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deliverance fi-ont those, sins which
liad ensnared liim,tor held hinm ln
bondage-the victory that over-
cometh the world, and boldness to
confess Christ before men. He had
the witness in himself; a sensible
evidence, hoth tliat the word of God
is true, and that he had not in vain
soughit the fulfilmnent of its promises
to hixuself. Now it was that he again
sought the acquaintance of Mr.
Newton, and began to attend the
ministry of Mr. Scott, the weIl-known
author of the Coirentary on the
Bible. Prom. this lime bis principles
becaine tixed, and exerted their in-
fluence upon his religîous character
tili, by the grace of God, it assunkcd
that lovely florai, whichi the pious
beheld with unfeigned delight, andi
to which increasing years only
atideti dignity, and permanence, and
strength.

The horrors and iniquity of the
African Slave Trade began about
this time to engage the attention of
the public of Britain. Several bene-
volent individuals had ex.erted them-
selves to point out its glaring injustice
and cruelty, and excite the syrnpatliy
of the nation towards the oppresacci
race, and the evils that for many yeats
had been inflicted tipoti them, with
a design to abolish the horrid systema
of slave-dealing altogether. We are
not writing the liistory of the aboli-
tion, or we should be nost eager to
place in a proper lîght the deeds and
the virtues of those nobIe-minded
men who sought, and at length ob-
tained, the removal of "lthe greatest
practical evil that ever afflicted the
human race." Our limuts will only
permit us to notice them 80 far as
may be necessary to throwv light upon
the exertions of Mr. Wilberforce in
tliis glorious cause. Dr. Peckard,
Vice-chancellor of the University of
Cambridge, preachcd against the
slavc trade in 178-1, and the fbllowing
year gave for a prize essay the sub-
ret, " Is it riglit to make slavcs of i

others against their will ?" MI 1r.
Clarksoni, aîteeiards so, honourably
known among the friends of hurnanity,
wrote for the prize andi obtained i t.
H1e matie soniething more of it, how-
ever, than an intellectual exercise;
his 1heart was afflecteti by the tietails
of cruelty anti suffcring which hi.«
reserches discloseti to hiai; andi he
resolveti, with a noble genierosity, to
relinquish ail his hopes of preferment
in the church, anti devote the re-
maintier of bis life to the cause of
abolition. HaLving, wîth other frîends
of the slave, forniet a committee,
wvhich sat for the first time on the
'22d of May, 1787, notice '.vas sent
to Mr. Witbcrforce of the event, andi
he cordially united wîth thein in this
labour of love. It was the high
privilege of the writer of this sketch
to have some personal knowledge of
these three eminent philanthropiss
i their latter days; andi their vene-
rated foras are now as distinctiy
visible to his mental eye as though
it were but yesterday that he saw
them.

The accession of Mr. Wilberforce
ivas of incalculable ativantage to the
cause. H1e engageti to bring the
snbject before parliament, and ac-
cortiîngly gave notice in the House
of Coamons of bis intention to do
s0; but indisposition whicli threat-
eneti his life prevented hlm at that
tinte front executing his purpose.
Mr. Pitt therefore, uindertook the
dtity for hlm, and a resolution passeti
the House, that it would proceeti in
the next session to consider the state
of the slave trade, anti the measures
it might be proper to adopt with res-
pect to it. Mr. Wilberf'orce, it was
hopeti, niight recover; and such were
his acknowledged talents and charac-
ter, that both Pitt andi Fox declared
their conviction that the subject coulti
not be confidedito abler hands. lu the.
inean tirne evitience twaýs prucuredi of
the most decisive andi appalling
cliaracter, slîewing thRe villhinies thlat


