thero is
somothing besides sin, and sun, and tides ;
thore's n brain somowhora. Heathenism
know that, Christiapity knows thero is a
heart too, Be of good cheer, whon Jesus
tells you to go down out of the ship and
walk upon the wave. And now inay He
that suffers no more Liess you—Ho that
weops no more, comfort you—He that. for.
eave the harlot, forgive you.

After the gormon folluwed & beautifully
simplo sacramental sorvice, participated in
by about 1,500 peoplo.

In tho ovening I mingled in the crowd of
6,000 thot filled Talmago’s marnificons
Tabernacle. It is of & somi-cirenlar shape,
and cvery sent commands a jun view of
tho platform and speaker. .ts.nccoustio
properties aro excellont. The. building is
atiractite in appoarance, pad is superbly
illuminated by Intgo pyramidal chandeliers,
which aro all .af onco lit up by « flash of
electricity.. The organ is uniqus in its
combinativn of sounds. Now it thunders
and thon it is subdued as a child, and then
“thero comaes o sudden irumpot blast, nnd
then again you ‘hear fifo and.dram, and
anon the sound of cymbals and sweot liquid
bells, Theve is no choir, At tho hour of
servico tho precentor stops on the platform,
waves his arms, and up riso the multitude,
and from people and from organ peals forth,
* Praiso God from whom all blessingsflow,"”
Talmage's idoa seoms to be to got & crowd
by aliiost any.meavs, and then in his .own
queer but earmest way to talk to them of
Jesus In that strange, gruff, drawling
monotone, and with thoso wild awkward
gestures of his, ho preached a chavacteristic
sernon on the ‘““joy in licnven over one
sinnor that repentoth.” Thoro was no smil-
ing thero; it was too carnest for that. All
his grapluo power of illustration and of ex-
hortation was bont to the oneend of .per

i ber aruse in their seats to solicit an nteress

{ { benefit, affording neoded opportumity for
xofer aguin to city sehools; tae wece acci- | bare and cold, as bunes without any Lesh | (e oxlubition of mportant rehgious prin-

dent of gomg ta 20d coming from school,  on them ? Nay, man needs the doctrine of ciples and the dissominntion of desidernted
-the nolsy, sreverent, boistrousnessof much | o particalae providenco-of & God that religious intelligence. For prowiding this
j you deserve better at tho Lands of the

sunding men then and thero to como to
Clrist.  Then followed a briof prager-moot.
ing of about 2,500 prople, nud a large num.

in the prayer.

That morning Talmage iind received 800
new members into his church. With all
s oddities, ho is doing a grand practical’
soul-saving work, dragging men from the
gutters and bringing them to Jesus. 'Tal.
mago i no fraud or mere buflcon, F.H, W.

[Wo shall Le glad to loar from our cor.
respondent again, Ebp. B, A. P.]

BREMAREKS ON CORRESPONDZNOE.

Mr. Epiros,—Your paper is a public

Charch and tho cotnmunity then you Lave
yet receaved from erther. Not tho least of
the mauy rccommendations of the I3, A,
Prrspyenian is tho freedom of discussiun
alluwed 1 1 colawmps.  Of tlis your cor-
respondents (and of sach you havo no lack)
take amplo advantage. But somo of them

aboso tho iiberty yon so generously
gront. Tho  conuributions of nos a
fev oro  realiy good and are

read, no doubt, with interest snd profit.
Others are heavy and of uaconsclonable
laugth. Woald it not Lo worth your while
to r itarato 10 their eass, in oditoriat thun-
der, “Gontloaen, Drovity ! Brevity 11!

rovity 11! Don't suffocaté and virtually,
entomb your seatiments, facts, aud argu..
ments, by swaddling them, mummy-like, in
a0 many folds of verbinge.”

There- are at least two: of your recont
correspondonis  whose  productions are
“ehargeable with charnctoristics moro repra-
hensible then-length and ponderosity ; thay
aro wanting in duo regard for Divine dicia,
as woll s for the {enpovs! and spiritus.
-woal of their felloss, T refer to the lotter
of * Canadensis,” and to that of * Blhilos."
The Tormer is & Jabonved and spesious.
apology for doubt and unbelicf, atil wonld
liava botter suited the pages of the Wart

PrespyTaBIAN,  Tho lattur i8 o nusaathyo-
phio attempt to cool the zeal, and peralyse
the offarts of those who are seoking to rid
the Church and tho community of tho most
destructive demon known to modorn tunes,
viz,y Intemperance. Tho letter of #Plutos,”
if sont anywhero, should bo sons to some
Journal that ndvocates the inhaman Liquor
Traflic—there 1t would have been at home
and appreciated. But it is sadly out of
place in your Christian and humanitanan
periodical. It is pitaablo to hoar advanced,
as this tuno of day, tho stupid and stalo
argumeat, viz., that thoe efforts to arrest and
remove & positive and orying ovil should be
at onco gontlo and apologetical, becauso,
perchenco, they may inerease the ovil!
Pharavh made th buardens of tho Hclrewa
licavior bocause their doliverance was de-
manded by Mosos, Novertholess, ho porso-
verod in and preseed his démand with the
Lord's authority, end by tho Lord’s dele

gated power, ho scourged Egypt with plagne
aftor plagne, till tho enslaved went forth
freo. And who does not romember that
the nbottors of bondage in the British
Colonies, and in tho Southern States of
America, dunncd the ears of the enorgetic
friends of f{rcedom with tho statomont,
“Your zesl and efforts aro unwise, yea,
eruel! They frustvate your objest, and
diroctly tond to sugment what youdeem an
avil, and rivet moro firmfly the chains of
sorvitude.” But Christian aud philan.
thropic mon hold on in their | enevolant
demands and efforts till the ourse of slavory
was awept {from the wido domains, covered
by the flags of Britain and America, In
liko wnanner, Yot the friends of sobricty and
of individual and. social safety, put forth
the mosf vigorous and persovering efforis,
.undotorred and undiscournged by the bab-
blement of interested parties and the illo-
gical drivel of muwkish minds, 4ill this so-
called Chxistian country is rid.of the erim.
inality and disgraco of legalizing and
patronizing & {rafic that is only evil, and
that continually,

Tho lottor of *Canadensis"” on * Dr,
Coird and his critics” iz & manifest and
daring atlompt at being wise beyond that
which is written. While characterised by
considerable ability, it contains reckless
statements, and- examples of false reason.
Ing, or conclusions without any reasoning
or authority whatover. Itisfitted to Jpain
the enlightenoed and pious, and to do scri.
ous damago to thoso who may be groping
their way in tho cloud-land of doudt, The
effect of his statoments, if accopted, and of
his rcasoning, if relicd om, is to lead the
reader to concludo that those who doubt
ave safo. In faol **Canadensia” cndeavours
to give doubl a place among the virtues,
and to invest i with exculpatory, if not
with a degree of saving, power. Now all
thia is alike lame and lamentable, being in
direct conflict with the teaching of God's
Word, Ho talks only of * honest doubt,”
and strives to prove it guiltless. Why, all
doubt is uf necessity honest, thongh doubt
moy.bo avowed by thoso who focl it not, in
which case thero s deceit, but not doubt.
The degree of guilt attaching to doudt de-
‘ponds ou circumstances, but to talk of Jion-
esty divesting it of calpability 1s simply non.
sonse, And what should bo said of tho
argument, that because an honest doubter
may exhibib in his life-conduct a purer
morality than a hypoeritical profossor of
Christianity, that thorefore the “lLonest
doubter " is sinless and safe® And it may
well bo asked, Las that nan thoughifally,
and to advantage, read his Bible who tolls
us “*Wo must indead believo this process o
the now birth may lave taken place in
many who have aever heard of Clrstinn.
ity 2" Whero have we warrnaty for such
a bolief? Not in that Book whorein ars
rovealed “the things that Lelong to ms.”
Tho present writer is na stranger to the
benovolont wish thnt it woro as * Canaden
sis” affirma; but Le cannot find a * thus
saith tho Lord " to givo thé slightest foot.
Liold to faitli, or even to hope in regard to
this awfully solainn matter. And lio ean.
not read the Saviow's parting command,
“preach tho Gospel tc overy creature,
otherwise thau plainly implying that wath.
out the Gospel men canuot be saved,

Our duty to the ignorant and doubting is
patent and prossing, but to predicate the

safotyof either is moal unwarranted aud
rockless.

A Reanen.

Ontario, 27t Yob., 1874,

An interosting socinl meeting, undor the
auspices of the Young People's Atsacistion
of the Presbytorinn Churcli, Bothwell, was
held in the New Hall, ob Wedtewday
evoning of lust week. The Mayor, G. Reid,
Esq;, discbargod tho dutieawt the chalr vith
marked. aVfity.  Reading, recitalions,

K ol Rivigw than 'tlis oolamunia. of ‘the

‘Spechi and sniaié ande ip & Yaried and
‘instruttive pregrasamay,

Teototalism and the Church.

Edtor BRITISI AMERICAN PRESUYTERIAN,

Dear Sm,~I have rend Mr. Fraser's
lotter and your vemarks cn i In your fsano
of tho 20th, and would say that Mr, Fraser
cannot guard tho eansa of temporance morp
sacredly than I do myself, but as Doctors
differ in roforenco to the cure of othor dis-
cagos, 70 thero is a differencoe of opinion
sbout the best oure for intemperance. I
may ndd that T do not think your paper
will evor Lo injured by the discussion of
dispufod qestions, except whon personsli-
{ics are indulged in ; and theso should be ex-

cluded. In roforonce to Bluonosa's Inch
opistle I wounld 1omark that while it may
please lnm and amuse mo, it's tone or mat-
ter 18 nus Lkely to proficesther your readers
or your paper. Brlaam was roproved on o
wmomorablo oceasion, but tho courteous lan-
guage of the roprovor is & model that Blue-
noso wouid do woll to copy, if Lo dosres
xmjv good rosult, oven from inerilcd roproof,
I do find some oxcuso for him in tho fact
that his is ovidently short of ndjectives,
and has to repeat lhis vory words.
As o prophel I fear that Bluenoso
is not ** & succoas," at loast his ignorance of
tho presont would not warrant us to frust
his knowledgo of the ‘futuro much. Per-
hapa *the wish is fathor of the thought!”
If 1t would sorve any good purposs I might
rofor Bluonuso to tho experience of those
who havo {ried the Maine Liquor Law, but
as experionce goes for nothing with him ;i
would only bo **wasting pearls” in his case,
whilo I have no doubt the bulk of your in«
tolligent readers have made up their mind
on the question ore this. In conclusion, I
would eay, that unless the stylo in which
Bluenose writos mn future is very different
from lus Inst lotter, X will not waste your
spaco nor my timo time roplying.
Vory truly youts,
Parves,

e
A Friend {o Union on the “Headship.”

Editor BRITISI AMRRIOAX PARGRYZERIAN,

Dear Siz,—I have latoly noticedin your
neoful periodical several articles regarding
tho “Hoadship of Ohrist.” Porhaps you
will kindly allow mo, 2 “Lay Elder" of the
Canada Prosbyterian Chureh,briefly o give
my views on that subject. The Headship
of -Christ means more correctly nothing
moro than the old question of Church and
State. I presume that in the question of
roligioussupremacy all Protostant Churches
racognizo our Lord as the only Head of
His Church. In Scotlnnd, as you sre well
awaro, there is an Established Church,
which means a closs connoction between
Church and State, Tho Ohurch claims
supromucy in mattors ccclosiastical, and
the State in things tomporal ; and, bosid es,
thore is patronago exercised by and vested
in many individuals as woll as the Crown,
Well, Sir, in 1848 the Church was rent in
two, becanso the State interforod with a
high hand 1n “matters ecclssiastical” and
the majority subuuited and thereby aban-
doned tho *“Hendship of Christ” to the au-
thority of the State. The Froe Charch
was thon formed, aud whon the guestion.
came up in Canada & majority voted to
continue the connection with tho Establish-
ed Church of Scotland, theroby sanctioning
tlieir doings, and tho minority formed the
“Presbyterian Church of Canada.” In 1861,
the Union of.the *Presbyterian Church of
Canada” witk the *“Umted Presbyterian
Church” formed the Canada Prosbytorian
Churcl” I may safely say that since
1844 the body in conncction with the
Church of Scotland in Canadn, Luve asted
a3 an independent Church, the Chureh of
Seotland doing nothing to iaterfere with
them as a Ohurch. _Well, Sir, aa you are
well awaro, neither tho governmont of the
Donunion, or of any of the Provinces, excr-
aisud any authority over aby choreh what-
ever, aud have not the sliglitest connection
with auy Church,-so that I caunot seo how
thio Headsbip of Chriet 1s ever likely to be
enlled In qoestion, I feel satisfied that no
lawyor of any respectability would like io
meddle with Chureh matters, or jnterfere
in any way with the doings of Church
courts in Cenada.  Of courto if people sreo
g0 foolish as to quarrel abont property, and
go, for instance, to the Court of Chancery
for rodress, thoy must, just like other oiti-
zenr, submit to the law of the land. I must
sy I liko the *“Act of Indepondence” of the
Connection Church, aad af they st:l adhere
to 1t as they bave done, as faras I kuow,
all alung, Ithink anything stronger can
hardly bo askod for. ~With rogard to the
Headship in the religious sense, I am sure
any honest man wiho signe the Confossion
ol Foath 1m sumplicity and siwcerity, can do
ne 1o0re to Lsiify his logal allegiance to
our Saviour; and to eall in question the
zincerity of our brothren in tlus respect, is
i my view quuto uncailed for, sad lacks
the ¢ we spunt of chinrity srhich wo all uced
to exercise, and cspocially at. this timo.
In 1844 or 1845, I am not sure which, it
was solemnly pruposed to the Canadian
Church tosover that counection and so
mako one indeper.dent Canadion Presby-

terinn Church, which; they. declined to
do; but they ara willing to do so wmpie, and
wo should be rejuised at  this change of
viows, and instead of collly turning awsy,
ought joyfully t0 promote & re-unign which
will be for the good of all, and I feel éon-
fident be plensing.to ovr Great Hapd him-
salf, and to a groat majorisy of the saembers
of tho Presbyterian Churclios in Cunads.

I am, Sir, yourk rezpactiully,

A Farun-1o Usiox, |}
Makoh, 1374, - ,



