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with educational matters, and the interest lio took at al
times in any means calculated to further a sound system
of education. Hie related the difficulties hie had witnessed
on the part of those who had years ago attempted to
frame a proper school system for Lower Canada. 11e
explainedl the inception and progress of the school laws
of Lower Canada. In the Province of Ontario it ivas an
easy matter to frame school laws where they had a people
to deal with speaking one language. Theymust flot lose
siglit of this fact in comparing the working of the school,
systems of the two Provinces. 11e declared that the
intention of the Government in regard to the school
system of the Province of Quebec wvas to do justice to al
parties. fie believed that when codified and improved,
as it would ho, the Province of Quebec Sclhool law
would be en a very good eue. Hie romarked on the!
ivant of interest hakon b y the public in electing members
to the School Board. H e expressed his dishelief ini the
statemen t that the public wanted the Government to
educate their children. He thought parents were tee higli-
spirited to permit any sucli thing, and they ne more
expected it than that thieir chldren should be fed and
clothed by the Government. The Goverument should
certainly do something towards providing the means of
educating childreé"n, but parents should do the rest.
The duty of School Inspectors should ho assigned to l'espon-sible men. Schools should ho classified and teach ers
better paid. It had been stated, and hoe had upon
enquiry learned, that the worst teachers were generally
engaged first, because they could ho had cheap. Suc?,'
should net h. Asho teachers beingpaid by gevernment,
if sncb. were the case the gevernment would certainly ho
entitled te have ail the contrel and how would that ho
relished? Another point was t'at if they did iiot pay
teachers well hoW could tlîey insist upon their being
wvell qualified ? He remarked on the difficulty of clas-
sifying schools in the country, where- population wvas
spariê as compared te the city. Hie advised the toachers
present te 1ayr the axe at the root of the tree b y stirring
Up public opinion, and concluded Nwith good advice to afil
those present enyaged in educating the young.

Hon. GEO. IRVINE expressed the pleasure ho had in
being present on the interesting occasion. He yielded to
no one in the inherest hie took in matters relating to
education. Hie had listened with great interest toc the
discussion of the afternoon, and hoped it would resuit
in good ho the Common Schools. Hie referred te the
the difficnlty of forming a perfect school law for Quebec.
Even in England it had been a dffficult matter, and how
much greater must be the task where there was a division
e! language. fie could hell them itwas net the intention
of the Govemnment to impose any law that would ho
distastelul ho either of the paties in Lower Canada, but
to lot each work out their own educational scheme.
There ivas a great and apparent evil, and that was the
want of public sympathy for the teachers. Everything
ouglit te be done to croate sympahhy, and lie thought
they had haken a proper course to croate that sympathy
by coming together as they had done. Ho did not
believe the people of the Province wýere rio indifferent to
tho educa"in' o! their children as had been stated, but
only wanted iheir, attention properly called ho the
snbject. fie believedl the Government shiould assist hhem
ho a certain extent in educating hheir children, but parents
should, remember tha t they had their shiare of responisi.
bility to bear. fie strongly advised the heacliers p rosent,
as a means of furthering thoir interests, to establish an
organ or identify th.emselves withi their local press and
make us. of its columns. They wvould gil more in that
way than in any other hoe could soo. ie! could assure
them that he wanted. te mzalt his visit a practical one,

and that lie thouglit, wvas of more importance te hhemn
than making, an eloquent speech.fe referred te the
necessity therew~as-f or the proper classification of schools,
and thought that if the.higher schools were not worhhy
of their prestige hhey should not 1)0 permitted te draw
money away from others. The Attorney. General again
stated that hie would do ail hoe could ho make his visit a
practical one, and concluded by st-ting that the Hon. Mr.
Ouimet would have been present but for' an unfortunate
accident lie had mot with a short ime age.

Principal Hicks and W. W. Lynch, Esq., M.P.P.,
folwdin effective speeches. A reading by Prof.

Andrew,, of Montrear, created great amusement. Several
anthiems were sung- by the choir of the Chiurch in a very
creditablo manner during the eveuing, and the meeting,
which xvas a very interestingv one, '%as brought te a close
hy sing-ing the Doxology.

FRIDAY MORNINGY SESSION.

The Convention met at 10 o'clock. the President in the
ichair.

After the reading of the minutes, the election of efficers
for the ensuing year wvas proceeded with and resulted as
follews : President, W. W. Lynchi, M.P.P. ; Secretary.
F. W. HickliM' A. ; Treasurer, Professor McGregor.

Granbvy vas nanied as tuie next place of meeting.
The Assistant- Secretary of Public instruction, H. H1.

Miles, LL. D., D. C. L., thon addressed the Convention, as
folloNNs:

Dr. M.,iles said lie thianked the Cliairman for lis kind
consideration in reserviîng time and opperhunity for hlmi
te offer a few remarks. He lad not prepared a paper on
any particular educahional ho pic, but wvouid hake occasion
te presont lus views te the Convenîtion 011 topics whicli
had beeni adverted te by speakers on the proviens day.
Hie had listened with attention te the discussions wvhichi
had taken place and regarded them anîd the large nunuber
of conîtributions of teachers te the business of the meeting
as good evidence of vitality ini the Association. 1h was
at one time thouglit that the Association would degener-
ato into.u sort of debating seci ehy on the pelitics of the
day and that it wouid, therefore, fail te securé either
public respect or the sympathy and co.operation cf the
principal stahe officiais who miglit otherwise ho very
wiiling ho premote its endeavours lu faveur cf Protestant
education in this Province. fiappily the Association had
steered clear of that danger and its members had deveted
their attention ho matters belonging te their vocation and
ho the fundamental ehjects of tho society, naniely, " -The
promotion of education ini the Province and ho enhanice
and elevate hhe status of Teachers," and the consequencc'
wvas that the Association carried aleng with it the respect
of the cemmunity and the sympathy and co-eperatien cf
those who had Lh power ho help. Dr. Miles thon said
that the Hon. Mr. Oulmet the Minister of Public Instruc
tien, had been unable te beave the Capital for the purpose
of atending this Convention, but hoe had charged the
speaker ho express lis regret and te assure the tearchers
that, hoesympathised with hhem lin their endoaveurs ho
accomplish the objects ef the Association, which ho knew
were f or the benefit cf public educatien, upenlte riglit
direction of which by the heachers themselves, the
substantial welfare cf the country much, depended. In
illustr'ation of this sentiment o! the hon. minister, Dr'.
Miles q uotod the words cf Dr. Playfair by whom the
examples cf Spain and Hollanid had been cihec-the
fermer having- decayed chiefly from want cf knowledge
te iuhilize lier vast natural regelirces, lier people ignorant
and uneducated, wvhile Hollaud, a mud-produiced country,
fenced-round by dykes ho prevent the ocean.from sweep-
ing it away, and without any of the advantages o! her
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