POOKSTELL:

i would be fo work in consulfadion -with publishers, 1
eallal upon by them to de so, or whenever the ietests
of bookscHeis tequired that we should go 1o them. We
miteht also appaint a committee {o take charge of t
sehosl ook question, and this  committee should- he
vommposed -of -men whose -experience aml practical--knowl
evdpe of the subjeel would- make -their service ol real
value to the association.

Another commttee-couli-he given-charge -of all -mat-
ters relating fo the magazine and subscription business,
amd by watching the interests of booksellers there is no
doubl that imptoved comditions would he obtaincd. ¢
nuezht be pessible, f our association were properly sup-
potted, to plan an “overstock -exchange,” by means of
which school and- -other -hooks unsalable in one  see-
tion of the country, might be -exchanged, with -mutual
pofit, to some ather locality, where they would -he sal
able, This might be done an such a way that no-names
need appear e pubhe.

These few sugg(-sti’uns are offered, as already statod,
metely 1o illustrate the possibilities which are [dnhereny
an 4 well-orgamzed association, but wiich ate not to be
oblamead by the cfforts of separate mdividuals. AL the
preseat Qime all these -matters are allowed to-drilt, -and,
as might-be -expeoted, they usually -drift-in the direction
of-Tessening the -profits-of-the=retail=dealers. .

In addition 1o the -colleetive advantages—-of--organiza-
Aion, there -would=follow -many imdirect:-henetils, -the -value
of which it -‘would -be impossible to -estimate. -Compeli-
tors, by frequent and {riendly  intercourse, would lose
uch -of the distrust which -now scparates them, mutual
appreciation and confidence would e established, :nd.
Awvith ‘these-conditions much-unreasonable amd-unnecessary
pricecuting would -he-climinated.

Bul i our association is to- avcomplish- any #of ‘these
things-it -must receive a-stronger and -Inore-nunerous-sup-
port thau it has yet veceived. The efforis -of your com-
nttee Lo tnerease the  membership -have met with the
mont discouraging mdificrence.

Those -of us -who ate-vager -for the assoctation “tozhe-
came strong and uscful, Tiave had- apr patience tried, uand
ouT faith-has-often -béen put 1o e test. One -or two-of-
vour committee have nuude personal sacrifices of time
and money to a -conssderable extent, *at on ihe whole,
httde or nollang  remaing of the  splendid--enthusiasm
which-chatactenzal the-beginning of our association. Lut
now the tune has come to-change Sfrom Uns attitude-of
ndtfierence to-onc-of vital- interest and-active-determinag-
tion

Accepting, then, the responstbiity which rests upon
us, reahzing that there is strength- i unton wisely -di-
1eeted, et us decide to press forward and to obiam-by
Just and honorable means those- cmds which -we-desire and
which-aic worthy of our hest _efforts.

At Wee-conclusion-of -has-address, M. Tyrrell-appoint-
ed Messrs. Anderson, London ; Hay, St. Thomas, aud
Pallerson, Stratford, a-committee -on rrsn}uﬁogs,

MroJ. G Clu]\l“ of !!amﬂmu. \‘lﬂ\:prgsu!(‘hl; of the
assovtation, nexXt presented  the Teport  of the -executive
Commitee, as Tollows .

Your exetultive-comimittes, immediately: upon-theirap-
potntinent, procoaded: {o-secure the services of a-perman-
cul scctetary {reasure, and selected for that position
W A -Craick, oditor ol The-Bookseller and- Statiwouer, of-
fering Inm a salany based on the number of members in
thic association

Following your mstructions, your vommittee next
toak up uu-’ wark of dtalting a-constylution-aud~hy-laws.

TR AND STATIONER

These were duly preparad, and--have been placed -before
you ab -this -meeting. ’

At a meeting -heklon July 6, it was_decided that we
recommend-the - assoaintion to-pass-a-strong -resolution, 1o

De presented to-the-Outario- Government, -urging them- to

-put in force, as soon- as-possible, thuir -proposal -te- pre-
vent school-book -publishers from--issving morc -than- onc
edition-of- any annotated-téxt-book.

The exceutive further decided to recommend -the as-
sociation to_appoint a_committee to_confer with the pub-
Iishers and {ry to reach some satisfactory arrangement
whereby -many of the-difficulties-now-existing in-the=book
trade might -be removed. This was {¢lt {fo -be -the most

pracfical-way to-cleav-up-the differences.

The net system came up for consideration, and- the
Tesolulions passed by the American Bookscllers® Asso-

ciation-on the net system were gope-over and approved.

Booksellets were recommemded -to--read tlicse -resolutions,

as they appearsd on -page 18 of -the June -number of
Bookiseller and Stationer. The president was -instructed
to prepare an article explaining the advantages of the
aet systen, the same to appear in Bookseller and Sta-
tioner, amd-later to be distributed-in-pamphlet form, for
the cducation of Canadian bookscllers. It was also

recommended- that the  association take up the matter

vigorously ad instruct it spgmg]_‘commlgtec to-try to

--come-to-some arrangement -with the-publishers.

The methods- of: {mblish’ors [in-cleariug-our -remainders
to - department stores-came -in-for some-criticism, and -it
was suggested that rcgular ‘booksellers ‘be-given a~better

opportunity for seeuring stocks-of-remainders.
Mol which is respeetfully submitted.
Mr. Cloké moved: the adoption of thic report, which-

was seconded-by Mr, Anderson, of London, and-carricd.

Be’pori -of: Secretary-Treasurer.
W. A. Craick presenied the report of “the secretary-
treasurer. He-first- outlinel-the-steps-that-had-been-taken-
stuee the -organization- -mecting 1o -increase the member-

£hip, and-then-detailal-the-financial-condition-of -the asse-

ciation, showing-a-balance-on-hand-of-$14:55. Continuing,

the 1cport read-as-follows :

Following -up--the -memorial-on--the school -hook=gues-
tion presented-to- the Minister of Education- by the-book-
sellers’ deputation, your-seeretary prcp.lrul a supplemen-
tary memorial, containing-the arguments’ ‘brought:-forward
-by ‘the various speakers -on the-deputation, which, after
Aaving- been-submittad 1o-These-speakers, -was-laid “before
the Minister aml-duly acknowledged=by -him. *

About the=teginning- ol May, the-attention:of -the-sec-
tetary was-directed-to the fact that the -Dominign-Rail-
way -Commission were Teported 10 e about to take up
the-question- of-express Tales. As severalzmembers: of-the
asseciation had-made-complaints about: the unfairness-ot’
the Tatcs- on books and various-other articles, your sece-
retaryammediately -wrote-1o-the-sccretary-of-the -Railway
Commission, asking for definite information about the
-Aneeting -of=the-commission, and-what-procedare should=be
taken in registering -complaints. To- 1his, Mr. -Cart-
wright replied- thatthe-sitting-ol"the commission-was -in-
-defimite, bul that we would- “be notified. -in.-duc -course.
Since thea-no-Turfhicr inforination-has-come to-hand.

Al he-meeting-of-vour-executive-on-July 5, your-sec-
Telaty was-autwrizad-tozrepresent ‘the-association-at -the
annual=meeting-of-the National- Association.of=Stationers
of-the Umted States, at: St. Paul, on July 15-18. -Gojng
in his_capacity ol-oditor of The:-Hookseller and-Stationer,
and at the cxpense of that paper, ‘he was able to repre-
sent the association without cost 1o-vou. The-results ol

This-observations-in St. Paul may be -briclly set- forth-as

follows-:
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