
BOOKS AND NOTIONS

»#m JOHN rHOMP8ON ON
COPYMIGHT,S IR JOIIN TIMillPSON bas sent to

the Iritish (overnmîent a report on
tit objections ta the Canadian Copy-

right Art of Nlay ,nd, 1889, raised by Eng
lish experts. A few quotations are here
made. A fuller history of the question was
given in the February issue of this journal.

Sir John first p mis oui that Canada, by
the terms of the leine Convention, can
withdraw from its provisions by a year's no.
tice, and thait ibis notice Ias been given. He
antimated that the Ilerne Convention had
in>ured rather than helped Canada, as it had
rit view considerations of society widely dif.
ferent front those prevailing in Canada.

Sir John then goes into the discussion of
English pledges ta the United States. lie
says : "It seens, front the committee's re-
port, ti be considered that Lord Salisbury in
3893 made an agreement witn the United
States which is an obstacle in the way of the
Canadian request for improved copyright
legislation being granted." lie mnaintains
that LIod Salisbury in i89t only explained
the law ta the U. S. Nlinister ai London (Mr.
I.incoln), showing him that an alien could
ohtin copyright in Great lîritain by pub-
ishîini simutaneously in that country. Lord
Salisbury showed hin that lritish law com-
plied with the requirements of the Berne
Convention, and he could not have by a
simple explanation made the Berne Conven-
tion binding on Canada forever, whes the
Convention utself allows a coun'ry to with-
draw on a year s no ice. "The Canadian
Coverninent and larliament ask for no other
condition of affairs. and Lord Salisbury's
staitement to NIr. l.incoln will still be good.
and tht reasonablc requirements of the
'nited States Government willstill be satis-

fled if the Canaidian Act of i890 be ratified.
because American holders of copyright in

;reat lîritain will still bc on the sanie foot-
iig as lritish copyright holders."

Sle goes on ta say : "The copyr iht holder
outside of Canada not only enjoys in Canada
a monopoly which the Copyright Act of
184: gate him, bat can, and dots, sell ta
foreigners that mnonopoly in Canada, and
the foreign puirchaser thus acquires the right,
inder the statute of a842 and the Berne
Convention Act of i84, ro .i'cK Tit, CAN-
AtIAN i.lRE%-ulS IN ORt>OR TIIAT lilS OWN

1iAV PiF KEIr IN OI'ERATION 1O SIUITXL
CAN-1htAN RF.AI'KîS."

Sir John pnnts oui that the Canadian
publbsher does not conplain about being
undersold, but tha tit United States pub.
liier busys the rght for Canada, with the
riglt to publish in his own country, and
tiothing is left to the Canadian publisher ta
buy. The United States publisher bas first
chance, because, ta obiain a copyright in
thait country, the book usit be set up there
That is. Canadian publishers are not on an

equal footing in an open market with their
United States competitors.

Great llritain's generous treatnent of
Canada in this regard is treated in the ably
sarcastic language of which Sir John is
master. Dealing with the experts' sugges-
tion that the import duty on books be re.
moved so as to cheapen them, Sir John
quietly remuarks: " It must be repeated
that it is desired that the Canadian publisher
be permitted ta sell in his own market-a
market which under present conditions is
reserved for the benefit of persons outside of
Canada. The reinoval of the Canadian im-
port duty would undoubtedly be an addi-
tional boon ta the publshers and printers of
the United States, but the undersigned ven-
tures to think that the interests of this class
have been already sufficiently cared for and
do not require additional advantages from
the GCovernment of Canada."

Sir John Thompson's reply was an able
one in every respect, and he answered every
argument, of importance advanced by the
English experts. Moreover, he explained
fully and ably defended the Act of 1889,
which awaits the Governnr-General's pro-
clamation to put it in force. He has won
for hinself the respect of every citizen in
whon surges the deep feelings of patriotism,
and the gratitude of the printers and pub-
lishers of Canada, whose interests he has
so nobly defended.

00 TUHE PEOPL.E DEMAND A
COPYRIONT AOT?

FTER all that bas been written and
spoken on the Copyright Act of 1889,
it seems strange that we should ask:

"IDo the people Demand a Copyright Act ?"
But the question is asked that it may be
answered, and answered with proofs of
every kind.

Who are interested? The authors, the
publishers, the printers and the reading
public.

The reading public in general have taken
little interest in the matter. Thnse who
have studied the marter declare that some
arrangement must be arrived at that would
give Canadians better books at prices more
suitable than are asked for the costly editions
issued in London or New York. Books
published in a country for that country will
be publshed in editions suitable for that
country and that countrys people. The
cheap literature now in this country consists
of bad and good books, with the accent on
the had books.

The authors of Canada have made a pro.
test many times against a continuance of old
laws, They are not protesting now. Why ?
liecause they have gone te London and New
Vork, preferring to live well abroad than
starve ai home. The Copyright Act af 1889
properly enforced. would bring them back
to their native land.

The printers and publishers have dont
everything in their power to have a Cana.

dian Copyright Act put in force. Some of
them have spent hundreds and hundreds of
dollars, days and days of time, houri and
hours of thought-some of them have even
piayed that the scales might be removed
fron the eyes of those who could not sec
what was best in this matter.

The Canadian Press Associatinn in March
declared: "The Executive of the Canadiant
Press As ociation urge the Dominion Gov-
ernnent ta proclaim the Copyright Act as.
sented to by the Governor-General, May
2nd, 1889, believing that such action would
be of immense and immediate benefit to
Canadian printers, publishers and authors."

The Toronto Employing Printers' As-
sociation recently adopted a resolution in.
structing their lresident ta write Sir John
Thompson, thanking bim for his able ser-
vices in this direction, and urging him to
enforce the Canadian Copyright Act of 1889.
A letter was sent, and Sir John Thompson
answered in a manner which leaves no doubt
that he will do his utmost ta have the Act
put in force.

Canadians have been buffeted about long
enough in ibis matter, and it is a surprise
that a democratic people would have tatnely
submitted to such an injustice so long. The
English publisher doesn't think enough of
Canada as a book-buying country to bother
putting out an edition suitable for the purses
of the peuple, but, like the dog in the man-
ger, be doesn't want te Iet any native pub.
lisher have any chance whatever.

MUTILATIED aOOK$.BOOKSELLERS and others wonder
sometimes how books can be pro-
duced so cheaply as to be sold for

25 cents. Let us explain one process. A
local dealer showed us two copies of Chas.
Reade's famous novel, "Cloister and
Hearth," each one printed by different
publbshers. One contained 565 pages Of 45
lines te the page, and the other 264 pages of
36 lines ta the page. That is, the latter
book only contained abcut one-third of the
story.

This is the meanest piece of business that
any man could be found guilty of, and ont
which should be discountenanced. The
publisher who mutilated that book of Chas.
Reade's also mutilated bis other books. His
place of business is Chicago, the firm name
being E. A. Weeks & Co.

What is the remedy for this kind of busi-
ness ? Enforce the Canadian Copyright
Act of 89>o, and let Canadian publishers
publish the books for Canadian read:rs.
Let it remain unenforced, and the process
of trying ta raise intellects on food from
which the best elements have been extracttd
will continue until-the result can beimagined.

If the Canadian Government will stand
firm on ibis question, they will find a united
people behind them, and in this way tbey
need fear no opposition from British pub.
lishers.


