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REVIEW OF THE TREATMENT OF
FIBROIDS OF THE UTERUS.*

BY G. S. RENNIE, M.D., L. R. C. P. L., HAMILTON.

The treatment is best considered under the head
of Medical, including Electricity, and Surgical.

4 (edical.-We have at present no remedy that
*ill act upon fibroid tumors, so as to cause their
disiitregation and absorption.

Ergot of Rye, however, is a very important
rernedy in fibroids. It acts beneficially in two
Ways: 1st. It checks their nutritition by dimin-
'shing the amount of blood sent into them. 2nd.
It favors their pedunculation and expulsion.

These two effects are due to the action of the
drug on the unstriped muscular fibres of the walls
of the uterus, and coats of the blood vessels. The
best results are obtained from ergot, when the
drug is administered hypodermically, and in suit-
able cases. By suitable cases, I mean those in
Which the tumor is intra-mural or submucous;
it rn1 ust be surrounded by layers of muscular fibre
Suffiiently developed to be capable of contraction.

l 1ydrastis Canaden8is, given in doses from at 15
up to 3iv, will usually check the hemorrhage,
but it has no influence on the size of the tumor.

Briomide of Pota8ium and other remedies have

e Used with a varying amount of success.
E&ectricity.-The treatment of fibroids of the

14'eru by electricity, was about three years ago

rlought prominently before the profession by Dr.
4Postoli, and it is still on trial; as yet we have
tot sufficient data to come to any conclusion, as to

t real value.
If e take Apostoli's figures they are most pleas-

' d before the-Hamilton Medical and Surgical Jour-

ing: he says that in 278 cases h has treated, 95
times out of 100, permanent benefit has followed,
with a suppression of all the miseries connected
with such tumors. Now what are these miseries :
hSmorrhages, troubles of menstruation, dysmenor-
rhoa, nervous disturbances, direct pains in the
growth itself, and from mechanical pressure, and
the annoying series of reflexes

Cater records 50 cases, with the following re-
sults: Il cured, 3 relieved, 25 arrested, 4 fatal
and 7 without benefit.

Skene Keith mentions 13 cases in all, of which
he says, the tumor was reduced and symptoms
relieved.

Tho8. Reith, 100 cases, in every one of which he
says the tumor was reduced in size, hmorrhage
and pain checked, and general health improved.

These results are most pleasing, but against them
can be cited numerous cases that have not been
benefited in any way. Apostoli, Massay and others,
say, that this method of treatment has met with
failures because the gynocologists do not know
how to apply the treatment properly ; but this, to
my mind, is not a reasonable statement. After a
discussion following a paper on this subject by
Dr. Townsend, before the American Gynæcologi-
cal Society, the conclusion arrived at was, tha
the results obtained by Apostoli and the Keiths
had not been got by others who had used it in a
large number of cases, nor could any better results
be obtained by electricity than by rest, ergot, etc.

Dr. Halliday Croom, of Edinburgh, has arrived
at the following conclusions:

lst. That electricity will arrest the hSmorrhage,
but he has not seen a case in which the improve-
ment was permanent, and he does not regard
electricity in this respect as in any way superior
to rest, ergot and styptics.

2nd. In regard to the pain, he says, that as far
as fibroids are concerned, the pain is accentuated.

3rd.-With regard to the diminution in size of
the tumor, he has not met with a single case
which has shown any disposition to diminish
through the influence of electricity, more than by
any other means. While, on the contrary, he has
found more significant cases of diminution from
rest and ergot than from any electric treatment
whatever. He is rather inclined to think -that
the electric current increased the development of
muscular tissue, and his experience has been that
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