HE GOOD NEWS.
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find himself, by professing Christians, sa
often as he is, in such matters, overlooked
and left out altogether? Do not think to
eseape with such conduet, more especially
if, at any former period, you have had any
intellizent and confidential intercourse with
God. God is Joath to part with any of you
to the devil; and it is impossible that he
should ever consent to quit you unless you
should yourselves provoke him to it ; for he
declares of all those of you who have ever
truly known his name, and really believed
in him, that he will visit your transgressions
with the rod and your iniquities with stripes
—that you shall be judged in the world
now, that you may not be judged or con-
demned along with the world hereafter,
and that the misery, distress, and perad-
venture the very death of this backslidden
believer, who could not otherwise have been
reclaimed, is but a picture and a prophecy
of what must be fulfilled in you, if, after
having tasted of the good gift of God and -
the power of the world to come, you turn
thus wilfully away from him to fulfil any
one of all the deceitful lusts, whether of the
tlesh or of the mind. The main ingredient
of Samson’s character had now quite ceased
to be piety, but it still continued to be
patriotism, and a sense of ourtraged and un-
viudicated justice that ever provoked him
to retaliate, proportioning the outlet of it
to the exact amount of injury done him;
and even i his dying moments it gleams
forth like the last, and therefore the very
brightest, flash of an instantly expiring
flame.  « Strengthen me, I pray thee, only
this once, O God.” The murder of Sam-
son’s wife Ly the Philistines was the occasion
of a revival to his soul. On the rock Etam
you find the son of such a mother thinking
on his ways. Grace is not hereditary, yet
all observation proves that mere intellectual

and moral gifts very often are, and seem
oftenest to come by the mother’s side. How
surpassing wonderful must each of these
steps of Providence have appeared to him;



