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CONQEBRING PORTRY.

We recaive all sorts of vorse at this office,
and usually a private note with each oontrl-
bution, conched in tartan semewhat liko this:

¢ Daar 8ir, I send you s poom which I
hops you will think fis for publicasdon, X
would like very muoh if yon would tell me
whether yon think I have any postioal gifte 5
end whelner ¥ wonid ke desirablo for mo
to devote mysaif to tho writing of posms,”

01 oourse life fs too shors %o enmable us to
writo a oritique upon every piece of verss
that ocomes to us; thereforv, wo take an op-
portunity like this of worklng off - ourleng
socumulstlng and highly pent-ap fesling
upon the polat, Now ninety-clght persons
out of every hundred think that poetry
moana the arrangemer$ eof certaln words
into lines, In metrioal form, thelineerhyming
in couplets or otherwise, A post living near
onso! our lakeas brought ens a **book of
poetry” scme timo ago, and bs doscribes
our common country in theya lines:

“Whu:'. ;an:o'!dam.n froese,
! o,
Ars fillsd with Iaolons fab

you may pull out if you wish,»

We now and agaln got » “posm® of
muoh the samo kidney as this; sud Ukewias
a requast $0 arfticlse {t. The bt way of
ocourse would bo to publith suoh sublimity
that peoplo could take alook at &%, The
sams post we bellsve of whom the above
quatzains was born, alto turned hin gifted
pen to an eulogy upon Percy Bymho Shelloy.
Shelloy, as our roaders know, was drowned
while saillng in a small boat in tho Galf of
Spezia; and hils body was burnt upon the
aands whare It had bosn cart by the sea,
Therefors the Canadlian bard to whom we
refer, thus summed up the fats of the Eng-
Hsh post:

“1Glitad, yoaug and fll-fated
Bo early drowned and cremated.”

Wo frequently aro oalled uron to cxprem
eur opinion of ¢ posiry” rexembling these
two lines ; bus we neverdo it, Thenas far
dlstans places we hear them whitper, “ What
Is tho odds, Innowspaper officea they have
1o toate for postry. Bast to try the maga-
zinos,” A very prominsnt marsh post down
in Now Branswick has given & conple of
velumes of verso to the publlo; and his
wiitings are always spoken of aapootry.
The following passage from bhis gifted pen
lngers upon tho writer's smemory. It des-
cribes a hero clearing off with his true love,
Tho waters are those of tho Bay of Fandy :

*Ho oaw the moon A 1n aho skies,
Acd thawind u'x;.’f?m £0 poise,
—sayshoota aq, * we'zo ginking ™

My, Johx Reado, of Montreal, a fow days
8go, bad & paper on haroditary genins In
America; and he quoted the aathor of the
abovalnoe Rean example of Sransmitted
goatas, '
Thoroe Is anvther form of poetio expres.
sloo, the lofty, the amaxiog kind, which
young writars deliver from tho fclnsas of
thelr burning souls, Whon a dertaln prince
was about visiting Irelsud, a sbosmaker
bard dropped bis hall-finished slippar, and
oompesed » conplet. It wae this:

** O priaosly cIspring of Braganzs,
&u‘;‘nﬂlwu with & stanza”

Ancther povi, about tho same time, wan dos

alrous of epoztrophlzing the cctan in a way
“ that the thing' had never been dsns bo-
fors. This was his sturtiog line
¢ O thon revervolr of immorial dstpooes®

Poetry of this sert, wo beg to aay agaln, we
do not oriticlte, or write oplnions upon,
It lanos In our Hue; and wo must askonr
oarrospo. dents,from parte ruxal orotherwise,
to axcuse us,

Thea thore Is & olasy of posts wkho nter
mighty poems walle bezssching the musp to
como and tonch thelr iips with ber lyro.
springs, Ons parson overpowersd with
postioangulsh, with the yearing te sing,
orfed out in thess glorjous and tramendaus

lines:

"

Tiattichos Loplands setndog sboren
But wo cannot pauss to give any more ex-
awmples ; neither shall wo attempt o definf-
tion of postry here; bocause to say what
pootry is wocrld be about os difficnls as to
ny with atrict sclentific aconracy what light
is, Bot light wo can recognlso when wo
seo it; poetry is just ayunomlstakablo.

Ocoe more, it i3 just as presumptuons
for a person who has the barest knowlodge
of English grammar, and who knovws nothing
about the Isws of proa’dy or the mothods of
the mastora of song, to sit down to wrlte
verss, as 1t would be for one who nsver
studled navigation to undertake to steer a
ship acroms the ocean, To TRUTH offics, and
o the offise of every journal, coms scores of
¢ poams,” out of motre and out of tuno,
showing that the writers know nothing
about the art of verss-making, As a rule
where such {lliteracy exists thero is almost
Invariably a poverty of thought; for aman
with & moesago to dgjiver, and with proper
understanding, approaches a bigh arg like
varse-making In his elockinged fest, It 1s

onlylm rush in where togels fear 40 tread. ™

I would perhaps take away the breoth from
thoso who without any. preparation yush into
tho making of verss to hear that it muat take
from five o ten yoars actuhl writlng, befors
yoa can raach a mastary of your style;
thas is booomo master of the bost, the most
direot, tho clearest and most foraible wry
of presenting your thought. We hear a
Iot of ataff absut Sootd writing resonant,
rolling varses whan ten yoara old ; but the
varees hs counld writo as twenty woald not
be worth putticg upon paper. T\s iy all
that we have to sby in this lssue upon the
pottry queation.

EDUCATION IN ONTARIO.

Tho oondition of education in Ontario hes
basn £0 often reforred to In thess columns
thas to makoit the subjest of a lengthy
artcle agaln would almost rood an apology.
Bat we &re ooreiralned do tako the matter
up beoatss we find thas the lssding party
newapapera havogiven much of thelr xpace
of lato to a dlscusxlon of educational topies;
and 3hey have looked upon the guestion
from a party pelnt of vlew, rathor than from
ths grounds of patriotisin. Lot us suppose
that in tho administration of aff.irs the Hex,
QGoorge W. Rasa doss sometimes commis o

bluxder j<-hut doos thas justify » wholesals
v

ccndemnation of his polloy when his acts
aro xearly always right, and his Intentions
always proper 1

The immediate oooaslon of tho recent at-
teoks npon the Hon, Minlster of Elucation
wss tho pablication by the department of
oortaln baocks bearing upon tho genoral
work of the achools, Tho werk upon achoel
architsotureand Hyglone, by she wellknown
and capabls educaticalst Dr, Hodgins, was
singled oun$ asa spsoial objeos of attack,
We feel ashamed to think that anewspaper
w0 able as the XMail is, should allow itsclf to
vink so low as to make an attack upona
work whioh It well knew to be admirably
and of exoseding valuo, for the aake of hav-
ing a blow a$ its political opponents, The
Mail we ropeat, must, if the writer of the
articles referredto badany understanding
at all, have sten how wiss, and timaly,
and practioable wero the suggestions and
plans in that book ; and duppoxing that
he could not ses theso plain facts for himsslf,
if ho had looked Into hiz exchanges, those
frem abroad aa woll as from distant points
inCanads, he would havo seen that the
book was welcomed and approved every-
where ; that in many parts of the United
Statee it was recommended as a chart to the
diractors of achoole by thoughttal and pro-
minent moen; and that copious extraots
from {its pages were reproduced in the 1sad-
fogpress, Onodoes not mind what party
papors of the minor sfripe say ; but a great
powapaper like the Afail ought not to im
paril 1ta reputation for the remote chanoo of
a zmall galn,

Tho entire ¢ taxt-book® question has besn
raised, and nearly all the works ohoson or
prepared under tho minister’s directions have
bsen gasered at ; tho gentiemen who compil.
6d or adaptod them have bsen comparsd
with oertain emineat authors Iz Eogland
whosse works hava been superssded, and a
loud guffaw has gone up ay the result of
such comparlson, This Is extromely unfair;
and we cannot bellove that 1% 12 the resnlt
of ignosance,

Whea the Hon, Qeorge W. Rosa came to
tho Edaoational Dapartment, $hings wero
topsy turvy uwing to the il health of the
ministsr rexponsible for educational manage.
ment. Tho nowapsapars, truvtoos, inspectors,
tenchers, puplls and parents everywhero
over tho oountry wero complaining about
ths lack of unlformity and tho frequent
changlog of text books; in Toronto the
publizhers wore brawling ; and everywhoro
the demoralizing spostacls known as the
s hattlo of the boska” provailsd. Ring
after ring was formed, one in tho Intarcats
of thiz publlsher, and anotherin that; and
under a half promiss from tho Mivister of
Bduaoation, three sets of achool readors wors
mado at great expenso to tho publishors,
Thonaress the quastlon asto which set
should find favor with tho Eduostlonal De.
partment, Itis not noosssary fo recount
all tho ‘writings Innewspapers and in pamph.
lots that was dono te prove. that moh a
sst was thercme of parfcotion, And ghat It
rivals were worthless, 1a this .

| matier *t2¢d whan thy presdnt gentleman

tumed ohargo of the Department of Educa.

tlon, Horolled up hls aleoves promptly and

zo% at work , and it bscamo plaln soon thay

both his heart and hia will ware In the un.

dertaking, As onr readors mast know af.
falrs woroin a state ofthe daarest con-
fualon ;—and hig Brat act was to olear the
ground and so0s exactly how mastors stood :
toasoortain what olaima the publishers had
upon the Govaroment, and how far the De-
partmant could go towards glving jnatice
%o all concorned. Calm, oarcfal, patiens
oconslderation soon showed bhima way out
of tho difficalty; then rling, with
that energy of character for which
bls  carcor har beon cousplanouy,

bo seizsd the text book diffienlty by the
throat, and prompily made an cnd of it.
And in this way he did it : inatead of trat-
ficking with rival publishers, ho annouced
that undor theaupsrvision of his department
ono sot of readers would bo prepared for

the achools ; that henceforth the projoct
ol producing a book for the schools muat
emanats from the Education Dspartment, In
this way wasthe diffi ;uity ended jand instoad
of the ruds and shallow critlclsms to which
the Minlstor has been subjeotod ho has
merited the thanks of every member of the
community,

TVith respest to the many nsw toxt books .
prepared under the direction of Mr, Ros, &.
this much ls to bs eald : that if ho has not
attraoted to him geniuses In the preparation
of soms of theto books, that he has dons the
bost tbat he could with the tools at hia
hands ; and all his exortions have bsen in tha
direotion of making our system of sducation
harmonious, YWe regard that book eithor
published or about belng published, contaln.
ing & history of Canada and of Great Brit-
aln, as {nndequats from the Canadlan atand-
polnt,  What is needod I ahistory of Cana.
dn, oontalning about 250 pages, written in
the lucld, narrativo atyle of tho booke of
Oharlotto Young w! .oh aro so popular in
tho English sohools, Unimport.. ¢ o1anty
and dates, and all that dry, valnoless
mattor whioh always ropols, and is novor
worth knowing, should bodroppsi; and the
hlstory of tho past shonld be prascated tn |
o eorios of opocka connooted by 1light, rmn. ¢
ning, deft Illoks, We trust that the
Minlster may zomo day 200 his way clear to g
procure much a workfor oar schools, Bat ., N
ifor heaven's sako lot nono of tho D.yas ¢ 7’ -
Dasta tonch it. S

Biforo conoluding wo cannet refrafn from:
saylng a word roapeoting a low-bred and im- 188
pertinont artiolo § hioh appearcd zoms HimeaaliEES
sgoin tho MAIL respootiog Mr, Rofityy e
declared tha he at ono time fajlod ta;i: :
anocond-olass csrtifioate, Well, wiy -
did? Ho did not fail Bowavor to il
capable, industrious and.pradee’;
trator of cduoation. Thoro are’, L
anivonity gradustes who might X

and among that number honor g )
found, o do not know whethes
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