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1 have been called to attend some cases lately, by Men
wlho realized the importance of early operation and the serions-
ness of delay and flic complications liable to arise. Thieir
treatnîcnt hiad been rest in bcd, restricted diet, bowels
evacuatcd ustially xvith oil or divided closes of calomel and
salines, when the stomach wvoLld reta;n any of these, and la-
cally an ice bac, or hot applicationis, of these two I prefer
flic ice bag.

Whien possible a thorough evacuiation of the bowels ini
the begin ning, not only dimiinishes pain but also aids the
peritoneuin and intestinal tract iii disposing of effete and
poisanous matter. This is good routine treatmient in the be-
ginning of any iliness.

Beyond this preliniinary treatmient I cannot sec whiat
medicinie lias to off er, or can do for an inflamcd appendix which
is liable to be convcrted into a pus tube, perforate, becomne
gangrenons or i-esult iii acute septic peritonitis, ail of whichi
mnay occur iii a very few hours.

I may have bte-n unusuially unfortun.ate.- iii meeting more
cases, howevcr, where delay hiad been the rule and the patient
hiad received a full dose of thie expectant treatment, frequently
combincd w'ithi opium.

If the patient rccovcis, nîany of these practitioners flatter
themiselves that they have cured the case.

But what is the condition of the appendix? Is it not ini
a worse pathological state tlîan before the attaclc?

Does this not explaini the cause of the successive attacks
these patients ulivariably h-ave? Each attack, if the patient
is fortunate enough ta -w'rry throughi, increases the morbid
condition and adds ta bis future danger.

Severe pains beingy one of the pronouinced symiptoms of
this disease, opiumii in som-e formn is given by mauy, which
soathes the poor victin-i an-d he is kept under its influence,
withi what result? The bowels are paralysed and distended,
the perito9neumn is less active and everything is in a m-ore
favorable state for sepsis to, thrive and extend.

Ail symptams are m-asked, the patient is comifortable and
apparenitly doing well and the attending physician is blind-
folded. more or less suddenly the patient's truc co" lition
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