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Jerrold, are of the vinas iutondoci and dosigncd te be aeted, as the
firet aud main object, of tlwir composition. I n both thora lias been a
returu te mnodem historicait and te classie subjeetst; a i lu "liche.
lien, "o "lthe Fo-icari," IVîWllielin Tell," Il Virginius," "lSpartacus"
aud "lDamoit aud Pythias." Thug bave we roturned, if net in toue
or iu trvatniont, by a law ppas-cutl7 hoeditar>' to tLe sanie clas cf
subjoctu, in tLe roîgu of Qluecu Victoria, whiclî excitedl the enîhu.
siatu ofour ancestors in the reign of Qucen Elizabeth.

I have airesdy made allusion tit he suppression of sitage pIa
durîng the commronwealtlî cma. To tho smine pqriod wc can traèo the
risc of our periodical lileratura. If it is au accurato Qstmmate, (that cf
Dr. Craik lu hie 111*1er> of EttggUsh Liferature) te tuake, that 30,000
pamphlets appcarcd dnring the quarrol batwceu Charces 1. land bis
Parliainent, tho>' muet have issncd frein tho press nt the rate noar>'
of thirty & week-with the frequene>' and coîîtinuousness of modem
periodicals. Such an enorînuns muss cf opliemerai print îuust of
itgolf Lave suggestcd the field for periodical publications, and accord-
ingl>' wo may trace the risc of the ticwspaper as ait En isht power, to
the saine yoarg, as the risc aud fail of Cronmwell. it 1% truc some
ingentions artlst did iudeed impose upon the Blritish Museuni certain
copies cf a pretendeti IlEnghish Moeu rie"I of thc year 1588- the
Armada ycar-whieh vitre thought a great prize, tilI the>' turcd ouL
te bie forgeries. But the truc date output sixi>' years inter. Whou the
civil war betwecu king Charles ud the Parliaxuent brolce out, the
daily dernand for nova in Lon don ledl te the establishmenut cf a wholo
ineet cf jeurnale. whosa strong 1aniily .rosemblanco may bu rend lu
their rintes : News frein Htul, Truths from York, Tadings from
Irelaîîcl, the Dufch .Spy, tho Scts Dave, the Irish& .Mrextry, tihe
Pariamenttar>' Kite, and tLe Secret OwL Thon Iqlibe sud criackers
aIso flow ln profusion about tLe streets; il ffereuri us .dcàerontictis,'
Bays Chaimars', "6brought thoin Lebdomadai Neos8from Hell; Mer-
"curius Democrilus commuuicated wondcrfui uews frein, tLe Meon;-
"the Laughiiig Mercur' gave perfect novs frein the Antipodes; and
"iercurius Nasllx faithfulli issbed ail Scouts, Mercuries, Spies
"aud Posta sand etfxor Intolligencers.'l Ini sotue of these originale

'ne eau c tle vonorabie ancesîr>' o? Mr~. Punch, nd Lis rivais, aud
lu others the autetypo o? the legitimute "u iews-paper"7 whieh lny ou
yeîîr table this moruin", at breakfast.

In the niut year o? tue neat Century (1 709) our periodical literature
teck its secondgreat stop undor tLe tuitien of that ex-Ensigu o? thre
Guards, Lest knowu te posterity as S:r Richard Steele. This vont-
turc vas the tri-weokl>' Tailer, thea spright.1 parent o? a numercus

p roony. The TaLr was uccoeded by ita more clebrated fr8t
broni9,, and heir, the Specta <or, cari>' iu 1711, as a daily papor, prirce

six ponce, cf whîch as many as 20,000 copies were kuown te bave
been sold in a day. 1 need net mention the Guardian nd eLLe:
imitalors, till we cone te, Johnson's Ramaler, lu the Pâlde meiod
of the eentury-the second lu celcbrity o? ail the offapring o? Eusign
Steele'e fertile imagination sud generous spirit. The Rambler as
a semi-weekly, sud was net popuinr lu its day: .îte sale in ouly one
case, evor exceeded 500 copies, sud that vnas a number written by
Richardson the Novelist (No. 97) lu which Johnson led, ne haud
whate ver. I. is net tce, mueh te assert that the Rambler v-as, lu iLs
kiud, quite as well written as the Specta <or; but it eertainly wanted
the eharming varioty, tLe flexibility, aud the uovolty, o? that greatly
sucressfni periedical essayst. Hewever 'ne miust remember aise thut
tLe Rambler as vae Lave it, le net tLe Rambler as it appeared every
third day of tLe week : Johnson almxost re-wrotc it, in after yoars,
niaking ne less than 6,000 changesand alterations, in the firet imnp-
ressions. He livcd te sec ton large editions cf it, in the correeteil
form, pubiished lu England, besides thoso pninted withont his autho.
rit>', beyoud the reaeh o? copyright, in Ireinnd aud tLe Colonies. It
Las been usually the case, of late, that our writers for the press,
commeuced lu that vocation as vorj young imon; but tihe ripenesa
of jndgruent lu the old essayiste wiUl Le accouuted for, whon 'ne
reumembier that Sf.eele, Addison, aud Johnson, were ail three verging
close upon the fortleth year o? thelié lives, 'when they assumed îLe
duties, o! voluntary Ministers e? Publie Instruction.

A successfui attelnpt te, combine the uewepaper proper, witL the
periodical essayist paper vas made ini the st years of George 1,
(1724), by a Mr. Joueur, in bis ilDaily Adverisc.r." Thîs paper vnas
owued lu shares, which 'nere soldart publie auction nt high premnins
In the st decade o? tbis roigui and the fira. Lai? o? tLe noit, the us(
cf sncb a newspaper, cembiuing original articles, douîostic ané
foreign nons, sud advortisemcuts, as a poliîcai lever, began te lie
feit. Il is lustrucîlve te Sund lu the middle o? Qeeu Anne's reigu,
Boliingbroke worklug the Examiner, sud Lord Chancelior Cowper,
auswenlng eue of Lis attacks, through the couas cf tLe Tailer.
The W'orld, owned b>' Horace Walpole, Lord Chesterfield, aud othors
(1753 te '58), sud edited by Moore, author cf the Gamester, vnas
another specimen of "la part>' orgaux," cf a visas new se familier te

us al. Smoett conuuenced the Zlie Brilon with Lord Bute at hie
back,. and Wilkes the following wook started bis North )Jrlton with
the nid of Lord Temnple, and tho Pitts. lu tho Public .Adre.iier of
whieh NVoodfali was the manager, Garrick vau a aharehoider, sud
waa systoinaticsMlly puffcd according1y, but thio papor ia bout known
toue as the vehiielo of the letters of Junius, whoever bc wus. The aixt??.
nino lettors appeared botween Januiary, 1769, and Noember, 1771
but i. is a curious fatt taous, that before tho lutter te the king appeared,
at the cluse of the fir8t year oif Junius, this writer Lad miade ne sen.
siblc impression on publie attention. The lotter te tho king ber ita
unexampled boldues, soid off 1,730 extra copies of the .Adériver:
the letter to the Diakc of Graffon, 700 extra, and that, teLr
Mansfield enly 600. It bus bcen shown by Mr. Km g Lt Hunt in his
Il Fourth Estate"I that wbile the circulation of Woodfall's paper, had
beita increasing steadily at the rate of 60 per cent heoe the contri-
butions cf Jrrniuas enriched its coluinus, it oui y continueit te gain
during that writer's connectien, nt the rate cf 12 per cent. The41
monthly sales rose from 75,000 te 83,000 copies; fron, say, iu round
ruxbers, fren ]cs than 3,000 to about 3,300 copies, per day, (aundays
r.nd holidays excluded.) i3y these curions figures-

iChaps that li na ding,
And dan' na bu disputed,"

we sec that the traditienal imniediate popularity of Junius muet net
be taken without sait; that at all oveuts, ho cortainly did net malco
at once bis own publie, as .Addisson and Steelo miuet have doue. Of
the graduai deveélopement of the London daiiy prcas, from. the Jun fus
peried dowawards, it will be perbaps, enutg for nme te mention the
long sud brillant reigu of James Party of Aberdeon, a editor cf the
Morning Chronicle frein 1771, te 1818 - the a Horuuag Post started by
Sir Bate Dudley lu 1772, aud stili flourlaliing; the Herald commericed
hy tihe samiàgnlmn on separating frein hie partnera in the Po#4
iu 1780; isud the 2Timesbegun by lr. John Walter of PrintiugHFouse
square, ou the let cfJanuary 1788. These-are the most couspictious
morning papers: of their eider evenint" coantemporaries; vu may men-.

tio irEreiting Post (1727); the <lourier, (date nccrti) which,
rose during the Napoloonie war3, te a sale of frein 8 te 10,000 an
ove ning; the Olobe and the -quia, still flourishing. Cobbett's Weely
Register, fouuded iu 1800, ad su&tained aimostsingio.handed b ythat
grat writer for thirt years, was the mostemninont o? all the wcekziu;
the Johra Bull, High-Church and Tory, when it counted Tacke,
Maginn, and Cooly on its staf was the most brilliant compotitor cf
Cobbctt. With very rouch that is coarse aud occasieually repulsive
iu utternce, it la doubtful if any eue writer of our language, ever suts-
tained for se long a pericd, go uuiforrniiy powerful a paper as Cob.
bett's liegister was frein 1800 te 1830. Bis Lest writings are amnong
the very best, that ever adorned our lanuîtuae. (Jobbett nisy be saM
te have ciosed the trihunitiai dyusst o, - ie L ud Junins: the great
press Corporations, (cspocialiy after the adaptation of steain te the
mechanieul labors ef the art, in 1814), expanded beyond the power
cf any indivldwil writer Lowevor able, or individual publisher however
vtenlthy, te, eonteud with, or conteud ugainst.

If we take the Times as a sample of our Engiah daily preas, we will
flnd that lu the eighty years of its existence, its fortunes Lave been
rnarked by rnany vicissitudes. The first Walter graduated at Newgate
for an alleged libel on the sons of George I11, and la esid te have
etood in the piilory; while the second, sonie twenty years ago, loft a
princely fortune to Lis sou, lu city and contry oBlates, and a Pur-
senality swern und-r £90,000 sterling. The paper eariy went auto
opposition te tbe ali.poworfui Pitt, ud remainod steadiiy autl.Toîy,
until the passage o? tholleforin bili. Under its bost kuowu editors,
Barnes. Stoddart, aud Stirling, duriug the Regency, aud the reigu cf
George IV, it eounfed Lords Melbourne Russell, and B3roughamn, snd
Tom Moore among its regniar contributors i as the Post aud Herd
had Lord P;imerstcnsa help, and tLs: of Coleuidge, Gifford sud Southey.
Ini short iuest cf those vu, ciassa trictly as literary meu wroto for oe
or. aLLer cf the politicial "lorgans" clf the day ; as did very mauy cf
the actual chiefs of parties.

Of what rmay be caiied, the bighest cisas of periodical literature,
tai century Lus licou proiic. 'Éla Ediniburgh Revieo dates frein
1802, the Quarter!, firon 1809, aud Il Biackwood I frein 1817. 1
have Intel>' seen a statenient lu the newspapers, that thora are at pre.
sent above ene hundred magazines published monthiy iu Great Britain.
lu 1850, there vocre pnbiished in London eue Luudred and thirteen
Papers; iu England, outside London, twe huudred sud twenty.tbree;
inlrelaud, eue huudred snd one; iu Scotland, eighty.five; lu Walea,
eleyen; iu the Islands, fourteen. 0f these the politicai classification
was lu 1850 -liberal, two linndred and eighteen ; censervativeoe
hundred aud scveuty-four; neutral, oue huudred aud fifty-five; for
which- morely by wvay of forniing an estimate cf soain sert of toal
- if ve, vere te suppose two thouBand renders (net subscribers), te Uo


