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should have been proclaimied a public
holiday and Canadians should have had
an opportunity to invite the world's re-
presentatiu people to niake nerry with
them.

On the 15th of this month the Short
Line via Smith's Falls to Montreal was
opened, this being one of the first parts
of the great Short Line to the seahoard,
which.is iow being rapidly constructed.
This road is said to he one of the finest
on the Amîerican continent, its construc-
tion being as nearly faultless as skill
and money could iake it. With easy
curves and gradients and every possible
saving in thei maintenance of way, this
road will enter the competition for the
through business to tide water at Mon-
treal with every advantage, and, with
tetnporary arrangements to the coast, il
will hold its own for all through busi-
ness, pending the construction of eastern
links still needed, which will save dis.
tance and inake smoother working. A
part of the new through line is the great
bridge across the St. Lawrence at
Lachine, an enterprise im itseif of the
first magnitude, a triumph of modern
constructive art and engiieering skill.
The road lias beon opened with a siinple
announcement of the fact, but the pub-
lic las liad its eye for a long time ou
the progress of the work and will not be t
slow to take advaitage of the convenii- t
ences offertcl as a mieanîs of conumunica- a
tion, especially betwecn the two gieat
cities of the Doninaion. t

TALK 1 CHEAP.
---- t

TAT portion of the press whici caters b
to suit the palates of capitalists, or tiose a
who hope to become caîitalists uner ia
existing conditions, continues to give I
good advice to the working classes, t
These great reflectors of a section of ju
public opinion try te be fully corivinced a
that the present social system is t e best a
that can be devised. At an:- rate tley la
do not examine with care, but condoein ti
out of hîand, any proposal looking te a b
radical change; and not only do they la
condemn all such schiemes, but they w
denounce the proposers of them as di
tlougli thcy were convicted derininals. sa
T lese papers effusively advise the su
people for their own good to beware de
of these schemes for levelling the th
conditions of men, and express hiorror wh
and detestatien of the dytiaiters, soi
secialista, anarchists and pestilent labor wh

agittors, including thenî ail under one or timed or iiprisoned. Can we say thatconni ealead as em entially te samne in tihese thousand and one relations mienad eqully iîinical te the c well-being are placed ou ant equality before the law?of Society." A. d everybody who does Whatever the opinion of ochers inay be,net jein ii this seseless panic-stricken we say no distinctly, No.hde nai cry is included in the coimon Take nia instance. A tuan with awenucitio as bcing at heurt allied heavy fist, or a talent for revolver shoot-witio evey one of these outrageons ing, or a penchant for three card monte,factis onl is iiot allowel to use his particular
It is oly t coasiderable risk te Jus ability to take froma his ieighabor a partcharacte, thierefore, that a mian can even of that neighbor's wealth. But if a mîanask a question ,f this mob who run and should happen to have a talent for ladhwl stop thief'l at they know înot speculation, or for iianipuilatinag stocks,what. But still sone questions have to le miî:ay pocket mîillions of dollars earnîedbe asked, and the tine will cone when by other people, and the law says nothingtlay must bo answered. In the first against it. On what principle does thepince, des any sane man believe that law work ? Does it seek simîîply to pre-our prescnt systen of production gives vent force and fraud ? Evidently liot,tho best results? Does nian with eyes for highway robbery and lottery scieiesin his head believe that our present are alike prohibited and there is notsystemî of wealth-distribution is abso- nîecessarily anything fraudulent in alutely perfect? Can any man who lottery, as the word " fraud " is coml-kows aeytiîîé of the mîeaning of the mnonly applied. If there is aniay principlewords deiy that our systeni of goveri- in the law, or if there is one on which ament lias in it anarchistic, comnunistic law can be based, it nust b this .and socialistic features Does any mîan Every nian shall be protected in the pos-presune to say that to extend any one session of what lae hias. Does any manof these paiticiples further would cer- pretend that that principle is fully car-tainîly resuit in "sihattering the fabrie ried out in our law ?

of tociety ?" If no nian can be found to Under our present syste-nî, statis-father these views, would it iot be much ticiias tell ais, only three per cent. of memore creditable to the press, as aia insti- in business succeed. Ve do not saytution run by supposedly rational mo, failures are the result of the systei.
to propose real steps in advance tha to But, surely, if our systei was based onttemtpt to prevent progress by a " wolf, anything like a reasonable principle itwolf!" cry, which people will soon find would mîîake success for the iany lore.o be absolutely hollow? As a inatter of fact, the chances of aOur great boast is that in this country new man in the ranks succeeding grownen are absolutely equal in the oye of less every day. Under our presenat sys.ho law. And when a tua fiakes tlat tem tle vast najority of the people eari

•oast, the chances are ho figures law as little more than a fair hiving and mîanybig-wigjudge sitting on a bench hear- of themn not that. The comment of theig the cases of criminals brought before lofty-inded editors upon this state ofim. The vast amajority of men go affairs is that this is a case of " the sur-hrouglh life and never find theinselves vival of the fittest," and it is botter forstly or unjustly in the felon's dock, the race that those who canet standnd yet theso mon are affected by law in the struggle sîould go under. And yetlaundred experiences every day. Land these mîen and the great men for whom
ws, custons laws, municipal regula- they speak are protected on every handons, laws to protect buyer froma fraud against violence and fraud, except thaty te seller and vice versa, laws regu- kind of fraud which they best under-ting public corporations, such as rail- stand and from which, mayhap, theyay conipanies, these and many others benefit. Why should the principle ofrectly affect every man every day, to natural selection be thus circumstanced
y nothing of the indirect effects of by artificial laws which benefit the few.ccession laws, enactients as to public Moreover, it must not be forgotten thatbts and a thousand others. Those are this protection given by the aw de.iveso more important laws-net those its effectivenoss frin the people. vhyich decide whether a burgiar sha ho should the nýasscs ho supposed te givet dwn for a year or for ton, or thir stregth t the maintenance ofîether a "ldrunk " shail ho discharged protectîve erdinances of various kinds
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