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in a shanty on the rocks in the upper part of the an able to speak witih emphasis. On examining
city, and it was impossible to keep thte chiil cither our records, I fid that out of one hunadred and eigò.
well supported or well fed ; su tbat after a while ty-three private cases, there were but three cases of
the abscesa beg.n to increase again, and finally abscess occurring after treatment for disease of the
after about a year and a half, it discharged by a spine had commenced. In all other instances, the

spontaneous opening. Following the views of the abscess existed when the patient iwas brought to
writers whom J lad consulted, I lad condenmed me for treatment for disease of the spine. I have
Dr. Van Buren's procedure, and looked forward already stated that in somo cases, an abscess vi.
with complacency to the resuIts of non-interference. disappear, if treatment of the spine is conmenced
My complaccncy did not last, but the abscess did. in the carlier stages of the diseuse. This is more
I followed the case for six years, and when 1 last often true, if, instead off an abscess visibly approach-'
saw him, he was a most miserable object to behold. ing the surface, there exists only the incipient
The abscess was still discharging. symptoms of the formation of an abscess. These

In the. neantime other cases -with abscesa had symptoins are -very casily distinguished. Whle
presented themselçes, and I had found thetr. where the disease is a simple inflammation of tie bodies of
there was a tolerable donstitution, and the abscess the vertebrze, suflicient support invariably gives ln.
had not been of long standing, it 'would disappear stantaneous relief ta the gastralgia, wich is the
by absorption in a few weeks or months after sup- proeinent synptone in tie early stages of dL-ease ci
port to, thc spine was applied. Here was a great the spine. But if we di not get then complote relief
point gained. -And ail my subsequent'i experienirI am always led to suppose that the destruction of
has had the sane uniform result, and that is, that tie hodies of tie vertebrw bas cornneiced, sud
the majority of the lumbar and psoas abscesses in that there is caries, and of course tise niateril
the first stages, will disappear after the spine is for a lumbar or pzoms abscess. Support vin f1
properly supported. And if no abscess e3ists, the give partial relief; but if is net fiii after a certak
danger of one is reduced to the minimum, when the 1 length of'time las elapsed, and dîsintegration d
diseased vertebre are allowed to repair themiselves bone lias ceused, that fie patient reàlzes the cùma
by the use of the spinal assistant. piste exeaiption frei the suffierng, whicis0 rapidly

Hence, my first proposition is this : The first follows efficient support ÎD the diaeased vertebrxin
step in the treatment of lumbar or psoas abscess is the earlier stage. in snch cases, th.4
to treat their cause in the spinal column. The ab- ahceas er.y apar zier iee surface affer a
scess is but a symptom after all. It is idle to nd- while and then pass away; but in moea cases ws
dress our treatiient te a mere aympî.toum -without never scethe abscess-thepus dees not approach thea
first applying the appropriate remeLdy tolthe source surface-but disappears by absorptienat its source,
of the trouble. td with if te incident ta its fornatian

In the cases under consideration, the source of In disease cf tie lumbar aud several of the love
theé visible abseess lies ia tîse bodies of tise spinal dorsal vertebroe, contraction cf thse psoas musclai&.
vertebroe. Tiso irger proportion cf disees of thse t sure idication cf the early stage of pseas absewàf
spine axise directy frm fas, blws tend the like and if ne treatment ee applied te tie source of
traumatie causes. If is firast, a e'iiple inflammation, the trouble if the spinal colun, an absds su4

nd at tsat stage,' is as axenable te re.tt.-nt as i dluet time iaies is appearance. But fiis sympr
inflaxnination in arîy oher part, a-id like ail otier i tom, wicrti preseut in a vey large ftenr ber4i
inflamations, only requires.rest, giv-a perfect, ab- cases, iu ail but two instances eut cf one runati
zolute rest, and if will subside. And us-en when aend cigisty-thrce cases, passeti aray without a via
fls inaab hatian, at firse simple tend tealthty, as in ible ap rcess.
any other pert b isaiowed to degenerate intu caries, JAsE I e llufe rates soveral i portaet pointsi
and the attter theere formed escapes euai a r.ervSir m ethis conneiins.
called the abseces, the indications are still tise saine; A. B. liad dissse mf te spine at twenty mont
te r-elieve the diseased vertebroe frein pressure and jold at whien fie lier treatnmoent c aesmmcu4
mýotiou; and recevery thougle ks perfect and more iThone se was a delicate cild, as herpath
tardy, yil.yet taise place. B.ut, I repeat, so long jwere ingcodeircuinstances, andtsere appiaredte,
i tise disease ln., tie spine, wiere tise absces lias ine strema o the fauily, and tse diseaso wa ilo
s oritgine T ot attended to if were ide to thek fir:a stage, I ad hopes o a speedy cure :ofsa atbs

a trat ent for one of its symptoms or effect. hrestoration cf forin cnd fmnction cf tse sauel,
and atr thatsae, prti omenabes oby reliev sin detimes happeus i young chilren unde
ingfiemao ln fIe oe t ie veal , Ither om which irbprustinc a but Ir onumbef

infam ao n reuire esoft, e vperfectz, ab- cass ianal b uwoistances o ut of onundr


