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of contiguity, the mother being the host and nourisher of the
developing child. The physiologie relationship between the
inother and embryo -is so slight that but for the practical diffi-
culties involved the impregnated human ovun might be trans-
ferred froi one womb to another withbout interrupting its de-
velopment, as bas actually been done il somfe of the lower
animnals. Even the blood of the inouner can only reach the
ehild by osmosis through a mnembranous barrier, and there is
I> direet niervous communication whatever. The unfortunate
structural aberrations originate very early in developiment and
oftel before a wonan is aware of ber condition. and practi-
enlly: always before the maternal imre)ss-(-Sion, ti whicl the
anomnaly is aseribed, takes place. The g at objection to the
superstition, however, is the baleful effeet on the expectant

,to say noting of the bad effect it has on tlie study of
teratology, eases which should receive careful izeientific stidy

S gated to idle speculation on maternail impressions and
b:eierd resemiblanees.

Detection of Sem-nen.

Galto (Rif. Méd.. November 3rd. 3906) has carried ont a
series of experiiment, iii the detection of semen and seminal
stains by the nethod inturdueed bv Barterio. This depends
fn the fact that wlhen a satirated solution of picrie acid is
iixed with semen (whetlier fresh, or dried, or in 'zoution)
and then exanined 1mder tie miscroscope, certain erystals
can b- seen. These ervstals are very slender, and have an
average size of 10 to 15 umr.; they present themselves as rhom-
loiid needles, with obtuse angles. often crossed longitudinally
hy a refragent linie. They miay appear as round *void eôr-
puseles when the angles lave been. mucli rounded off. The
author bas tried nanv otier fluids besides Imuman semnen (for
examuple, saliva, urine, blood. pus, milk, and nmany otlers).
and the results were. always negative whilst with senen (even
in stains 22 -ears old) the characteristie crvstals were always
present Semen fromi the horse. rabbit, doa. and ox. did not
give the reaction, nor eould it be obtained from fluid taken
from the 'seminal vesicles, epididymis. testes, or prostate. The
exact method or substance from whlich the crystals are pro-
duced is uncertain; the author suggests that in the ejaculation

fi seinen sone proecss not altogetlier unlike that of the forma-
tion of fibrin in the hlood, mnay occur, for apparently the
e'rvstals are not present whcn testicular flnid is mixed with the
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