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and pbysics- for the purpose of explaining the phenomnena of biology
and pathology. Thus, on lis. Unes, Robert Mayer hasý accomnplished
as niucb as Charles Darwin in bis great books of 1859, î808, 1871, and
1872 for biology, history, and arcbaeology. Robert Mayer's namne
Will be imnmortal on account of what he bas acbieved, and sbould flot
suifer because tbere are tbings be left undone, and trutbs be left un-
Uttered. In regard to tbe latter he is sligbtly guilty, perbaps. Indeed,
Iwas present when, in 1869, bie delivered an addres-s "On tbe Necessary

Consequences and. Inconsistencies of tbe Mec'hanical Theory of Heat, ">
in1 wbicb, possibly overawed by'many attacks by the always militant
clergy, be postulated that in the world of intellect the laws of the pre-
servation of forces were flot necessarily so valid as in tbe physical
Organism. Verily, be was a queer example of greatness and mediocrity,
H1e was a medical oficer in tbe >Dutcb navy, and later a practitioner in
a small German town. Under tbe equator be noticed tbe altered meta-
bolism of the sailors and the change in tbe color of the blood during
venesection. Ibat was enougb to awaken his interest and to lead to
results as great as the gravitation tbeory of Isaac Newton, which is
attributed to the falling apple. But be was an indifferent writer. His
first publication of 1842 was hardly noticed, only that of 1845, under
the titie -Organic Motion in its Connection witb Metabolism," (Die
Organiscbe Bewegung in ihremn Zusammenbang mit demn Stoffwecbsel)
Mlade bis naine and bis tbeory famous. 1 found hiý utterances halting
andi unimpressive, both in private conversation and in public, and be
Uid flot improve even in bis figbts for priority.

Nearest to him in line and in the results of his thinking came James
Prescott Soule (1818-1889) 'of Salford E, who delivereti in the Section
for Matheniatics and Pbysics of the British Medical Association, 1843,
anl address "On tbe Calorific Eifects of Magneto-electricity and the
kechanical Value of Heat," and Hermann von Helmboltz (182 1-94).
Trhe 1atier's address on "The Preservation of Force,' was delivered,
1847, bef'ore the Physical Society of Berlin. Botb Mayer and- Helm-


