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PRACTICAL MATTERS.

BY JUL. L. WRIGHT.
Errors

Of sense, language, punctuation, and grammar
ara almost invariably charged upon the composi-
tor, no matter where the seat of the disease may
lie, when in reality he should not be held res-
ponsible for even those of typography., He is
made the scapegoat of careless editors in partic-
ular. Absird monstrosities of construction and
entire paragraphs of misstatement have heen
glossed over as “ typographical errors” and our
“ intelligent compositor” derisively alluded to.
The ridiculousness of this method of dodging res-
ponsibility and deadening the force of censure is
happily illustrated by the vengeance of a typo
whose patience had been exhausted in being
served up to the public as the “ responsible
party.” It was a country weekly, and the editor
explained the absence of court news and market
reports under the plea of a “typographical
error.”  When the paper was issued the apology
had this addition in brackets: [*‘ The ¢typo-
graphical error’ referred to above, means that
the editor got beastly drunk and was unable to
attend to his duties.”]

It is undeniably true that compositors make
many grotesque readings and exasperating
blunders ; but these occurrences can be guarded
against. We have been taught that the proof-
reader’s mission is to detect irregularities, and
that, when they do creep in, his shoulders are the
proper ones to bear the burden of blame.  If
the proof-reader proves incompetent to discharge
the duties of the position in a creditable manner,
he should give way to one possessing the neces-
sary qualifications. But just here the rub comes
in. Oftentimes—aye, generally—the editor reads
hoth proof and revise of editorial matter, and is
himself lacking in the essential requirements—
he has written hurriedly, he Amows what he in.
tended to express—he reads hurriedly, and tnus
overlooks glaring errors of language or sense or
both.

Sometimes the office is unwilling to pay the




