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THUE THERAPEUTIC VALUE OF ARSENIC
IN ANiMIA AND ATROPHIC

CONDITIONS.
Dr. Samiuel Wilkes, in the Lance/, writes strongly

in favor of arsenic in nany diseases where skepti-
cismî as to its use on the part of a large portion of the
profession has generally prevailed. There can be
no .ioubt that many of the cutaneous affections
cired by arsenic have a gouty origin, and there-
fore it is not surprising that the saie reniedy has
agreat power in preventing attacks of gout. Then
this gouty class of persons are often neuralgic, and
it may be in them especially that arsenic is the best
nervine remedy. le has found it anongst the
niost efficacious medicines, and in sorne cases the
only remedy. Thus, before the introduction of
nitrite of amy 1 and gionoine for angina pectoris, he
relied iainly on arsenic, *and in some cases kept
off attacks for weeks wherë they had previously
occurred almost daily. But the most remarkable
effects of this remedy are seen in anæmia and
various forms of cachexia aud atrophy. One case
which he cites was a lady about forty years of age
who was pronounced to be the subject of idiopathic
aniemia. Her bloodless and feeble condition com-
pelled lier to keep her bed, and it was never be-
ieved that she would rise fron it again. Arsenic
was used, she soon began to improve, and in a few
weeks was able to visit her doctor at his houise.
Her husband was not surprised at the action of the
reniedy, for, as he said, if he had a horse which was
not " thrifty " lie gave it arsenic, rendering it again
plumip and glossy. Another case of the so-called
pernicious aniemia was in a gentleman who had
gradually grown anemic and breathless,so as to be
unable to leave bis house, and lie walked with
inuch difficulty. He took five drops of liquor
arsenicalis, and in a month he vas conparatively
well. In most of the cases where arsenic has suc-
ceeded, iron had previously failed. It is,however,
in wasting and general cachexia that Dr. Wilkes
has been the most pleased with its action. He
details several cases where there were evidences of
extreme wasting anddebility,. attributable to no
special disease, and where arsenic effectedi cures.

He has never given very large doses, generally
four or iive drops of the liquors arsenicalis three
tines a day, or a little more of the soda preparation ;
nor has he observed any injurious effects froni its
long use, although,as is known, it becomes absorbed
Into the.systen, the urine showing its presence
miany weeks after its administration bas ceased.

An editorial on this article, in the same number
of the Lancet, considers Dr. Wilkes' testimony as
of great value, as coming from one who is far too
niuch imbued with scientific caution to lavish un-
'deserved credit on any pharmacopceial preparation.
The testimony of Dr. Wilkes on its efficacy in
idiopathic anæmia is 'borne out by the experience
of many physicians; among the nost recent being
Dr. Warilnge, of Stockholn, who reported severial
cases of remarkably rapid arrest of the'downward
progress of- the disease, and even of recovery,

under the use of arsenic. All such cases should,
however, be subjected to prolonged supervision, as,
it is notorious that relapses are prone to occur.
The sane remedy has been also successfully em-
ployed in an even more definite cachexia-viz.:
Hodgkins' disease, where the administration of
arsenic lias been supplenented by its injection
into the hyperplastic lymphatic glands, withP
according to Winiwarter, astonishing results

BELLADONNA INJECTION FOR GON-
OR RHCEA.

Sonie thirteen years ago, an oflicer on board one
of the vessels of the Indus Steani Flotilla consulted
me for a bad gonorrhcea, with intense pain on
micturition, and intolerable chordee at night. The
case %vas urgent, and I ordered an injection, com-
posed ofseven ounces of vater, an ouince of inuci-
lage acacia, twenty grains extract of belladonna,
and twenty grains of sulphate zinc, a teaspoonful
to be injected immediately before and after
micturating, and a similar anount the.last thing at
night; great care to be used in passing the injec-
tion fully down as far as the pain is most intense.
An ointrnent of spernmaceti and mercurial ointment,
four drachins each, and ten grains extract bella-
donna, ten grains powdered opium, as a paste to
be snieared along the perinetini and around the
crura penis at, night. Patient left next morning,
having had no chordee that night, and the pain of
micturition disappeared by using the injection.
Within a week there was complete cure. Froin
that tinie I have bad numerous gonorrhoeal cases
of eery type and stage, and without exception
with unfailing success. Not long since a shop
assistant presented himself with a bad gonorrhcea,
high fever, inflamed testicle and chordee at night.
With the application of the belladonna and opium
ointment the chordee did not appear, and in four
days after using the injection the runîning ceased,
but after the first application the pain and running
were much lessened A suspensory bandage was
worn, and with the daily use of the mercurial and
belladonna and opium ointment the patient was
quite well in three weeks. Patients have always
started thatit is the injection, and not the oint-
ment, which stopped the chordee. I have tried the
anodyne treatment in various classes of peoplefrom
the dissipated paupers of the Eastern bazaars to the
well fed roue in the West in the acute and in the
chronic and gleety stages ; in first attacks and in
those making one of a series ; and in cases con-
plicated with inflamed testicles and chordee; and
I have no hesitation in saying that I have not
witnessed -anything to contra-indicate it nor to
mitîgate its success.-Medieal Press.

BOROGLYCERIDE IN PSORIASIS.
Dr. Chas.Robe-ts in an irritable and obstinate

case df psoriasis, used boroglyceride locally with
very gratifying results,and bas since used it inotlier
cases with the same effect--Brit. 7ed.fournal.
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