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THE RABIES OUTBREAK

THE:- subject of il-abies has been tuppcrr-1nost in the
iunds of the Medical Profession of Canada for some

littie timie past. The receut enactnient as to the coin-
pu]sor mnuzzling of dogs has been the cause of a good
cleal of caustic correspondence ancd criticisni in the
lay press, inan.y people conSiderin(r that the law mvas
enitirely): unealledl for, as the muai ority of the cases of
so-calleci labic's on humant beings wecre more hysteri-
cal than otherwise. Others claimeci that the niuzzhing
of cainine pets wras nothiug short of inhuman. Thaf
the former argun"2,-nt is however incorrect is proveii
by the correspondcence to be founc in this issue fromi
V eteri-uary Director General J. G. Rutherford, of the
Department of i1griculture, Ottawa, andi Dr. Chas.
Elodgetts, Chief Medical Officei' of Ontario. These
gentlemen are ini a position to speak on this subj ect,
ha-ving data that calinot be questioned, as far as
.abies lu Caniada is concerned.

We had the privilege of reading recently an ab-
stract of an article by Dr. Langdon Frothigharnt of
the Department of Bacteriology in H-arvardiMca
Sehool. In the article, the author discusses the his-
tory, prevalence and prcvention of rabies and its
relation to animal experirnentation. 'The article is a
strong argument in f avor of the muzzhing of dogs, and
valuable statistics arc given to show the effeet of
muzzling orders in eradicating the disease. Since the
introduction of proper dog laws and comp-ullsory
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