I

| 221}

Editorial Summary.

T, Prescriprions I 1836 anp 1874.—In the Lharm. Four. and
lo ans., Mr. C. Eve institutes a comparison lzelatmg to the poso-
glcﬁl character of a large number of prescriptions dispensed in
v "don during the years 1836 and 1874. From this it appears that
Ty large doses have almost gone out of fashion. While in 1836,
ists Per cent. of the prescribed medicines were ordered to be admin-
ioored in two ounce doses, in 1874 we find this percentage dimin-
“dto 1'5. One and a half ounce doses declined from 14'0 to 45
" cent, “Of medicines prescribed in one ounce doses the per-
frontage has increased from 11°5 to 236 per cent ; half ounce doses
.M 10 to 175 per cent. ; and doses of one drachm and less from
the O 10°5 per cent. The proportion of two drachm doses is about
Ce tSame. Of the prescriptions dispensed in 1836 about 40 per
Ceng Were in the for.n of mixtures; in 1874 the proportion is 58 per
1. Pills have declined from 42 to 32, and draughts from 10 to
&lser cent. Powders appear to have been slightly less popular, as
o ele_ctuaries, which have diminished to one half their for‘mer
dur?()rtlon. The prices of medicines have also declined materially
°Verng the past thirty-eight years. Mixtures formerly averaged
fay 33d per dose ; now the average is 2d, showing a difference in
Ot of the purchaser, in 1874, of rather more than 14d a duse.
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a FormuLa ror Exremporising HyDRoCYANIC Acip, B. P.—In
re‘.aper read before the British Pharmaceutical Conference, to whfch
for "ence is elsewhere made, Mr. B. S. Proctor gave the following
2ip ula for the above purpose :—Water, one ounce; cyanide of
Di\sa“d potassium, twenty-two grains ; tartaric acid, forty grains.
tag Olve the cyanide in the water, add the acid, allow the precipi-

Vial to subside ; decant the clear liquor, and preserve it in a corked
enew the stock at intervals of three months.
ey Derkcrion o BEEr FAT or Larp I8 BurTeER.—During a dis-

th: 1B°'_1 which followed the reading of a paper at the last meeting of
dege,. USh Pharmaceutical Conference, the author, Mr. Stoddart,
Ofar}bed a method of distinguishing between butter and other fats
ap . 'mal origin. A quantity, say fifty grains, of butter is put into
tat Unce bottle, half filled with ether, and the mixture is well agi-
* If the butter be genuine, perfect solution of the fatty matter



