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‘Cases occurring in Practice. By Carr HoLstox
Roperrs, L'R.CP.L, M.R.CS.E, LS.A,
late Medical Officer of Health, Alderbury
“Union, England.

On the 13th June last, I was called in' a
great hurry to see Mrs. B., a lady living close' by. I
rin‘c‘lﬂher in bed, having been confined a fortnight
before of a tine healthy baby, for a week previous to
s which she had been obliged to keep her bed from ex-
“éessive / pain” in her back (attributed, no doubt
rroncously, to the: impending labor) and constant
lz}rrﬁé:qu a pale yellow color. For some days past
he has  felt something in the back passage,” and
b last succeeded ¢“in hooking out with her fingers "
m the anus a large stone measuring five inches in
cumfurence, four inches in diameter and weighing’
five drachms. The urine is normal. She is not and
Dever has-been jaundiced, has. suffered oécasionally
om what she considered her liver, pains in her
“back’:and ‘shoulders, but with .that. exeeption and
S8 of breath, due probubly to a fatty heart,
joyed good health. She quite embodies Byron’s
.31,‘}?, “ fat, flur and fdrt.y.” ‘Her brothers (four) all
A-ab an early age from phthisis, - and all were
110"6 six feet.:She is now at the time of writing (9th
July,: 879) apparently quite well, and is about her
0ld duties. The stone is now in the possession
fmyx'fr,ign‘d,‘l)r. Ord of St. Thomas’ Hospital, for
fﬂatlou, &c, “&e., but it presents all the usual
sties of anjordinaxjy?gall.s‘toné.' Ihave on
asions seen gall stones of a large size which

but never any approaching to the size of such a
“ star of the first magnitude ;”” the marvel is that it
should have been spontaneously passed with so little
constitutional disturbance, and I think my patient
is to be congratulated on having successfully effected
and survived the birth of such twins. , _——
In September, 1877, when residing in Shrewsbury,’
I was requested to visit W. P, a man residing in a
village about three miles away, and who had been en-
gaged on the railway for some years as a’carriage
cleaner. I found himin bed, a man thirty-five years
of age, short in stature and lymphatic in complexion ;
had always enjoyed good health until some ‘months
previously, when he found, ‘without any ‘gsteris‘ikbfle
cause, ‘‘ his legs begin to fail him,” and they are now
utterly useless. There is complete loss of motion but
not of éensibilit}y, he is unable to lift or draw them
up from the bed. He had never met with- any acei-
dent, although he might oceasionally have « bumped
his back " in getting up from under the ,cafripgés,
Had been wet through several times, and allowed hig”
clothes to dry on him, but had never experienced any
iixcbnvenyiencer or ill result from that. Has been in Qne‘f
or two infirmaries without deriving any benefit what-
-ever,"and from one he was sent home with the com-
forting (?) assurance that nothing could be done for .
him as the paralysis would gradually spread upwards,
and that his ‘Woﬁld'be a living death. . . . .
- A careful examination failed 'to detect any pain ;
or tenderness along the spine, or in fact in'any part.
of the body; he-had perfect use. of his other limbs,”
and there appeared to be no appreciable cause for .
such.a state of aﬁ’qifs. His bowels were yéfy slqggi"sh :
and obstinate, his urine was clear, free from albumen

discovered on ‘2 post-mortem examination,

and apparently- normal, but on examination under -



