
MEDICÂL EDUCATION.

cal practice with the tenets of religion for gain. It would also place the
onus of proving that a Christian Scientist, who aets as a healer, is flot
vlolating the health laws and that he or she can recognize contagions
diseases.

But as representing a large and influential miedical association, may
it flot be permrussible to suggest that no recognition of any sort be grantedf
the Christian Scientist in the matter of treating sickness. To go thle
length of conceding that the Christian Scientist who wishes to heal people
for gain, should secure a certificate fron the Provincial Board of Health
that such person can diagnose contagions diseases, is introducing a feature
ifito the inedical legislation of this Province that may prove far reaching
and mis ChIeVOUS. Many religious bodies mnight try to qualify ,;orne of
their following to the exterit called for in the Act , and, thereby, do miuchi
harin to the general.praïctîce of medicine and the general safety of the

pole. The concession suggested by the learned Comissio)ner, thoughilimited in extent, and apparently safeguarded, is capable o-f muciih abuise
in the future.

If the recommendation of the learned Commission, No. 8, becarne
the law of the Province, it woul1d open up a short-cut to the 1practice ofmnedicine in general. A designing person, under the cloak of Christian
Science, might acquire such familiarity wvith and kniowledge of contagious
diseases as would enable him to obtafin a certificate from the Provincial
Board of Health. Ht would then enibark on the wider field of treating
ail kinds .of disease. There should be only one portal into the medical
profession, that fixed by the College of Physicians and Suirgeon.

The Ontario Medical Association would therefore, monst respectfullybut strongly, contend that the Christian Scientists- be placed in acy
the saine position as ail other religions bodies, namely, the rifhit to min..ister spiritually to their followers; but to enjoy no other privileges in thle
treatunent of disease and injuries thntoe enjoyed by any citizen or
member of any other religious body, namecly, to render such aid as a non-
skiiied person mnay be abie to give, and without fet.

VII. Optometry.
The Ontario Medical Association cannot concur wvith the Commis-

sioner ini what he bas to, say regarding Optomnetry. The Opticians are
long established, and it is for thieu to implrov-e theunselves by study,
There does not appear to be auiy need for the creation of a sort of quasi
profession with just enoughi medical knowledge to prove dangerous to
the ublie. There c an be nio objection to sorte provision in the legisiation
of the Province to the effect that ail those outside of the medical profes-
sion who would do refraction work and prescribe glasses must first obtain
a certificate of competency for sncb work froni some accredited board.
Beyond this the law should not go in the recognition of a separate body.

Nor cati the Ontario Medical Association concur in the recommenda-
tiort that the Universities provide additional courses of instruction as
intimnated on page 4r. A much better course would be to lay the respon-sihility upon the Universities to furuiish a more extensive course on
rfraction work to the Medical Students than that now given. This
wold tend to supersede the need for the Optotuetrist, and be logically


