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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS ON TH-E EVOLUTION 0F THE
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND ITS WORK*

BY REN1RY T. BUTLIN-, D.C.IJ.; LLI.D.

President of the Royal College of Surgeons of England.

Ladies and Gebtlee,-At almiost cvery meeting of the Asso-
ciation the President mnay choose for the subject of bis address
anything in the hea'vens above, in the earth beneath, or in the
waters that are under the earth. But thiis year the subjeet of th9e
President's address is strietly prc-scribcd by the cireuinstances oS
his election. -Youi mighit have chiosen a man far more distin-
gnished in his profession, of greater fame, -with titie or ribaud,
but you have deliberately t-aken in preference a less distingaishied
person for flic sole reason that lie ha-,s workcd for the Association,
and that you lmov thiat he bae-s the interests.of the Association at
hecart. You ha-ve, as it wcre, said to hin: " Thou good and fa-,ith-
fui servant, take thon the presidential chiair." And the- only
way lu which hie can repay youi for the hionor you have donc li-
is to sp6zilk of the Association, to tell w'ha«t it lia-,s donc in the past
and îvhat; it now is, and, perbaps, w'hat it inay yet do. Tf it were
not iny duty it would be my pleaisure to dIo this, for it is good
uowv and again to look back into flic past and ponder over the

*Delih'red at thie Sevenity-uilhth Annual MNeeting of the British ..!edical
..\ssoclatioii.


